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ADVERTISEMENT 


CANSLA'I OR. 
A H E Author of this ingenious and 
1 diverting Piece, if we may gueſs 
from ſome Paſſages interperſed in it, as 
well as from a Similitude of Stile through- 
out the whole, is already well known to 
the World for Works of imagination, and 
has had the happineſs to ſucceed in them 
beyond moſt others of this Age. This, at 
leaſt, is my Opinion; but for fear I ſhould 
be ſingular in it, I chuſe not to point out 
the Writer; I mean becauſe I am con- 
vinced, that if my Conjecture be well 
founded, the particular marks that led 
me into it will have the ſame Effect on 
others. The chief Deſign of this Adver- 
tiſement, is only to inform the Reader, 
that I wiſh I could have obliged him in 
one Thing, which perhaps he may often 
think wanting: I mean, a compleat Key 
to the Characters drawn in this Perfor- 
mance, the whole Satire of which,there is 

on gw ow ow good 
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good reaſon to imagine, is perſonal, 1 
could eaſily have done this to a great 


Number of the Portraits, the Originals 


of which are publickly known; but for 
the very reaſon that they. are thus known 
they want no Key at all; and I did not 
chuſe to give one that would be imper- 


fect, becauſe I am in hopes the Author, 


whoever he be, will ſhortly preſent us 
with one himſelf. Then we may be able, 


as he adviſes in the Perſonof As aroTH, 
to compare all along the Pictures and 


Originals together, which we now can do 
in ſome Places; and be as well acquain- 


ted with his Capuchin Friar, as with his 


Sieur de TOLvaiRE. In the mean Time, 
there can be no Want of Entertainment 
in any Chapter of this Book ; and per- 
haps there will be ſome Advantage in ha- 
ving one part of our Curioſity ſuſpended, 


that when we get this piece of informa- 


tion, we may return with new pleaſure to 
the Converſation of our good - natured 
communicative Devil, whoſe Narratives 
are all ſeaſoned with that Salt which is 
ſo peculiarly neceſſary in Works of this 
Nature. FS - 


THE 


$#22529225 202 SS0S9020D 
The A UTHOR's 
PREFACE 


TY EAR Publick, Iam extremely em- 


barraſſed. Iam to give you an Idea 


of my Work, and know not how to go 
about it. Become an Author, by the ſpe- 


clal Favour of Deſtiny, and, what is more, 


a diabolical Author; my preſumption, 


no ways inferior to that of all my Bre- 


thren, would almoſt incline me to give 
you a Panegyrick of this Book. If] fol- 
lowed this Inclination, which is uſually 
unſurmountable among us Authors, per- 
haps, authoriſed by Cuſtom, I ſhould find 


the moſt pathetic Expreſſions, to make 


you believe that, fince the Invention of 
Printing, the Preſs has never furniſhed a- 
ny thing ſo fine. I ſhould verynaturally 
finiſh this Maſter-piece of Rhetorick by a 


| ſhort Period, to inform you, that this 
Production coſt me but very little Pains, 
and, if I may be allowed the Expreſſion, 
no more than the Trouble of ſetting down 
my Thoughts on Paper, in proportion as 


they aroſe to my imagination, Doubtleſs, 
| A 3 friendly 
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friendly Reader, you would not have he- 


lie ved me. Yet I had fallen into this: 
Fault, the favourite Vice of Writers, but 
for the Admonition of AsTaroTH, who, 
you may eaſily perceive, is not a Devil 
of the worſt Sort. What are you 


« thinking of d' ſaid he, when I had 


communicated to him my Project. 
« Learn, that nothing is more inſipid, 
« nor more diſagreeable to the Publick, 
« than ſuch kind of Prefaces where- 
in an Author praiſes himſelf : They, 
« are often dictated by Vanity, but often- 
« er by a ſeaſonable Apprehenſion that 


« nobody elſe will take the Pains of prai- 


« ſing' them. Beſides, who does not 
« know that every Man has his particu- 
« lar Taſte, and judges of things ac- 
% cording to his favourite Prejudice? 
% Do we not every Day fee the ſame. 
« Book that pleaſes one, tire another, 
* and to a third ſeem utterly odious? 
« Such will be the fortune of your's. 
% Diverting to thoſe who read only for 
« Amuſement, it will contract the brows 
<« of your Men of ſevere Morals,who pre- 
<« tend that their Taſte ought to be uni- 


« yerſal, and that there is nothing good 


« which has not their approbation. But 
« above all, added he at different re- 
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fix] 
&' priſals, take care not to Aer the 
* Publick in your Favor, That Cuſtom, 
„ uſral as it is among the Authors of 


* your Age, is abſolutely contrary to 
* common Senſe, and ſavours more of 


* the Quack, than the Philoſopher, or 


* the Man of good Senſe.” 
From this Reflection, which is not very 
diabolical, tho* made by AyzTaroOTH, 


it reſults, hat the attributeof Devils, which 


we give him in the title of this Bodk, 
ſignifies nothing more than 9 ng. 
Genius, which, by long Experience 

the world, has diſcovered a nike many 


Things without the Helpof Magick. In | 


+ word, what can be more natural 
than to ſay what one knows, and relate 
what one has ſeen? All the Difficulty then 
conſiſted in giving ſuch a Style to this 
Narration, as is ſuitable to Works of this 
Sort, and ſufficiently merry to amuſe the 
Reader. Hic labor, hoc opus eſt; and to this 


all the Works of the author were reduced. 


| Erratum P, 54 „ Fi. for Plus weluit, read Deus 


wolutt, 
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AST AROTH 
TO THE | 


DD Rejudice, Reader, is a ſtrange Thing: I 
.& ſpeak it not at all to thy praiſe, but thou 
oweſt it to be true. A mere nothing a- 
gainſt all the Rules of Equity, charms thee, 
prevents thee, offends thee, raiſes thy Reſent- 
ment. Thou decideſt often from Appearance 
only, and ſeldom on the ſide of Truth. Me- 
thinks, already, I ſee thee ſtart upon viewing 
the frightful Title that my Hiſtory preſents, 
and hear thee cry out with Horror, Oh ! the 
Devil ! the Devil ! Tis a Treatiſe of the Black 
Art, a Book that ought to be burned. —But . 
have a little patience Reader; recover thy Spi - 
rits, and for once make uſe of thy Reaſon : 
Upon the Honour of AsTARoTH, thy Terror 
is without Foundation, and will blindly throw 
thee upon the Rock of Miſtake. I know very 
well that you Men paint us under horrible Co- 
lours, as Fire-Brands of hell, ſpirits inclined 
to miſchief only, terrible Perſecutors of all 
Virtue, profeſſed Enemies to all human Hap- 
pineſs. Admit that we are ſo, and that we 
23 7% £ are 


xii 
are ſometimes deſeribed like durſtlves ; it muſt 
be owned, at the ſame time, that we often look 
leſs like devils in thoſe pictures than like 


Men. You would fain caft on us all the Irii- 


quity of human frailty : Man, to excuſe his 
own Crimes, pretends, from a fond illuſion, 


to find in us the genuine Source of his blackeſt 


Actions. But this is a poor unprofitable Fiction! 
The true Devil that hurts him is his own 
Paſſion. However you may think of that, As- 
ARO THE aſſures thee, that for his part, far 
from attempting to ſeduce, he aims only to 
inſtruct thee. His Project is laudable and full 
of Charity. If it appears to thee an abſurd 
Problem, that a Spirit of falſehood ſhould 
ſpeak the truth, read this work, and judge 
of it for thyſelf ; look at his Sketches, his va- 
rious Pictures; compare them with their Ori- 
zinals, and thou ſhalt know them. All the 
orld ſwarms with Crimes; but thou wilt 
find here more eſpecially thoſe of the Great, 
the Diſorders of the Cluiſter traced to the Life. 
That is not all: It is the deſignof this Work, 
that: the Errors of another ſhould make the 
ſomewhat wiſer. But I conclude this Ad- 
dreſs, which is long enough already: for after 
having given thee this - charitable Advice, thou 


wilt own that I muſt needs be a good ſort of 


a Devil. 3 
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The FIRST BOOK. 


S 
A Gentleman in Love, having lot vin iyi in the 
Appennine Mountains, diſcevers a HER MIT of 


a ſtrange Specie. Who this HERMr is, and 
the Beginning of his Adventures. 


ramble thro the moſt conſiderable places 
urope , I came into Italy at the end 

of the year 1736. I had already for two 
years wandered from province to prov inc, and 
| from 
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2 The Devil Hermit. 


fatigued by theſe long journies, was of a ſudden 


ſeized with an acute fever, which, after many 


remedies taken, left me ina languid condition, 


and a very troubleſome miſanthropy. 


#* a 
My ſoul, clouded withſorrow, looked wildly 
about her, without fixing to any object. I was 
then at Bologna, a city agreeable and voluptu- 
ous, where the fair ſex is neither unhandſome nor 


unkind. One day lolling carelefly on a window, 


I beheld a young lady whoſe beauty and mag- 


nificent dreſs equally ſtruck me. The gallery 
in which ſhe walked was near the chamber I 
lodged in. This amiable object awakened all 


my ſenſes, and made me aſſume ſome foppiſh 


airs, which ſhe took notice of. A charming 
ſmile, with which ſhe repayed my reverence gave 
me the courage to enter into converſation with 


her. My politeneſs pleaſed her, as her wit 


charmed me: inſenſibly I offered her my heart, 
and ſhe promiſed me her eſteem. v7 

Her very: eaſy Behaviour, which however 
was nothing but the pure effect of her educa- 
tion, filled me with ideas, and. thoſe ideas Jed 
me a great length: In a word, I perſuaded my- 


ſelf it might be eaſy to conduct this HELEN to 


Paphos, there to offer incenſe with her to VE- 
„ * Na - 
Such is almoſt continually the error of young 
perſons: They perſuade themſelves that the ci- 
vilities of a lady are the forerunners of ap- 

hing victory; they form projects upon her 


onour, without conſidering that there is often 


found 


Kreer 


. 


The Devil Hermit; 


3 


found in that ſex à virtue and conſtancy. proof, 


gainſt all the ſnares of love. Deceived by ap- 


ut all theſe chimerical edifices vaniſhed away, 
and nothing was left me, as the fruit of my 


pains, but a violent paſſion that had like to turn 
ein, 2 OT HTM | 


Mean time the idea of my future | happineſs 
made a prodigious change in my perſon, From 
that very moment my effeminate reſumed 
its former colour; my languor left me, and the 
inquietudes of Love took place of my indiffe- 
rence. This metamorphoſis gave me charms : 


but J admired thoſe charms myſelf alone, while 


my miſtreſs took no notice of them, For twa 
months together, I had played the part of Don 


Qv1xoT wondrouſly well; Jhad made uſe. of 
prayers, tears, ſighs, and all in vain. Amo» 


rous even to madneſs, I formed the noble reſo- 
lution to throw myſelf headlong into the ſea, 


and was muſing on the execution of this fine 


project; when I was diverted from it by the ar- 


rival of a monk, who came luckily to my 


iſtanee. It was a fat mendicant, young and 
jolly, to whom 4 regularly: give charity every 
weck. Perceiving the ſorrowful plight I was 
in, be, with continual teiſing, and making a 
thouſand hareletſulnades, obliged me to diſeover 


che cauſe of my chagrin.” Theſe ſort of people 


m that counts are very charitable 3 it is with 
fegret they ſeè a man burn with a fruitleſs paſ- 
on for an inhaman creature. Mediators of the 
fa ſex; they know perfectly how to bring to- 
| gether 
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gether an amorous couple. As they love pro- 
tion extremely, and are not alone ſufficient 
for all the operations of that great work, they 
believe it is for the intereſt of human kind not 
to let ſo many lovely creatures remain uſeleſs, 
and therefore furniſh them with means for a- 
voiding the ſcandal and curſe of ſterility, Their 
high employment gives them every where admit- 
tance, and they know all the eorners and nooks 
of a city. Crafty to the laſt degree, they ſo 
dexterouſly act their parts, that they are admi- 
red by all the female republic. But their la- 
dours are worthy of reward; without paying 
them well, it is in vain to hope for good for- 
tune. e 52 | 
This Mr. SAncT1TY, informed of the ſource 
of my illneſs, burſt out into ſuch a laugh, as at 
firſt put me in a paſſion, and ſcarce could I for- 
bear making him feel my reſentment ! Gently, 
good Sir, (cried he in a kind of fright, ſeeing 
me ready to curry his hide) a little patience, if 
you pleaſe! I was never in love with thoſe 
blows,” and therefore pray compoſe yourſelf ! 
Theſe words had not been ſufficient to appeaſe 
my reſentment, if the good father had not ad- 
ded, that he had an infallible way to make me 
beloved by her who was the cauſe of my tor- 
ment. His whole quackery, however conſiſted 
only in making my purſe fifty crowns lighter. 
Charmed with his promiſes, Imade him the pre- 
ing happineſs were more dear to me Ron, ah 
FFF | e 
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Die Devil Hermit 5 
the riches in the world. Could any thing be 
more extravagant ? | poke 


The ſorceries he was to employ to make me 
happy were mere trifles in themſelves: But the 


venerable and ſacred inquifition regarded them 
with another eye.Inthe country where I was, one 
muſt not play with the ceremonies of religion. 
This ſpecific philtre conſiſted of a little puppet, 
and ſome conſecrated wax, taken from the paſ- 
chal taper, with a formulary of prayers almoſt 
like that of St JuLian. It is certain] was 


neither hypocritical nor ſuperſtitious; but the 


violence of my paſſion had blinded me to that 
degree, that I executed literally all theſe mum- 
meries for more than five days together. What 
a fool does love make a man! However, ſeeing 
that neither pagod nor prayers produced any 


thing favourable to my paſſion, quite ſick of 


the farce, I threw both idol and formulary into 
the flames. This juſt indignation preferved 
my liberty: Two hours after came the emiſſa- 
ries of the holy inquiſition to ſearch my cham- 
ber, when luckily they found me not at home. 


The riſque I had run could not cure the 


fooliſh paſſion that diſturbed my underſtanding. 


I gave way more than ever to its violence, and 
like a true madman took it in my head to range 


the foreſts, without keeping to any direct way. 
All my nouriſhment conſiſted of herbs and wild 
fruits, and the only conſolation I had was that 
of carving the name and cypher of my miſtreſs 
upon the bark of trees. This wandering life 
produced its effect. TI relapſed into a more 5 


| 


6 The Devil Hermit. 


firm ſtate of health than I had ever been in be- 


fore, and my love diminiſhed with my bodilyx 


vigour. By little and little my eyes were 
opened; I acknowledged my error, tho? late, and 
reſolyed to employ the remainder of myſtrength 
to return into the country which my extravagan- 


cy had made me leave. Bewildered inthe midſt of 


a deſart foreſt, I travelled many days without 
finding the path by which I had entred. The 
difficulties I met with drove me to deſpair. 
Obliged to perch- at- night upon' trees, I ſaw 
nothing in the day but wild beaſts which 
made me every moment in dread for my life. 
I know not why I was yet afraid of death, in a 


| ſituation that ought to have made it deſirable” 
But that weakneſs I had, if it may be called a 


weakneſs in mortals. I came into the foreſt ;” 
Why, ſaid I to myſelf, cannot I go out? How” 


many unhappy perſons, who have been caſt a- 


way on deſolate iſlands by ſhipwreck, have made” 
their eſcape? A thouſand fuch reflexions as theſe 


revived my courage, and poſſeſſed my brain 


when I was awake. Sometimes indeed my 
thoughts were of a different nature. My lot 
appeared moſt deplorable, and I curſed the paſ- 
fion that had drawn me into a labyrinth from 
which I had no hopes of eſcaping. One evening, 
when the heavens were wrapped in clouds, and 
my mind was agitated by cruel reflexions, I 


perceived a light of a ſudden that ſtruck my 


eyes, and appeared not to be far diſtant. Im- 
mediately forgetting the hazard I ran, in tra- 


velling by night thro! a foreſt, I deſtended my 
oat F tree, 
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The Devil Hermit. 7 


tree, and, conducted by the light, advanced to 
the place from whence it ſhone. At laſt, after 
much fatigue and labour, I got out of the fo- 
reſt, and arrived in the midſt of rocks, at the 
mouth of a deep cave. 1 15 
But how great was my terror II perceived 
(can it be imagined ?) a troop of infernal ſpirits, 
ſitting round a great fire, and diverting them- 
ſelves with burning paper under the noſe of an 
old long-bearded HERMIT in chains. Pro- 
voked at the ſacrilege of theſe Demons, I made 
five or fix large figns of the croſs ; at which the 
infernal crew diſappeared in a moment, bellow- = 
| ing out horrible cries. : Elated at my victory I ö 
' ventured on without dread, and drew near the 
Ah, Sir, cried he, how many obligations have 
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: you laid on me ! had it not been for you, thoſe | 
, inſolent ſpirits had worried me ſoundly. But, 

F my good brother ſaid I, why did you not have 

; recourſe to the ſame arms I made uſe of, to de- 

5 liver you from thoſe impious creatures ? Are 

: you ignorant that the ſignof the croſsdrives away 

F evil ſpirits? Alas! replied the HERuIT, I 
am abſolutely forbid the uſe of ſuch means; my 

1 birth and my proteſſion will not permit it. I 
am a native of. hell, and thoſe gentry you 


| © faw are my fellow-citizens, If I had but once 
8 cCroſſed myſelf, I ſhould be baniſhed that king - 
„dom for ever, whereas now my exile is only for 
a time. Ay, ſaid I, with extreme ſurprize, 
|= are you an inhabitant of hell? Of whatuſe then 
are thoſe trappings of a HERMIT ? Is it _. 
| | that 
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8 The Devil Hermit. 
that you prophane the holy habit? You muſt 
be a ſtrange devil indeed to ridicule the moſt 
venerable thing in religion! Ah, Sir, anſwered 
he all in confuſion, pleaſe to parden this act of 
my deſpair. I choſe this habit, and this deſart, 
only to conceal myſelf from the fury of my 
comerades. I ſhould have had a miſerable night 
with them, had it not been for your aſſiſtance. 
IF am baniſhed from hell for a hundred years, 
and all for a mere trifle ; nothing but ſleeping 
while a fat canon died. His ſoul, which had 
been entruſted to me, eſcaped, and this flight 
imprudence occaſioned my diſgrace. During the 
twenty five years fince this misfortune has be- 
fel me, Thave borrowed ſucceffively many bodies, 
in order to withdraw myſelf from the reſent- 
ment of my fellows. I have been a lady of qua- 
_ lity, an eccleſiaſtic, acourtier, a duana to a girl 


of fiftcen, a begging friar, and at laſt chief of the 


grand fignior's eunuchs: But ſeeing that all 


theſe fantaſtic bodies were inſufficient to hide 
me, I came into theſe deſarts in the habit of a 
HermiT. Still my deftiny owes me a ſpite, 
and my ill- fortune purſues me. Going ſome 
time ago to Bologna, at the requeſt of a bro- 
ther mendicant, my friend, who had prayed 
me to ferve a young lover driven to deſpair by 
the cruelty of his miſtrefs, I was known by my 
collegues, who purſued me into my retreat, and 
put me into the ſituation you ſaw. A good 


action that I had reſolved to do has brought up- 


on me this diſgrace. 
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like a domeſtic that never receives his w 


doing? You give me a thouſand times more 


The Devil Hermit. '9 


At his mentioning this circumſtance, which 
revived the idea of my charmer, love, like a 
fire half. extinguiſhed, rekindled in my tender 
heart. What do you ſay ? cried I, with ſur- 
prize. I am that individual wretch whom you 
had undertaken to ſerve. Be perſuaded then, 
that if you can enable me to ſucceed with that 


_ inhuman fair, I will be devoted to you entirely. 


If I can? replied he: never doubt that, Sir; 1 
have done many ſuch good offices ſince my 
exile, 'I am raviſhed to think I can ſerve you. 
So fine a gentleman as you appear to be, un- 
doubtedly deſerves the friendſhip of the greateſt 
lord in our whole empire: judge then of the 
deference I muſt have for you. But you muſt 


unchain me; otherwiſe I can do nothing. I 


will then ſerve you, on the word of a devil, 


But how, ſaid I, ſhall I break thoſe chains 
of yours? They ſeem to me of a different ſpe- 


cies from all others. You need only go, he 


replied, into a chapel in the neighbourhood, 
and bring thence a ſmall phial of holy water. 
The moment you pour it on my chains, they 


will diſappear. 


Touched with the captivity of this poor Dz- 
vIL HERMIT, I haſtened, as ſoon as it was 


day, to fetch the ſacred water, and ſuddenly, 


without reflexion, came and ſprinkled it on his 
body, But no ſooner did he feel the ablution, 
than he fell a howling moſt hideouſly. Ah, 
Sir, cried he, like one polleſs'd, what are you 


pain 


10 She Droit terns. 


pain and torment than my ſcurvy companions. 
Pour on the chains, and not on me: I burn 
with a devouring fire. Alas! do you not know 
that Demons fear e ſo me as t 
nter , 


Pardon ee "RAE fad I whe: Uevil'; I 


did it without thought. My eager deſire to re- 
leaſe you made me commit this blunder. Come, 


come, don't be in a paſſion; you ſee your 


chains are gone; you are at liberty, and a little 
ſcalding will do -you no great harm. Beſides, 
2tis proper 'you- ſhould pay ſomething for all 
the fralicks you have committed: ck ary have 
roamed about the WOorllUu. 

After five or ſix hours ſpent: er johtful con- 
torlions, the poor DEvII . ſeemed to 
be quiet; his pains abated inſenſibly, and he 
thought no more of his misfortunes. His liberty 


lay neareſt his heart, which made him aſſure 


me of all his beſt good- will. Curious to learn 
the adventures of a devil of this ſtamp, I pray- 
ed him to give me an exact aceount of them. 
They follow preciſely according to his relation, 
and undoubtedly they are very true: For he 
would not have dared to impoſe on me; on me 
who would have puniſhed him in ſuch a ter- 
rible manner, and who knew he dreaded holy 


-water more than a ſchool- boy the ferula. 


My name, ſaid he, is As ARO TH. I am 
none of your devils of the firſt claſs: A leſs 
honeſt devil might have made you believe ſo, 
but I chuſe to be ſincere with you. Ion then 
Pn that Jam but ef an Cm _ 

ave 


The Devil Hermit. 11 


L have been almoſt all my time Luc ir Ex's valet 
de chambre; and you know, Sir, that a valet 
de chambre is uſually a fellow from among the 
dregs of the people, and very often a great 


very much like thoſe libertine young lords, 
thoſe courtiers, or, if you pleaſe, thoſe indo- 
Tent miniſters, who are governed entirely by 
their valets de chambre ; while theſe receive 
more addreſſes than their maſters, and muſt he 
addreſſed too with a full hand, to make them 
procure you a ſingle audience. Theſe raſcals act 
the men of importance with effrontery, and are 
2 ſet of impudent bullies, that deal out the 
good graces of their lords with an inſupportable 
pride and preſumption. You ſee that my 
ſituation was not very unhappy ; but I com- 
- mitted ſo many follies in my employment, that 
at laſt I was turned out of place. 
My fortune had made me ſaucy by degrees. 
Before I was advanced to this comfortable poſt, 


my buſineſs had been (and buſineſs I had enough) 


1 tranſport to hell the ſouls of falſe devotees. 
The degree of honour I afterwards held near 
-Locirxr's perſon, rendered me ſoinſolent, that 
I was continually ridiculing his infernal majeſty. 
I could laugh in his face, and even rob him with 
impunity. The pacific LucirER ſuffered all 
without complaining. If he had heartily curried 
.my hide, poſſibly it had made me wiſer : but 
he diverted himſelf with my follies, and I took 
the ame liberty with his. When I gave him 
an anſwer, it was with an ironical . 

| 1 had 


ſcoundrel. My good patron, it is true, was 
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12 The Devil Hermit. 
T had already ſold above half his wardrobe, to 
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make preſents to my miſtreſs: For, Sir, beg- 
ging your pardon, miſtreſſes I had in abundance, 
notwithſtanding my unpoliſhed figure. I wore 
kis cloaths continually ; I borrowed his figure; 
I copied his deportment; and by thoſe means 
played his part with many beauties, who ſuf- 
fered themſelves to be thus deceived. LVcirER, 
mean ti me, ſhut his eyes to all my extravagan- 


cies, and I had been yet near his perſon but for a 


pitiful young dog of a devil, who managed with 
ſo much art as at laſt to ſupplant me. That in- 


tant all thoſe who had loaded me with carefles, 


and promiſed me an eternal friendſhip, let looſe 
their tongues againſt me. I had no enemies 
more cruel than thoſe whom I had obliged. 


Well then, thought I, there is no probity in 


hell, and devils are altogether as wicked as men. 


My life was examin'd, and all agreed that I 


was one of the moſt profligate valets de chambre 


of the whole infernal empire. My proceſs was 
drawn up and got ready; I was unanimouſly 
condemned to drag into hell the ſouls of all ec- 


cleſiaſtics. O the curſed office ! I could not go 
thro! it: for certainly there was buſineſs enough 
for an hundred aſſociates. My fatigues were ex- 


ceſſive Overcome with labour, I had the un- 


happineſs to fall aſleep juſt when the old rogue 


of a canon was in his laſt agony. His place 
had been a long time pitched on in the moſt fa- 
mous apartment of all the infernal regions. His 


ſcandalous life was known to mortals, as well 
as demons : a number of young and handſome 
og 88 | devotees 


devotees, who cena before him, cried cut 
like mad creatures, 

preſs orders to bring him in great pomp: my 
drouſineſs however made me neglect my duty. 
An old owl of a Capuchin, more rank than a 


he-goat, never quitted him till he expired; 


and, by dint of exhortation, extorted from him 
a loud MEA CULPA; which to be ſure had 
never happened, if I had been awake, and near 


him. This, dear Sir, was the only cauſe of 


my baniſhment; and for this reaſon [ have been 


revenged on all the race of Capuchins, as you 


ſhall ſee in the ſequel of my adventures. 
Baniſhed from hell, I was obliged to wander 
a conſiderable time in the air ; not knowing 
where to reſt my feet, and dreading the hoots 
of my companions. Where, ſaid 1 to myſelf, 
ſhall T go to ſhun them ? For this curſed race 
beſieges almoſt all the inhabitants of the globe. 
Whilſt I waited for the ſight of ſome inhabited 
object, I formed vaſt deſigns againſt thoſe long- 
bearded hypocrites, one of whom had played me 
ſach a raſcally trick. By way of beginning I 
ſuddenly raiſed a moſt furious hurricane, which 
blew down five of their convents. My deſign 
was at once to have cruſhed all theirſtinking re- 
treats ; but unluckily I met here with my 
match. All the reſt, except theſe five, were 
protected by ſpirits more mighty than I: Beſides, 
that ill fortune which now purſued me, and fo 
ordered it, that there were but two monks in 


ing to their laudable cuſtom, were all diſperſed, 
* Some 
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retreat as little as an author loves cenſure, had 


bracing a great pitcher of wine of between ſix 


that ſcurrility which ſhe continually vomits out 


14 De Devil Hermit. 


dome were engag'd with their dear devotees; for 
ſince the caſe of the famous Father Git ary, | 
all the brethren of the habit have taken a reliſh | 
to that excellent man's way of devotion. Other 
amuſed themſelves in emptying the cellars of Mfr 
ſtupid citizens, whoſe wives and daughters Wm 
cannot withſtand men of this ſort, becauſe they Ino 
look upon them to be diſcreet. The wives hope 
that ſuch holy horns will draw down a blefling 
on their family affairs, and ſettle the heads of 1 
their giddy debauched huſbands: The daugh- 7 
ters do it to ſave their future ſpouſes a laborious di 
taſk, and facihate the bufineſs of marriage. 
Others roamed about the country, in order to e 


junket at the expenceof the ſuperſtitious peaſant, 2 . 


In a word, this monkiſh carrion, which loves 


all taken wing except ten. I ſwore like a he- 
then at being diſappointed. Fortunately, how- 


ever, I flew into a village, where I found ve 
three; but three of the moſt ſprightly and 


beſt fed petit-maitres of all that baſtard race 
of good St FRANcIs. They were only got 
into a tavern to refreſh their gullets, which 
they did moſt furiouſly every moment, by em- MF 


and ſeven quarts, . I knew this tavern, and 
had often been there to ſet the drunkards to- hi 
gether by the ears, and inſpire the landlady with pj 


againſt her huſband. Good, ſaid I to myſelf, 
Jam at home here, and muſt give the com- 
pany one caſt of my calling. As I am fer- 


- 
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tile enough in the invention of incidents, I pre- 
Wently conceived a project which ſucceeded to 
my wi 

1 perceived by the fire-ſide a naſty drab of a 


ſervant, whoſe black and ſhinning ſkin was as 


for 
RD, 
liſh 3 
hers | 
8 of | 


ters ; ſmooth as that of a ſea-dog. A ſhort flat 
they noſe, a mouth enormouſly large, and little round 
hope RA compoſed the phyſiognomy of Gun. 
fung IME T TE, (that was the name of this young 


3 Wis, who was turned of her twelfth luſtre). 
ugh- This homely huſſey, ſaid I, is terribly forbid- 
rious ding; devil as I am, I would have nothing 
iage. 3 to ſay to her myſelf. But a hungry dog will 
er to Meat dirty pudding: This morſel is ſtill dainty 
Cant. | 


had Fre ſequel proved my reaſoning juſt. 
how- : Pered incontinence, a thing they were not a- 


bund : Ferſe to, in their ears. Immediately their ruby 
and f 


. race py the liquor, with which they had tings 4 
y got welled their paunches, I ſuddenly kindled 
which impure flame in their hearts. Such a fire makes 
y em- more uproar in the breaſts of theſe heteroclite 
en fix wretches, than a thouſand devils unchained and 
: and paniſbed. I knew their temper too well to 
ds to- Think they would repel my temptations. They 
y with Fre car, and began to finger the damſel. 
ts out JUILLEMETTE, who had no want of ap- 
fl : petite, and had faſted a long time, eaſily gave 
* ay to their perſuaſions. I made her believe 


* 


tile at the ſhould be * ughly ſanétifed if the 
tile 1 | 


granted 


— — - - ret ie — * — —— 


Lough for fellows of that ſtamp. I will ſtake 
loves my reputation that I ſucceed in my project. 


I went in and ſat down by them, and whiſ- 


faces perſuaded methe train had taken. Aſſiſted 
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ed to ſuch pious perſons, an ER which | 


they had more need of than of liquour. She re- 4 


5 
RS 


ceived their careſſes: Inſenſibly a furious ite! 
ſeized them all four; and, in a word, I had 


brought them well on. 


The ſtable, where the bed of this nymph 1 
was, tho' filled with naſtineſs, appeared to them 
at that inſtant a magnificent hall. Thither they 
repaired to ſatiate their deſires. But I took ore 
care than to ſleep in the happy moment; I was | 
too mindful of what my drouſineſs had once 
coſt me. Alert as a bird I fled to the country- 


man and his wife, who were in the garden, 


and inſinuated that ſomebody was robbing them. | 


They ran full ſpeed to ſeize the thieves; and, 


ſeeing nobody in the houſe, were inſtantly at the | ; 
ſtable, where they beheld the merrieſt farce in 
the world. A Capuchin in cloſe quarters with | 


ſuch a lump of deformity, is a very diverting 


ſpectacle. The clown, who had no taſte of * 


railery, and his wife, jealous that her ſlut of a 
ſervant had paſſed her time ſo agreeably, ſet up 
ſuch an outcry as brought together the neigh- 


bours. They fell upon theſe goats in human 


ſhape, and gave them a hearty drubbing. 
very one of them made the beſt of his 
while I, trauſported with joy, and 
fied with this ſcene than an amorous young girl 
on her wedding-day, took my flight towards 
the capital of a flouriſhing kingdom, fully re- 
ſolved to purſue my vengeance whenever Ifound 


. 1 found! it more than once in the 


ſequel 
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* nd always made uſe. of it to the beſt 
advantage. 5 

I was already within two leagues of the 
city when I perceived a magnificent coach, 
drawn by fix ſtately dun horfes, and carrying a 
lady of the firſt quality. A fine „ e 
this, ſaid I to myſelf, for me to be concealed! 
This lady is not yet poſſeſſed, and my com- 
panions muſt be very crafty to diſcover me 
under the figure of ſuch a woman. In a mo- 
| ment I aſcended into the air, and formed a 
= thick darkneſs round about the coach, under 
covert of which I tranfported the lady to an in- 
{ chanted palace. I then aſſumed her figure, 
| {lipt ſuddenly into her place, and arrived at her 
| manſion. , One difficulty gave me pain? The 
lady was married; and, devil as I am, I could 
not fall. in with certain points of complaiſance 
| which a huſband requires of his wife. It was 
with pleaſure that. I heard that her lord, not- 
7 withſtanding the beauty of this young creature, 
neyer came near her but once in ſix months: and 
ll merely out of a capricious humour. They 
bad their ſeparate beds, tables, and domeſticks. 
A reaſon in fact he had, and a very courtly one, 
for this procedure. The lady was not of equal 
quality with him, and he married her only for 
ber riches. An actreſs, infinitely more amiable, 
ceaptivated his heart. She was indeed but a cob- 
ler's daughter; but the part of a theatrical prin- 
= ceſs had I her upon 2 level with the count 
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This fantaſtic body was of great uſe in in- 
troducing me at court. The lady was efleemes | 
there for her virtues, and adored on account of 
her charms. I had a violent inclination to be | 
acquainted in that region, where I had never 
been. As we infernal valets are not adimitted 
with in its verge, but confined in our functions 
to poor mechanicks, it is a particular fa vou 
when we are ſent to ſome burgher. Theſe peo- if 1 s | 
ple we often drive to madneſs, becauſe their vi 
tue is proof againſt all our wiles ; one of em | 
coſts us more fatigue than a thoufand courtiers. 3 ] 

I liked my ſituation perfectly well, and would t 
| gladly have kept it during my exile, if L- F |! 
YIATHAN, one of the chief princes of hell, had J 
not ſeen my metamorphoſis. Filled with in- 3 T 
dignation at my aſſurance, he drove me a7 ) 
from him like a ſcoundrel. What can be done 7 
againſt ſuperiors ? Their injuſtice is always one? | 
juſt. There is no demanding the reaſon ol 
their tyranny, nor withſtanding their wills, i 
without feeling all the weight of their ſupreme 
power. Your plea, tho' ever ſo well founded, 9 1 
muſt give way to force. It was therefore my 
beſt expedient to decamp with all expedition. 
This lordly devil, not content with the inſult 
he had put on me, ſent his bailiffs, I mean his 
footmen, after me. Theſe fellows,. as great I 
ſcrubs as thoſe on earth, loaded me with out- 
rages. I was obliged to fly 1 into. a remote pro- 
vince, where a courtly eccleſiaſtic lent me his 

hgure. But before [. entertain you with this 

ſecond ; 
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ſecond change, it is proper to relate what I 
did at court. 3 

FHere the HerRMiIT ſeemed to be in diſorder, 
and his whole fantaſtic figure was transformed: 
His eyes began to ſparkle ; he fetched a deep 
figh, and the cave reſounded with lamentable 
cries, I freely confeſs, I was not then much 
at my eaſe; for all this deviliſm made me trem- 
ble. Any other man I believe would havedone 
the ſame ; theſe infernal blades not being the 


moſt honourable folks in the univerſe. Dear 


Lord ASTAROTH, ſays I, in more confuſion 
than a SPANISH virgin ſurprized with her 
lover, What is the meaning of all this? Do 


you want to give me too a ſpecimen of your 
trade? Not in the leaſt Chevalier, fays he, 
you-need be in no apprehenſion of danger. 
Alas, unhappy me! But hare patience ; a few 
laſhes perhaps will excuſe me. The fact is thus, 

BELPHEGOR , a prince of great power 
among us, has for three or four years paſt worn 
the borrowed figure of a Chineſe mandarin, 
who was the emperor's prime miniſter, in or- 


der to confront and bear down a covetous crew 


of hypocrites, more crafty than all hell united, 


who, to enrich themſelves, have introduced the 
Romiſh religion in the country. Lord BEL 
PHEGOR, a maſter in politicks, perceivirig 
that theſe cunning knaves were about to deſtroy 
his power in that vaſt country, reſolved tomake 


them pay dearly for this their raſn enter prize. 
He has almoſt accompliſhed his deſign; and, as 


he knows whatever paſſes in the univerſe, he 
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20 The Devil Hermit. | 


© has heard that you have releaſed me from my 


chains, and that the author of THE JEwisH 
LETTERS has juſt now publiſhed THE CHI- 
NESE LETTERS. 
writer; I muſt go and pay him a viſit, Sir. 
Tis a mere trifle, but I cannot reſiſt his e- 


vocations. Reft yourſelf here, and be aſſured 
I ſhall ſoon return. Have no thoughts of go- 


ing to Bologna; for the holy inquiſition is in 


purſuit of you. 
At theſe words the devil diſappeared like a 


flaſh of lightenjng, and left me in a ſurprize 
that I did not ſoon recover. 


of ASTAROTH diſembaraſſed me. 


in the ſame manner that he went away : Have. 


you not ſufficiently learned from the victory you 


won over my companions, the full extent of 


your power on people of my ſpecies? The cu- 
ſtoms of thoſe we converſe with ſhould grow 


familiar to us. It is our way to leave our friends. 


juſt in the ſame manner I difappeared from 


you. Be it ſo then, ſaid I, recovering my 
courage at theſe words ; I find. myſelf already 


uſed to it. But I was afraid your journey would 


take up more time, and I knew not where to 
retire, Beſides, it is now two days ſince J have 


eat or drank, and there ſeems to be no nouriſh-. 


ment in theſe deſarts, at leaſt unlcſs I return 
| Lito. K 


He knows that I love that 


A mortal terror 
tcok poſſeſſion of my ſenſes : I knew not what 
courle to take; and I had been two hours re- 


flecting upon this adventure, when the return 
What ails 


ou? ſays he, appearing before me of a ſudden, 
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YZ into the foreſt, where I have run a thouſand 

hazards. 

l have provided foo your wants, faid AsTA- 
Ro, preſenting me a great piece of veniſon, 

vhich he pulled out from under his hermit's [ 
2 garb. He had alſo furniſhed himſelf with bread = 
and wine, vvhich / ILaccepted without ceremony, b 
and without inquiring from whence he had them. i 
Hunger never gives way to reflexion, and mine 1 
was ſo great, that I kept ſwallowing. above an 
hour without ſpeaking a ſingle word. AsTA= 
nor ſerved me with liquor as-faſt- I wanted. 

This refreſhment, which I had great need of, 
put me again in good humour; and then I per- 
= ceived that the devil was. not ſo well pleaſed as ö 
I, but ſeemed very uneaſy. What ails you, == 
; 2 ark I, Lord ASTAROTH ? You appear as 10 
3 forrowful- as a coquet without a lover. Cer- | i 
tainly you have had but an ill quarter of an q 
hour with, your devil Mandarin. Has he 
ordered you to quit your habit, and take poſt 

near the ſoul of ſome cannon ? You ſeem in as 

bad humour as a monk retrenched of his pit- 

i tance, or who af at eight o'clock in the 
morning. 

No, Sir, e the „ It is true 
that I have been a little miſuſed by my maſter: 
but he has not reduced me to ſuch a penance as 
that; he is not quite ſo unjuſt. He has con- 
1 demned me for four months to poſſeſs a nun in 
deſpair. This is what grieves me; for I have. no 
liking to that ſort of people. Beſides, I have 
1 e to aſſiſt ins in all your Wann. 
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22 The Devil Hermit, 


in return for the ſervice you had done me. 

Vet the pbor young creature has got great need 
of my help: She is juſt at the end of her Tani 
and wants to recover her fickle lover, who, 


after having enjoyed her favours, laughs' at t her 
misfortune. 


Is thatall, Lord ASTAROTH, ſaid: I, 510 thel 
Dzvi. Hzxmrr, that puts you in ſuch an 


8 3 


ill humour 7 Certainly you perplex yourſelf for f 


a very trifle. Take comfort prithee; you may 
euaſily diſcharge your office with me. Provided 
you favour me with ſome hours of your ſpate 


time, I am content. But give me the hiſtory o 
that nun; for without doubt you know her. 
It would be ſtrange if I did not, ſaid he; ſhe 3 1 
my pupil: But mum for that; I have m_ rea · Y 


ſons for not ſaying a word. As he had-to 


maſterly tone, either the hiſtory or the nl 
water, for there is ſtill ſome left in the phial. 7 
Begin then, and this moment: I muſt knowwhefi 
that fair nun is that you protect, and be informed 


of what paſſes in thoſe ſacred retreats. Then y 4 
ſhall tell me what you have ſeen at court. Here 
Mr AsrAROTEH began to reaſon with me: 1 | 
but five or fix drops of that miraculous water, Y 


which Fthrew on his noſe, ſoon brought him to 
compliance. 


Ah. dear Sir! ſaid he, gently ( veteciving 1 I 
ready to waſh him ſoundly) havea little merey on 


my black ſkin. My carcaſs is very ſenſible; 1 5 
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The Devil Hermit. 23 


will ſatisfy you: But hide that curſed batele 3 
for Te cannot Wert at it in u en blood. 


CHAP. : j 


Cupid maſqued ; or, The Hiſtory of Siſter 
eee me Marquis 5 St Julian. 


FH E young nun that I mentioned, Miſs 
CoRNICHON, is of diſtinguiſhed birth, 
tho” ſhe had a very moderate fortune. Her 
charms captivated a rich young gentleman, who 
promiſed her a plentiful allowance. She loved 
him in good earneſt: But thinking him falſc, 
the imagination of his inconſtancy made her re- 
tire into acloifter. Too young to examine the 
intrigues of ſuch places, ſhe blindly gave into 
the ſnares-which the nuns had ſpread to draw 
her from the world. High birth and a tolerable 
portion are bewitching charms to all nuns in ge- 
neral; and as nothing can reſiſt thoſe holy 
ſouls, it was not difficult for them to Captivate 
CORNICHON, f 

The ſame amorous indignation that accaior 
ned her retreat, revenged upon herſelf. She 
imagined this procedure would drive her incon- 
ſtant to deſpair z and, deceived by theſe falſe 

ideas, {ſhe began and compleated &, Own 15 
criſice. Lou muſt think I had a great hand in 
this, and indeed I afcribe all the honour of it to 
myſelf. Scarce. had ſhe pronounced Neat 
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24 The Devil Hermit. 


but I diſpelled the clouds with which I had my 3 
then ſurrounded hex. She ſaw, but too late, I 
that, abuſed by illuſions, her meaſures had been 


ſomewhat - precipitate. She learned that ker 

lover could never have been capable of infide- 

lity, if her own ill- conducted jealouſy had not 
mpelled her to miſuſe him. The falſe report 


of a perfidious confident, drew her into the 


ſnares which had. been ſpread for her. She was 
_ cafily taken; or, to ſpeak more properly, it was 


impoſſible for her to diſcover the ſprings which 
had been ſet on work to deceive her. I forefaw 


that ſhe would be a virtuous woman, but a very 


bad nun; and, as I loved: her ſoul, it was neceſ-. 


ſary J mould uſe this ſtratagem to preſerve | it. 


Her friend, very ſuſceptible of the ſoft paſs 


ion, could not withſtand the gentleman's merit. 


Love took poſſeſhon of her heart, and determin- 
ed her to betray them both. As a girl thus deſ- 
perately amorous will omit nothing to accom- 
pliſh her ends, ſhe conceived the project of fet- 
ting them at variance, that the marquis might 
become ſenſible of her own charms. PERETT# 
(that was the name of this beauty) had ſome re- 
ſemblance of CqRNIicHoN, but with diſadvan- 
tage on her own ſide; ſhe therefore deceived her- 
ſelf while ſhe diſunited them. The gentleman;. 
enrag'd at the coldneſs of his miſtreſs, flies like 
a madman to his regiment; and ſhe, no leſs 
enraged at his inconſtancy, ſhuts herſelf up in a 


cloiſter. He knew nothing of her retreat, nor 


the of his flight. The falſe friend dextrouſly 
walls herſelf of this ſeparation: ſhe informs the 
marquis 
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marquis, by letters full of artifie, that another 
had captivated the heart of his miſtreſs, and that 
Hy MEN would very ſoon unite them for ever. 
Rage takes poſſeſſion of his ſoul ; he marries 
without love; and CoRNICcHON turns nun 
without a ſpiritual vocation. While he forges 
himſelf. fetters for life,, ſhe weaves for herſelf 
the bends of a. ſevere ſlavery.. | 

The gentleman upon his return to his pater- 
nal ſeat, hears with ſurprize the engagements of 
his miſtreſs. He knows not what to think of 
her proceedings, and, deſirous to be ſatisfied con- 
cerning a point which gave him ſo much uneaſi- 
neſs, ſends one of his ſiſters to the parlour of the 
nunnery, who relates to CORNICHON herlover's 
diſorder, and the motives that induced him to 
leave her ſo. abruptly. Struck with this diſ- 
covery, her tears were the only interpreters of 
her ſoul. The gentleman, informed of the ſitua- 
tion of his miſtreſs, finds means to ſpeak with 
her, and juſtifies himſelf: She explains the cauſe 
of her behaviour, and they jointly detect the 
baſeneſs of their pernicious confident. The 
tears and ſighsof the Marquis gave but too much 
proof that he was innocent, and made CoR- 
NICHON but too ſenſible of the loſs ſhe had 
ſuſtained. RefleRing on her irretrievable miſ- 
fortune, her ſoul is agitated by the moſt cruel 
tranſports; her ſenſes are all confuſed; the lu- 
ſtre of her eyes is at once eclipſed, and ſhe falls 
down ſpeechleſs in the midſt of the parlour. 
9 The maid, hearing the noiſe of her fall, runs 
to her with ſpeed; whilſt her lover, ſatisfied that 
9 e ſomebody 


. A Eee : 


— 7 oe I! Fs po, 
p dh. — 


** 
LT 
222. 
3 cer en vuandte, a 


. 6 ˙ 


———— — —— 


* — 
eme 
ee e e eee ANA 


— ͤ äJ— — e. 


— 87 ne 


— HL 


— — 
— « — > 


OS — s. "y , 2 
—— — — — 
g 18 — — — — — — 
K — 5 by — 
— . PPP e — — 


26 The Devil Hurmit. 


ſomebody was coming to her aſſiſtance, retires, 
both to ſave his reputation and hide his diſorder. 
The grates prevented his flying to ſupport her. 


She, recovering from her ſwoon, finds herſelf a- 


bed in a burning fever, which keeps her fix 


months in a languiſhing condition. During this 


time ſhe receives a great number of letters from 
her unhappy lover. Theſe letters, far from 
calming her grief, did but make it the more ſe- 
vere; every reflexion was more cruel than the 
former, I ſwam all this time in delight, and 
felt my ſpleen dilated with her pains; For I 
love extremely to fee diſorder in a human ſoul. 

Her complaints irritated her defires, and her 
defires augmented her pains while the ſituation 
of her lover was almoſt equally bad. The va- 
rious pleafures, however, in which his quality 
engaged him, by little and little abated his ſor- 
row. Inſenſibly he forgets his miſtreſs, but not 
till after a long courſe of intrigues. The Mar- 
quis had wit, and was as interpriſing as a petit 
maitre: I prompted him thereforetotake advan- 
tage of the tenderneſs CORNICHON ſtill retain- 
ed for him. In a word, he ſo effectually urged 
his point, that he arrived at the fummit of his 
defires. All his love was then extinguiſhed, 
and it was only in mere complaiſance that he 
afterwards viſited her. It was quite otherwiſe 


with Miſs Cox NIcHON: She had a true reliſh 
for the ſport, and when ſhe obſerved not theſame 


eagerneſs in her dear St JULIAN, ſhe wrote 


kim letters in the moſt pathetic language. 
1+ 5 | | . 21 This 


me Devil Hermit. 27 
This unhappy recluſe moved my compaſſion: 


I fled to her relief, and inſpired her with ſuch 
gay thoughts, as afforded her lover a moſt agree - 
able amuſement. 
ſince that time, but am every morning in her 
chamber, aiding her in the compoſition of her 


I have never abandoned her 


letters. This marquis de St JuriAx will-ſtay 


yet two months in this city, and he makes her 
a viſit once everyweek. Formerly, he was four 


hours every dayat the parlour grate: but things: 


are mutable in this world. Men ſurfeit in 
the greateſt delight, when confined to the ſame 
object, and it requires a moſt difintereſted con- 
ſtancy to be bound toa nun. Beſides, it is uſurping 
the property of the clergy. A huge leacherous 


friar began to grumble. This young pullet ap- 


peared to him a ſavoury bit, but unluckily ano- 


ther had got hold of it, and the fort wasalready 


poſſeſſed. Within this fortnight indeed he has 
made himſelf amends for the diſappointment. 
Being in the confidence of ſiſter Coxxichox, 


and playing the Mercury for her, his mouth 
was obferved to water plentifully, every time 


he ſpoke to her. He had leave already to 


lick her hand, which he improved by degrees to 
the enjoyment of other privileges. But he has 
gone to work. like a great booby: certain ſymp- 
toms which-the'nun-perceives'make me tremble 
for her, and I think with good reaſon. I will 
inform you hereafter how ſhe gets out of this 
confounded affair; or rather, in what manner 
I help her out; for without me the poor girl 


would deſerve to be lamented. She has abun- 
aps ALuance 
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28 The Devic Hermit. 


dance of enemies among her ſiſters, who all 1 
conſpire hen rum. Her beauty and wit have 
drawn this envy upon her. Now envy in thoſe 
retreats is much to be dreaded, and does infinite: 
ly more miſchief than abroad i in the world. 9 
A nun tainted with this vice knows neither 
virtue nor religion; Is ſhe a friend, ſhe ſacrifices 2 
you; an indifferent perſon, ſhe hates you; 
an enemy, ſhe calumniates your character: In 
a word, this paſſion is the ruin of all your 
eloiſters. A jealous nun is more to be dreaded 
than a lioneſs inraged ; ſhe-uſes a thouſand de- 
viliſms to betray. and ruin you. Hence the ca- 
bals, intrigues, ſpies on your conduct, to de- 
tect all your ſteps, and poiſon all your actions. 
The ſmalleſt faults are divulged as ſcandalous 
enormities, and the moſt upright intentions are 
invenomed. Her heart, corrupted by this paſſion, 
2 lets her be eaſy, and this ſort of frenzy al- 
finds means to do you a miſchief. An in- 
* word ſhe treats as ſcandalous, and aſlight: 
irreverence ſhe calls 1 impiety. Are you in the 
parlour, ſhe will maintain that ſhe ſaw you 
grant favours to a man, and proceed to every 
bold; and impudent familiarities ;, that ſhe heard 
tender and eee eee, the ſub» 
ſt ance of which ſhe whiſpers from ear to ear. 
*Tis a piece of confidence, ſhe will ſay, that 
has been repoſed-1n her, and ſhe intruſts it now 
as a great ſecret,thoroughly ſatisfied atthe ſame 
time that this ſecret will not be kept. This 
tells it to another, a third to a fourth, and theſe 
bay; creatures always magnify. their objects 
10 521115 Inſenſibly 
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The Devil Hermit. 29 


Inſenſibly it comes to the ears of your ſuperiors, 
and ſets them againſt you, while you are ignorant 
of the cauſe of this prepoſſeſſion; for that they 
carefully conceal from you. They never con- 
cern themſelves to give you charitable advice; 


that is a virtue unknown to theſe coquets in 


crape. Scandal to them is much ſweeter, and the 
pleaſure of ſurprizing you in the leaſt neglect. 
Thoſe circumſtances which give little room 
to ſuſpicion, grow ſtronger by degrees. At laſt 
they chaſtiſe you, and the flighteſt fault is pu · 
niſhed with the utmoſt rigour, merely out of 
reſentment. Self-love then begins to work; 
the heart revolts, and you cry out injuſtice : In 
a word, you become the martyr of your own 
temper, while your ſuperiors make you the 
victim of their falſe prejudices. „55 
Te mind, taken up with a thouſand imper- 
pertinent cavils, which they daily raiſe againſt 
you, gives way to grief, and grows languid in 
the practice of virtue. Piety appears incommo- 
dious, and the duties of it are performed with 


extreme negligence: They give no reliſh, no de- 


light, while the mind is deſtitute of its natural 
tranquility, The fervour of your devotion is 
cooled by the dailymortifications that befal you. 
| You pant after liberty; every thing diſpleaſes; 
nothing relieves. Farewell to peace, which the 
heart is no more capable of feeling. Theſe are- 
the ſorts of frenſy with which we affect a ſoul 
that is virtuouſly inclined. wee, 

You will tell me, perhaps, that theſe tricks 
are mere trifles, incapable of ſeducing a perſon 
truly 
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30 The Devil Hermit. 
truly pious. I own they may appear ſuch to 
vou, becauſe you have never been expoſed to 
them: but a ſoul that has particular ſentiments, 
and a certain manner of thinking, cannot di- 
geſt theſe little matters. Frivolous as they may 

appear to you, they are capable of diſturbing, 
vexing, afflicting, and of producing indifference 
and languor. The natural conſequenee of theſe 
is want of devotion. —But we have introduced 
the following other maxims, which you will 
think of more weight. 

To make you apprehend me the better, I muſt 
firſt inform you, that among all the nuns 7 
which fill your cloiſters, there is not a fourth 7 
part, I fa oy a fourth part, who embrace the mo- 
naſtic life from a - pious impulſe. Some are 

cCcompelled to it by inhuman parents, in order to 
inrich an eldeſt ſon: Others are driven to it by 
diſappointed love, when they have conceived 
that pailion for a man they are not permitted to 
marry; and others take this ſtep to be revenged 
of a faithleſs lover. Theſe retire to the nunnery 
out of neceſſity, being unable to ſupport their 
quality; and thoſe are allured to it by the nuns, 
Who for ever ſpread their imperceptible nets: 
for you are to judge of thoſe ladies as of us de- 
vils, that they are never ſo pleaſed as when tliey 
draw numbers into their own misfortune. The 
greater their troops, the more they hug themſelves 
as if the plurality of ſufferers cauſed a diminu- 
tion of the miſery. Nuns of this latter ſort are 
generally. young ladies of high rank, or they 
enter 
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enter too young to penetrate the conſequences 


of their engagements... | FI 

Is the daughter of a rich family put to board' 
in a nunnery ? The ſiſters, ever alert when in- 
tereſt is in view, (and intereſt is the primum 


mobile of all their actions) will be ſure not to let 
her flip. Does the Abbeſs deſire her company? 
(let us rather ſay, her money) all the ſociety 


is informed of the plot, and every artifice 1s. 


uſed to cajole the young innocent. She is diſtin- 
guiſhed from all her companions, and encomi- 


ums and compliments are laviſhed on her: every. 
thing ſhe does is applauded, and nothing ſhe de- 
fires is refuſed. All the little dainties,. all the 
fweet-meats fly to her chamber. She is a party 
in all the diverſions of my lady Abbeſs, and has 
a promiſe of ſucceeding her when ſhe dies; for 
never, ſure, can they have a ſiſter more worthy. 
Look, ſays one of theſe female-quacks, what 
fweetneſs, what an aſpect is there! She is an 
angel !-=Oh, yes Madam, you are one of the 


_ ele: 


Stunned with their applications, poor Miſs 
13 a few foolifh things. Who can 


elp admiring, ſays another, that delicate turn 
of mind, thoſe fine ſallies of wit | Yes my ſoul, 


my dear little ſiſter, you. are the moſt amiable 
creature alive. You muſt never leave us; I 
ſhould die with grief to lofe you. In a word, 


they ufe ſo many wiles, that at laſt they triumph 


over the poor ſimple girl. After this prelude 


the directors come in play. She is intruſted to 
a dextrous and. ſubtile father, to one of thoſe 


cunning 
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cunning blades who art at the head of their pro- 
feſſion, who perform their parts with greateſt 
{kill, and who ſeldom muſs carrying their point 
at the firſt attack. _ 

A virgin of fourteen or kfteen is incapable of 
ſage reflexions : her thoughts are all chimerical, 
and we devils inſenſibly foment theſe chimeras, 
till ſhe engages, in ſpite of parents and friends, to 
ſacrifice her liberty. Scarce has ſhe paſſed her 
noviciate, but the careſſes and complaiſanceare 

at an end. Her fortune js theirs, and that was. 
all they wanted. The young nun, ſurprized at 
this change, ſays to herſelf, what have I done ? 
All the ſociety ſhun-me,, and laugh in my face. 

A lay ſiſter, equally ſtupid and unmannerly, ſays 
an impertinent ching to her: ſhe complains, but 
zs only laughed at. The more ſhe advances in 
age, the more her underſtanding encreaſes, an 
the more mortification ſhe meets with. Her 
reaſon by degrees diſcovers her imprudence, and 
ſhe begins to perceive that a monaſtic life is 
nothing leſs than religious. She ſees in it the 
intrigues, the gallantries, the envy, the jealouſy, 
in a word, all the diſorders that reign in the age. 
If they are leſs glaring than in the world, they 
are therefore more dangerous.. They grow fami- 
liar, and ſhe gives herſelf up to them with ſo 
much the more facility and ardor, as ſhe is un- 
acquainted with their conſequences. She knows 
ſhe has been abuſed, and reſtraint irritates her 
deſire... Spleen, indignation, and often deſpair 
itſelf drives her into irregularities, that confound 


all the good diſpoſitions of her ſoul, Pernicious 
EE i example 
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examples are ever before lier: Thoſe examples 
corrupt her mind; ſhe follows the torrent, and 
the torrent ſoon carries her to gallantry. Hay- 
ing never loved before, her tenderne 
excels, and ſhe is unable to keep within the 
bounds of diſcretion. Scandal ſoon follows, 
and after the correction, with an entire priva- 
tion of liberty. Here we take full poſſeſſion of 
her ſoul, and make it the victim of her 8 ig 
leſs ſacrifice. 

You will tell me, without doubt, that no 
examples are ſufficient to make a prudent young 
woman trample under foot theduties of her pro- 
feſſion. Be it ſo : But can this young perſon, 
fleſh and blood, always reſiſt the ſeducing ob- 


jets that are continually before her? A nun, 
for example, that has no charms, or whoſe 
charms are decayed, has a generous good friend, 


who will make her ample acknowledgment for 
the favours ſhe ſhall procure from this young 
ſiſter. She engages to uſe all her art and inte- 
reſt. The men of this age have no great reſpect 
for a veil. A handſome young gallant, capable 
of inſpiring love, inſenſibly wins the heart of 
the young damſel, who ſees it is the cuſtom of 
the cloiſter. They infinuate that thought till 
ſhe grows full of it. One of my good brethren, 
ſlides imperceptibly unc et her petticoat. Could 
ſhe withſtand many ſuch converſations? No: 


when virtue is too much expoſed, it always | uf- 


fers ſhipwreck. On the other hand, if ſhe re- 
bels agil theſe hne inſtructions, ſhe di e 


chat old friead, who never tails to croſs her on 


every 


riſes to 
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every occaſion. The others all laugh at, and 
deſert her. My ſiſter, ſay they, in a way of 
-rony, you make yourſelf frightfully ridiculous; 
you are going to diſgrace our cloiſter, and we 
ſhall have no man will come near it. At laſt . 
The finds herſelf obliged to be vicious, to follow 
the faſhion of thoſe charitable nuns. 
I. he reſt, with much leſs inward-vocation, are 
abundant more happy. Their hearts, already 
practiſed in gallantry, know how to reſtrain 
themſelves within certain limits. Their flame 
indeed is ſprightly, but they have art of diſſi- 
mulation, and carefully conceal thoſe ſparkles 
which might otherwiſe evaporate. This leſs 
active fire is obſcured by certain clouds which 
hide its materiality. Prudence, or, to ſpeak 
more properly, fear prompts them to preſerve 
«hoſe appearances, which the ignorance of others 
is unacquainted with. They ſecurely commit 
the crimes without being expoſed to the danger, 
as they have impenetrable ſtratagems to avoid 
detection. In this conſiſts the cunning we exert 
in their behalf. If they have not love to make 
them complaiſant, intereſt will have the ſame. 
effect. A generous lover is more to their taſte 
than an amiable one, and preſents with them 
ſupply the place of merit. A rich old miſer, pro- 
vided he be not covetous, nor quite naſty, pre- 
vails beyond a fine young gentleman. A block - 
head is preferred to a man of deſert, becauſe 
he is more diſcreet, and preſerves their reputa- 
tion. Sin, committed with ſuch an one, always 
goes on with impu his reverence for the 
re ſiſterhood 
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gaſterſtood will never ſuffer him to blab. Thus, 


— ä—— — 


If a decrepid old ſi ſter can make no captives, 


ſhe has other batteries, at leaſt equally pernicious 


with thoſe I have named, For example, when 


the hears that a young girl is cloiſtered on ac- 


count of a gallantry. which her parents did not 
approve, ſhe preſently inſinuates herſelf inte her 


confidence. As ſhe knows that this damſel can 


have no acceſs to the parlour, ſhe cajoles hertill 
by degrees ſhe gets miſtreſs of her ſecret. The 
poor innocentopens her heart tothis MEG AIRA, 
who makes her a thouſand proffers of her ſar- 
vice. By her the news of his miſtreſs's retreat 
is conveyed to the deſerted lover, letters paſs for- 
wards and backwards, and the ſecret is pre- 
ſerved, provided ſhe is well paid. This cou- 


ö ple by degrees find an opportunity to ſpeak 


together, and they mutually take meaſures to 
relieve their torment. The old hag engages in 


all their ſchemes, and brings them to perfection. 
At laſt the walls are ſcaled to ſet the damſel at 


liberty, who flies with her ſpark, and marries 
againſt her parents conſent. 5 
Well, Sir, what do you think now of the 
nunneries? Are not theſe proper receptacles 


for the infernal nation ? Indeed a cloiſter is our 


conſtant aſylum, and we live better there than 
in any other place in the univerſe, becauſe we 
almoſt ever play a ſure game with theſe women, 


. It is not till after he has won ſeveral ſignal vic- 


gories that a devil obtains this province. The 


Sir, we poſſeſs the nuns in general, and this is 
the oeconomy of the cloiſter. | 


place, | 
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place, you in a word, is a ſort of recompence, 


like a government to an old officer, who hay 
worn out his life and ſpent his eſtate in the ſer- 
vice of his prince. At another opportunity I 
will give you a circumſtantial detail of the life 
of a monk; but we muſt go ſoftly on, and you 
ſhall have an account of my adventures in all 
my different metamorphoſes. 


1 1 2 * * 


„ 


CHAP. II. 


Aſtaroth at Court. What he ſees, and what 
he does there. 


NN hour after having borrowed the lady's 
figure, I arrivedat her palace. I received a 
number of viſits from all the principal courtiers, 
my huſband only excepted, (for ſo I muſt call 
this Count de**#,) during my abode there. 
His difference for his wife was founded, as I 
told you before, merely upon the inequality of 
her birth: Otherwiſe ſhe was infinitelyworthy of 
eſteem, as well for her beauty as for her virtue. 
Two months the lady had ſp:nt in her journey, 
which was undertaken to viſit her parents, and 
engage them to give her a ſum of money. Her 
huſband, loaded with debts, had loft his very 
equipage in gaming, and now enjoyed it only 
on his word of honour. She brought enough to 
retrieve his circumſtances ; and, not to wrong 
him, I muſt own, that within two days of my 
. arrival, 


14 


"my Qu 


e 


3 
2 
8 


8 
22 
8 


* ** 3% <a 
33 

3, 2 * 
3 et OF 
23 n 5 £4 * 


r 
9 #. 8 ys 
1 


r — 4 ome 
32227 ob ae. eh 


The Devil Hermit, 37 


© arrival, meeting me by chance in a gallery, 
with two counteſſes of his lady's acquaintance, 
after a thouſand civilities ſhewn to them, he en- 
| quired coldly concerning my health, and whe- 


ther my journey had ſucceeded. Having an- 


E ſwered him in the affirmative, he gave himſelf 


the trouble in the evening to come to my apart- 


Y ment, to take poſſeſſion of fifty thouſand livres 


which his lady had brought him. He had the 
extraordinary complaiſance, moreover, to leavs 
me two hundred livres for pocket-money : but 


s to careſſes, he had more regard to his honour 


than to forget himſelf ſo far. His theatrical 
| princeſs would have taken it ill, and his own 
| quality would have been diſgraced. I laughed 
| heartily to myſelf at the extravagance of this 
| nobleman ; and at the ſame time was charmed 
with his ridiculous deportment. This indiffe- 


rence put me out of danger : For, with all my 


| Cunning of a devil, had he come to cloſe quar- 
| ters with me, I ſhould have been plaguily put to 

it to bring myſelf tolerably well off. But lucki- 
ly he made no offer of that kind, and left me 


without ceremony, carrying off with him the 


2 ready ſpecies. 
{ The next day I was obliged to pay my duty 
to the king, to make my viſits, and, in a word, 


to appear in public before the whole court. My 
addreſs alone bore me thro! this; for I was ab- 
ſolutely unacquainted with the chart of that 
country. But, what a delightful climate for 


people of my ſpecies! I have ſeen in hell a 
great many deviliſh tricks, and was myſelf, as 
| C 


I have 
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lets de chambre in the whole Kingdom; yet here! 
1 found myſelf a mere novice. The natural or. 


der of things is all reverſed in this region, ;” 
They ſleep in the day, riot in the night, and how 
ſhorten life by unheard-of excefles. "The ſoul is 


a ſtranger to all ſincerity, and all compaſſion, 
Double- dealing, impoſture, ſcandal, and oſten- Her 
tation, are the only virtues known to courtiers, Out 
A near relation betrays you, an enemy careſſe: © 4 
ou, a friend ruins and makes a ſacrifice of you, | ba 


1 
2 
_- 
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T have told you, one of the moſt arrant va. PP 


wit! 
to c 


hap! 


vers 


7 the 


he huſband is never ſeen with his wife, and 


the wife flies her huſband as much as poſſible. 
What meanneſs, ſaid a nobleman one day to ? © 
a lady that was his miſtreſs, to have ſo much re. t 
gard for yourhuſband ! Fie upon ſuch abeggarly 7 
taſte pe paſs for the wife of a mechanic, e 


opportunity} 


> 


Ir ors 8 e 3 


CK. 


A 


mere plebeian. As if the end of matrimony , at. 
was mutual love! Youdeceive yourſelf, madam, 875 ä 
and run counter to all politeneſs and good man. * 


ners.— Lord, madam, cried a dutcheſs one day 


as ſhe accoſted me, I am ſo fatigued with the? p 
civilities of the Duke dec, that he is becom. f 4 
quite inſupportable to me. It looks as if he had oh 
married me only to make me ridiculous at court 
by his fond behaviour. Do but behold that me. bad 
lancholic man ! Always the ſame bed, the ſame? n 
table, the ſame coach. He actually kiſſes me, 
and talks tender things, till he runs himſelf out 
of breath, without giving me time to put in 7 
word. How happy are you, madam, ſhe goes dig 
on, to have a huſband you ſcarce ever fee! It i523 f 
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opportunity to ſpend one quarter of an hour 


with the Count de C***, the man whom J love 


n 
5 5 


to diſtraction. 


XZ L*** to join our company. How beautiful, 

how amiable ſhe appears! Who can be more 
happy than that lady? She has a croud of lo- 
vers, and ſuffers not one to languiſh in deſpair. 
Her huſband, the Count de P**#, always gets 
tier, out of the way when ſhe receives them. This 
-eſlz; b certainly the quinteflence of good manners, 
you and what makes him, in his turn, adored by un 
and 
ble. 


So, here comes the Princeſs de 


the ladies. 
At this time the king, very much advanced in 


= 8 ye rs, turned all his thoughts to the concerns of 
2 3 occaſioned great diſorders in his court; but at the 
e, decline of his days he had baniſhed them all, 
lou L When this monarch, who dicd two months after 
. my arrival, came to the banks of the river 
nan. Styx, all the infernal people aſcended together 
in a croud, and took poſſeſſion of moſt of his 


another world. In his youth the princes of hell h d 


courtiers. I now ſaw myſelf lucky in my choice 


of a tabernacle to dwell in, which ſtill ſecured 
me in a place where otherwiſe I muſt not have 
dared to appear, as the {1tuation was ſo coveted 


by all my ſuperiours. The lady whoſe figure ! 


had borrowed paſſed for a woman ſo cruelly 
2 virtuous, that my very preſence ſtruck an awe 
on the moſt artful devil of them all, 
2 fiend would venture to come near me. 
2 wheeled about my perſon, but at a becoming 
. 2 diſtance, 
3 guiſed, to have ſome diverſion with one of our 


They 


I had a great inclination, thus diſ- 
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40 The Devil Hermit. 
chief lords, by giving him free acceſs to my 
perſon. Inſenſibly I engaged his regard, and by 
degrees we became familiar. 


Cipal adventures, 


Take notice, ſays he, to me one day, of that 


man in the red cap: He is an excellent ſubject, 


and much reſpected throughout our empire, 


He has acquired us an infinite number of proſe- 
lytes, and is in fact the evil genius of the ſtate, 
and of him that governs it. Indulgent to the 


laſt degree, he has given that prince ſuch an ad- 


mirable education, that I have more hopes of 
him than of the grand Sultan, This pre- 
ceptor, at preſent miniſter of ſtate, is indeed a 


and ſometimes even cries ; 


CA8.TR0. 


| Hah ! Here comes the Marquis de **, the 
Moſt affable and obliging nobleman in the whole 
court, Every man, without exception, is ad- 


mitted into his converſation. He promiſes to 


every one all his intereſt : but the misfortune is, | 
that he thinks for ever of his own affairs, and | 
never of his promiſes. He keeps two miſtreſſes, 
who ruin his fortune, and ſolicits a government 
t o ſupply the extravagance of theſe heroines. 


Do 
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This devil of 
quality was a very crafty one, and who tho- 
roughly knew the hearts of the courtiers: He 
therefore diverted me between whiles with re- 
lating their characters, and ſome of their prin- 


mighty good ſort of man: he reconciles to his 
conſcience whatever his maſter requires of him. 
He often ſcolds ; ſwears at every word he ſpeaks, | 
As witneſs laſt 
night at the repreſentation of AGNEs Di | 
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Do you ſee that young prince? He is the moſt 
paſſionate and violent man upon earth. When 
he knows any fellow whom | miſtruſt, and who 
is ſubject to certain fits of devotion, that may 
deprive me of his ſou', I prompt his highneſs to 
ſend him into the other world, which he does 
the firſt opportunity. I have already had a good 
number thro' his means, and indeed he is an in- 
exhauſtible treaſure for the nether regions. He 


has an actreſs for his miſtreſs, whom he beats 
like a ſtock fiſh; which however does not pre- 


vent the lady from diſtributing her favours to 
many others. : 
Take a view of that ugly old harradan who 


comes this way ! obſerve her groteſque figure 


That marchioneſs now has her lovers, and has 


run her huſband above 100,000 crowns in debt 


to pay them. It is ſhe that ſupports that young 
> gentleman who walks with her. The fellow is 
poor, and is he not in the right to live at the 
expence of ſuch a baboon ? | 
So, ſays I, whence comes the Dutcheſs de 
d, She ſeems to me quite out of breath. A 


very pretty queſtion, anſwers BELPHEGOR : 
> ſhe comes from LA SILLIOR's, and is runnin 

to 
apartments. The moſt miſerable wretch, who 
is rich, may boaſt of having a dutcheſs for his 
money: but ſo inſatiable is ſhe on this head, that 


, where ſhe has mou one of the deareſt 


te moſt bountiful gallant never comes often, 

> Now obſerve a little that ecclefiaſtic and that 
duke, who laugh like a couple of ideots. Thoſe 
irre maſter and ſcholar. And what, fays I, in 


C 3 the 


42 


the name of ſenſe, can make them giggle ſo 


The Devi Hermit. 


immoderately? Nothing, he replied, but the 


conceit of ſpending the night together at Madam 


CoMMopk's, where they lately made a moſt 
ſcandalous diſturbance. The commiſſary, with 
two of his archers, ran thnher as hearing the 
outcry: butthe poor honeſt officer was obligedto 
return in confuſion. Theſe two lords compelled 
him and his followers to kiſs the lady's poſteri- 
ors, by way of puniſhment for having inter- 
rupted their plaſures. This is the whole ſub- 
ject of their extravagant mirth. The poor 


commiſſary was ſo mortificd at the egregious 


affront, that he has lately quitted the city, and 


is gone to take up his reſidence in the country. 


o you obſerye that couple who are now 


coming towards us? Ihe man is a notorious 


cheat, who will ruin the kingdom. He is a 


Britiſh fugitive, and now meditates great de- 


ſigus. His pretended wife, with her red and 
white complexion, is not a jot better than him- 
fclf. They have had acceſs, by means of m my 


compatriots, to the greateſt men in the lan 
His projects, tho extremely dangerous, will be 


put in execution, and they give me pleaſure by 
way of anticipation : For I hope to gain more 
by this game than in a raffle of monks, It 
will impoveriſh ſo many families, that rage and 
deſpair ſhall people a whole city of our kingdom, 
which I had allotted to new converts, who take 


refuge in foreign countries. 


Here BELPHEGOR ſet up a very ſhrill cry. 


| Dear counteſs, ſaid he, let us inſtantly eſcape. 


[I perceive 
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Il perceive a perſon at adiſtance that comes this 
way: tis LYCOPHRON, that redoubtable phy- 
ſician, who has ſent an infinite number of in- 


0 habitants into the kingdom of Puro. The 
company of that gentleman poiſoner will not 


0 uit us, and is only proper for thoſe ladies who 

have jealous huſbands ; or thoſe huſbands who 
4 | 7 want to get rid of their wives; or to ſome redu- 
FT ced heir, who pants after a rich patrimony, 
and is quite out of patience. He kills with im- 
2 punity all that truſt to his medicines. But the 
bother day he gave a ſtrong doſe of opium to the 
young monarch, initead of a cordial. He is the 
moſt ignorant quack in the whole world, and 
never knew what it is to ſtudy, All the morning 
de ſcribbles over ſome waſte paper, which a 
bookſeller has the complaiſance toprint,in order 
to ſell the ſheets afterwards to the wholeſale gro- 
cers. After dinner he haunts the coffee-houſes, 
to take in ſome novice at gaming. If you ſuf- 
fer him to enter your doors, truſt me, tis all 
over with you: Your huſband will intimate a 
great many others, who love poor miſtreſſes that 
they may enrich them, and rich wives that they 


mately acquainted with LE BRINVILLERS, 
and there are very weighty reaſons to let him 
go onquietly without puniſhment. All his know - 
ledge lies in the pills of that MEG RA, which 


who kills with his eyes, and poiſons with his 


1 impotent 


may beggar them. Onr ÆscuL Ar lus was inti- 


he ſells very dear to thoſe who are ſo unhappy as 
to want them. In a word, he is a very baſliſk, 


breath: Let us fly him as a woman wold fly an 
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impotent lover. I am very much obliged ts 
you for your advice, faid I to BELPKRGOR: : 
but I know him, and have no inclination to 
make him an aſſignment. - 
After this converſation my noble devil left 
me, without having once ſuſpected my meta- 
morphoſis. Immediately J fled home, where a 
young knight of Malta expected me with im- 
patience. He was very intimate with the lady 
whoſe figure IIhad borrowed. BELPHEGOR 
had inflamed him with defires of enjoyment, 
and aſſured him that he would make me ſenſible 
of his torment, and mollify my virtue, I con- 
feſs that I have a hundred times repented my be- 
ing a devil, incapable of yielding to his paſſion, 
and following the examplcs of the court ladies z 
for certainly Aponrs had not more charms | 
than this amiable Chevalier. His conſtancy, for I. 
a courtier, was extraordinary: Already, for |” 
more than four months, he had declared himſelf 
an adorer of the counteſs, without obtaining the | * 
leaſt favour ; which on her part, ſhewed an ad- * cert? 
mirable reſolution for a lady of quality. I: |” was 
frankly own, that I had more regard to his paſ- |? degr, 
fon than the counteſs ; which made me give follo 
him ſome hopes of ſucceſs. He puſhed the point few | 
a little home upon me; but it was out of my wore 
power to make him happy. I demanded time met 
to conſider the matter, and ſeemed to capitulate of t. 
upon honourable conditions; reſolving all the | verſi 
while to inſpirethe lady with the ſame ſentiments of it 
whenever ſhe came home. I have ſucceeded to little 
admiration z and for ſix and twenty years 7 peare 
| | 7 5 | | EEE for . 
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© (for ſo long they have had a right underſtanding 1 

N: ] together) their reciprocal paſſion has not in the 
to leaſt diminiſhed. bl 
L 4 The knight, as ſatisfied as a nun who had 9 

ft | boy received her new year's gift, conducted me 4 
to a pompous entertainment, that was given "i 
; « | one evening at the Gobelins by a certain great 9 
n- here Every thing there was very ſplendid; 9 
dy | but nothing gave more pleaſure than the ſe- 1 
R 4 * cond deſert, For that reaſon it was very If 
it, long, and the debauch of it was puſhed to i 
le ſome exceſs. Every female ahove twenty bw! 
n- years old was prohibited this entertainment. 1 
e- 1 When it was found that the liquor began to 0 1 
n, operate, all the lights were put out in a mo- 1 


ment, that CUeiD might have full liberty to 


ns | rove without reſtraint. My ſprightly young | 

or lover did not ſleep on this occafion, and the {10 

or | ſcene at firſt put me in a fright: but I preſently we 
elf > aſſumed the ſhape of a man, and ſo the Cheva- 1 
he 2 lier miſſed his ſcent, when other wiſe he would 5 
d- certainly have run me down. A confuſed noiſe |. 
: was at firſt heard throughout the aſſembly. By 9 by 
degrees a profound ſilence came on, which was ol 
ve | followed by ſighs from contented hearts, and a 1 
nt feu feeble excla nations. The ſoft and tender 1 
1y words that I heard fly about in whiſpers, gave pd 
ne me to underſtand that this feaſt was to the taſte bf 
te of the gueſts, and infinitely beyond all the di- "hi 
he > verſions of the carnival ;z and the conſequences . 
ts Hof it ſhewed my opinion well grounded. | il 
to | little while after ſeveral young virgins diſap- Wi 
ſt, 2 i” peared, under pretence of illneſs; and at the 1 
or . C 5 end I 


c wom en. 
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end of ten months they ſhone forth again, with 
new vermilion in their checks. 
J had been now at court above three monthe, 


fo fully employed that I had not time to look 
round me. But one night finding myſelf at 


leiſure in my apartment, it came into my head | 
to examine my houſe, and viſit all the ſervants |? 


while they were under the dominion of Mon- 
PHEUs. My pretended huſband had a chamber- 


maid, and I a valet de chambre; for we both 
followed the faſhion of the court. There were 
thirty other domeſticks in family, fifteen men, 
ahd fifteen maids; or, if you pleaſe, women; 
or, to ſpeak more juſtly, neither maids nor | 
I made my tour from chamber to 
chamber, paying the Count, as became me, the | 
The poor gentleman, by miſtake, 7 
was in the chamber-maid's bed, and I found 
them very faſt aſleep. All the reft were coupled? 
in the ſame manner, every J Ac k with his? 
'Joan, down to the very fcullion-boy, who was þ 
ſnoring in the garret with the hoſtler's daugh-Þ * 
ter, a girl that had not yet entered her teens.“ 

So, ſaid I to myſelf,, this is like to be a very); 
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fruitful houſe. But the beſt of it is, that not 


4 


the maſter! _. 


one creature can reproach another. A very re- 
gular gradation, from the meaneſt ſervant up to! 


This phenomenon, which indeed was nomi-Þ 


in the fame ſituation, 


racle in that delightful climate, gave me the“ 
thought of paying a like viſit to the houſes of 
ſeveral courtiers. I found them all pretty near 


IF 
- PF. 


In one the huſband was . 
abſent; F 
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abſent; but a great booby of a footman occupied 
his place. The fellow was not aſleep, and the 
lady made good uſe of her time. In another 


houſe, Madam was ſleeping by the ſide of her 
chamberlain, while happy Monſieur regaled 


himſelf in the bed of an actreſs. In a third 
the huſband was at reſt in the arms of a bloated 
old governeſs, and his lady loſing her honour 
in a party at ombre. In a word, having gone 
thro about a ſcore of palaces, and perceiving 
that every thing went on much in the ſame 
manner as in the houſe I inhabited, I reſolved to 
play them a Trick in my own natural way. 
With this view I went home, and muttered over 
certain charms, which buried them all in pro- 


N found lethargy, that I knew would continue till 


eight o'clock the next evening. I exempred not 
a ſoul from the effect of my magic power, but 
the porters, and a few leprous wretches that no 
woman would touch. At 5 o'clock in the after. 
noon I took my flight from houſe to houſe mak- 


ing myſelf inviſible to enhance the pleaſure of 


the adventure. I opened all the doors to a great 
number of perſons of both ſexes, who came to 
pay their cuſtomary vifits. Surprized to ſee no- 
body when they entered, the gueſts went from 
room to room, and ſurveyed at leiſure this hu- 
morous aſſemblage of love. In one I waked 
the maſter from the fide of his chambermaid, 
and the good man burſt out into a hearty laugh 
to ſee his dear moiety in the arms of a valet. 
In another I took the charm from my lady, 
(that lady who had lodged with her ag 6 


i 
£1 
[S | 
4s 
* 1 
{ 
5 
11 
—— 485 
f 
1 
bs 
* 
1 
iN 
iS 
'S 


—_— —— i 1 


. 


8 — « W,, I Tn 


MM _ 


22 — 


48 The Devil Hermit. 


lain) and ſhe ſtormed like a mad woman at her 
huſband, becauſe ſhe caught him with the go- 
verneſs of her children. The lord who had 
juſt riſen from his actreſs, threw out a thouſand 
invectives at his wife, whom he ſurprizcd in the 
flagrant act of infidelity,  _ | 
he hiſtory of this affair, for a conſiderable. 
time, gave a great deal of diverſion to the 
court. The Count, my imaginary huſband, 
and his domeſtics, tho' guilty of the ſame 
crimes, were the firſt to rally thoſe who had 
been detected. As they were not like to be 
more reſerved for the future, J determined to 
make an example of them too, and put my de- 
ſign in execution the very next night. After ha- 
ving lulled them all heartily to ſlcep, I went to 
the enchanted caſtle to fetch home the lady my 
original, and made her an eye-witneſs of the 
diſorders of her family. As ſhe was virtuous 
at this time, ſhe drove away all theſe ſcandalous 
domeſticks, not omitting even her huſband's 
chambermaid. His lordſhip, who loved variety, 
was very well pleaſed with this revolution. She 
who ſucceeded took the place of herpredeceſlor; 
as who could long reſiſt the endearments of a 
Count? | 
Having again tranſported the lady back ts 
her former habitation, the ſame ceconomy be- 
gan again in the honſe ; whence I concluded 
them an incorrigible company, and that the de- 


vils had no need to tempt ſuch people as theſe. 


An idle life, good eating and drinking, and 
above all the maſter's example, inſtructed them 
EZ» Hetter 
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better. than hell itſelf coüld have done. It is 
not without reaſon therefore that our diabolical 


princes are fond of the court, becauſe they live 


there in a ſweet repoſe, and have ſcarce any bus 
fineſs on their hands. 

I paſſed my time, you ſee, moſt agreeably. 
Fortune however, jealous of my happineſs, no 


longer continued me in her favour, but put a 


ſudden end to my enjoyment. I have told you, 
that I had given ſome hopes to the knight of 
Malta. BeLPHEGOR, ſurprized at my reſiſt- 


ance, (for he was entirely devoted to the Che- 


valier) began to doubt that I was not a real 


27 and ſuſpected that my form was mere- 
y 


y fantaſtical. Immediately he took his flight 
to hell, and convoked together all the inhabi- 
tants of that empire, who appeared to his ſum- 
mons; they appeared, I ſay, all but your humble 
ſervant. Then he no longer doubted my ha- 
ving borrowed the lady's figure, and his rage 
drew from him the moſt horrible imprecations 
againſt my poor individual. I knew from the 
firſt the danger I was expoſed to, and therefore 
went inſtantly to the enchanted palace, releaſed 


the Counteſs, and tranſported her to her cham- 


ber. then took my flight into the middle re- 
gion of the air, where, alas! he ſoon diſcovered 


me. I was obliged to confeſs my crime; for a 


crime it was to inſinuate myſelf at court. All 
his raſcally followers, my mercileſs comrades, 
Hunted me with ſo much brutality, that I trem- 
bled leſt I ſhould never get out of their clutches, 
By degrees however I made my eſcape, andafter 


having 
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having rambled thro' ſeveral provinces, 1 met 
by chance a canon or abbot of the court, who 
gave me an aſy lum in his the 


» 
5 


— = 


CHAP. IV, 


of the Occupation of Aſtaroth, as an ele 
2 e Chancellor. 


O not imagine, Sir, that my new hoſt 


was one of your common ſort of abbots, 
your eccleſiaſtics reduced to a ſimple prebend, 
your zealous prieſts who ſet hell at defiance: 
ſuch a thought as that would do me great inju- 
ſtice; I was too fond of courtiers to debaſe my- 
ſelf ſo egregiouſly. Having taſted the pleaſures 
of a court life, I was in no haſte to renounce 
them. For this reaſon they gave me, by way 
of irony, the name of the courtly Dæx MON, and 
ſome writers have. put me upon a level with 
BgELPHEGOR and LEVIATHAN. It was in 
wandering from country to country, in order 


to eſcape the claws of my enemies, when J was 
juſt ready, out of mere deſpair, to take repoſe 


under the frock of a father cordelier, that I 
found this holy man, who ſoon made me a- 
mends for the affront I had receceived, in n being 
obliged to leave the Counteſs BELISE., 

It is indeed very true, that the court I was 
now going to act my part in could not be put 
in cormpetkion with the other. Nothing 2» 
een 
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feen in the firſt but magnificence, riches, ban- 
quets, and balls: the ſecond, on the contrary, 
was diſtinguiſhed only by rapine, niggardli- 
neſs, and ſordid intereſt. In the firſt was an 
infinite number of fine gentlemen, witty, po- 
lite, and affable; in the ſecond a filthy troop 


of hypocrites, buried almoſt for ever in drun- 


kenneſs. Yet even here I taſted a great many 
pleaſures, as the mummeries which paſſed were 


| ſeaſoned with a certain ſatirical ſalt, that made 


them extremely delightful. | 
The perſon who had lodged me was the ſe- 


.cond man in the ſtate, and inferior only to the 


prince. He held the two chief employments of 
that eccleſiaſtical ſovereignty ; which employ- 
ments, notwithſtanding, were incompatible in 
themſelves, and could not be filled up by one 
and the ſame perſon. But what cannot favour 
perform ? It gives capacity to thoſe who have it 
not. I confeſs that the figure of this man made 
me recoil at firſt, and thatit was with reluctance 


I ſo debaſed myſelf, juſt after having quitted a 
beautiful lady, as to jump down the throat of a 


creature four foot and a half high with broad 
round ſhoulders, the paunch of a Sa NcHo, and 


a mean crabbed air, which at firſt glance gave a 


full indication of his folly, and that his under- 


ſtanding was altogether as ſhort as his ſight. 


Such was, in reality, this quibbling ſophiſticat- 
ing Monſieur P ABE, the Count de RoLLin. 


The ſtate has been divided fromtimeimmemorial 


between As Mop Es the devil of luxury, and 
FAGEL the devil of chicanery. The firſt 
preſides 
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preſides over the heads of the community, and 
the ſecond influences the populace only: in a 
word, As Mop Eus is as it were the prince, and 
FAGEL acts as the chancellor. 
HFappily for me I detected, in the form of ſe- 
cretary to my new hoſt, another diſgraced de- 
vil whoſe name was URIEI. He had already 
officiated for ten years in this character, and 
with the higheſt applauſe from his worthy ma- 
ſter. You know doubtleſs that Lord URIEI 
is the verrieſt thief, and yet the moſt arro- 
gant raſca] that ever hell produced. At my ar- 
rival, however, his credit began to diminiſh : 
| he had committed ſomanyrogueries to enrich his 
patron, as to draw on himſelf a great number 
of enemies. The very imps of As Mops, 
jealous of his glory, and becauſe he had gone 
even beyond them in promiſes, were trying 
their utmoſt to out- reach him. I dextroufl 
took advantage of the remainder of his credit, 
to get myſelf acquainted with the intrigues of 
this petty court. As I had over him a ſort of 
ſuperiority, Icommanded him to unmaſkthe ſo- 
yereign and his principal courtiers. Iwas obliged, 
in order to make him comply, to declare my 
name; but it was upon oath firſt given, that 
he would never betrayme, nor diſcover my retreat 
to my perſecutors. The oath of a devil indeed is 
no very ſacred thing, as the ſcoundrel taught me 
within four months after, when, to ſupport 
himſelf, he impeached me.But if I am not reven- 


ged on him, never believe ASTAROTH again. 
Friend 
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Friend  AsTAROTH, ſays UR1EL to me 


one day, 1 am going to court, to get the depo- 


ſition ſigned of a gallant eccleſiaſtic, who was 
lately deprived of his benefice for having lived 
too regularly. If thou wanteſt to know the 
ſovercignand his chief courtiers, come with me, 


and leave thy good maſter a few hours. He 


ſpends the afternoon with Madam LICRHER- 
OUs, and has no occaſion for thee : for his own 
inclination will make him act more brutalities 
than thou art able to ſuggeſt. Let us go then, 
my dear URIEL; I am ready, ſaid I, to bear 


thee company.—Scarce were we a league from 


the city when we met a ſmall company of 
people, who were taking the air in a ſpacious 


avenue ſhaded with poplars, and watered by a 


fine large river, 


The firſt thing I enquired was, who thoſe 
men were. They are, anſwered he, the prince 
and his courtiers. Doſt thou note that great old 
ſhark of a man, who walks with the help of a 
crutch-ſtick? That is BRN ABAS, the great 
BaRNABAS. What, ſaid I, the prince? Ay 
friend, the prince, replies URIEL. —He has, 


in my opinion, a very mean aſpect and air: that 


gray head of his gives me but an indifferent idea 


of his wiſdom, and capacity forgovernment. — 
What a fool art thou, ſays he, for a devil of 
thy experience] Thou oughteſt to know, that 
they are not always men of merit whoareraiſed 
to ſuch dignities as theſe. A lazy diſregard to 
all the exceſſes of the nobility is preferable to 


mony 
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mony are engines that ſeldom here fail of ſue- 


_ ceſs, It was merely to cabal, and the intereſt 


of a few particular men, that this fellow owed 


his high elevation. They thought, by electing 


a man without genius, to engroſs the govern- 
ment in their own hands. But BARN ABAS 
has bit them all: tho” a wretch that formerly 
often wanted bread, he has violated his probity, 
and all the ties of friendſhip, to maintain the au- 
thority they gave him, and has aptly enough 
taken for his motto, Plus voluit. 

Sayſt thou fo, friend URIEL? replied J. 


The fellow then is not ſuch a fool as I thought 


him. They preſent him with  liquoriſh bit, 
and he keeps it: I think he is very much in the 
right. But favour me with a particular account 
of the manner of this his extraordinary eleva- 
tion, —Give attention then As ARO TH, and 

ou ſhall be obliged. But firſt I muſt let you 


into ſome eſſential circumſtances : for only we 


princely devils are capable of knowing the in- 


trigues carried on at theſe elections, and Iſhould 


be as ignorant as thou artupon this head, if I 
had not been ten years in the adminiſtration. 
You muſt know, in the firſt place, that this 


ſtate is dependent on the great JUPITER of the 


tiara ; that the nomination can be made only by 
a certain number of perſons, who are all poſſeſ- 
fed by the imps of As Mop RUs; and that a man 


muſt be of this body to have any hand in 
the affair. For this reaſon many noblemen of 


high quality enter themſelves in this fraternity, 
whenever the ſovercignty is vacant, LEVIA- 
EET” THAN 
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THAN and BELPHEGOR order FACGEL to 
ſet all the electors together by the ears, and di- 
vide them into feveral factions. He afterwards 
inſpires every one to give his voice to him that 
bids moſt; and as many are gaping after this 
lucrative dignity, it always ſells high, there be- 
ing uſually four or five competitors, who all 
have their partizans. "Theſe divided partics, 
after a thouſand diabolical tricks, are gradually 
united by dint of money, and reduced to two, 
If theſe two factions are equal, a very large 
ſum goes to get over one or two electors, and 
then the nomination is made. It coſts his new 
highneſs indeed, ſometimes, about an hundred 
thouſand crowns: but as he isfure to reimburſe 
his capital with large intereſt, by ſelling all 
offices that depend on his ſovereignty, the ad- 


vancing the money gives him little concern. 
He enters upon a certain fund, that brings in at 


leaſt four hundred thouſand crowns per annum. 

_ Theſe people, however, are obliged toactcer- 
tain grimaces. They celebrate public prayers, 
and call down the holy ghoſt to their aſſiſtance. 
But all that is only a fneſl: of Maſter FAO ELS, 
that by faſcinating the eyes of an ignorant po- 
pulace, he may the better fiſh in troubled water. 


In a word, there paſſes ſo many apiſh, not to 


ſay deviliſh tricks at theſe elections, that I 
ſhould never finiſh the irkſome relation. Be- 
ſides, you will become acquainted with theſe 


things yourſelf, if you ſtay here any time: for 


yon old fellow is juſt at the end of his career, 


and muſt very ſoongo toreceive the puniſhment 
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due to his avarice and ingratitude. His apart- 
ment is already prepared amongſt us: we wait 


his coming with impatience, in order to exact 


from bim a ſevere retribution for all the goods 
that he has raviſned from the poor, to ſupport 


the luxury of his family. But let us return to 


his election. 
This righteous eceleſiaſtic was very poor, 


and ſubſiſted upon the benevolence ofa generous 


nobleman, who had undertaken to maintain a 
certain party. But perceiving that all his in- 
trigue and cabal, in ſpite of the money he la- 


viſhed away, was unable to triumph over the 
other factions, he was inſpired by FAG EN to 
aim at the ſovereignty. For this purpoſe he 
had recourſe to certain ſtratagems, which are 
known only in our empire. He imagined 
that our eccleſiaſtic, whom he loaded with fo 


many favours, and who looked with ſuch a 
ſanctified demure countenance, would reſign to 


him the ſovereignty, if he could cauſe the election 
to fall upon his head. Vainly he thought with- 


in himſelf, that a ſaint of this ſpecies would ne- 
ver be able tobearthe weighty burden of govern · 
ment, He bound him therefore by @ ſecret 
oath. But no ſooner was our good man elected 
than he forgot his oath, and his friendſhip, and 


was fully perſuaded that a perjury of this nature 


is a mere peccadillo, that a few years of purga- 
tory hereafter wiil amply atone for. The 


nobleman, ſeeing himſeif ſo baſely duped, took 
a ſudden trip into our kingdom, to carry thither 


his complaints, where he waits the coming of 
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this falſe friend, in order to make him ſenſible 
that the laws of friendſhip and gratitude are not 
violated with impunity. I am of opinion, 
however, that the match will be very unequal ; 
for the good man, during his reign, has acqui- 
red a number of partiſans among us, whoin 
all 1 will be too powerful for his anta- 
Oni 9 
; Doſt thou ſee that lubbardly greaſy-guts, who 
diverts himſelf with a fooliſh thing he has juſt 
uttered ? That is a pitiful fellow of a verger, 
whom his highneſs has raifed out of the dirt to 


make him his prime miniſter ; an arrant varlet, 


born under a lucky conſtellation, who, with 
every bad quality that goes to compoſe a per- 
fect knave, hath made himſelf rich at the pu- 
blic expence, by ſelling all the good graces of 
his maſter : formerly he was a mercury, now 
a ſole privy counſellor. 

Hah ! what kind of a man is that, who diſ- 


torts himſelf yonder like one poſſeſſed ?---How, 


ſaid he, friend ASTAROTH, doſt thou not 
know that ſcoundre]? I am ſurprized at it. 
And yet he is one of that ſpecies who cauſed 
thy baniſhment, He is ape and buffoon to the 
prince, who delights in his low witticiſms, and 
ridiculous capuchinades; and has therefore made 


him the ſecond perſon in his council. Ay, ſaid 


I, is he one of thoſe miſerable hypocrites? But 


he has no beard, and that prevented my know) 


ing him, Let it not ſurprize you, continued 
UR1EL, that he wants the tokens of virility : 
it is becauſe theunluckypoor dog has undergone 
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the fate of ABELARD, for having made tos 
free uſe of what nature had given him. Well 
URIEIL, cried I, I muſt take vengeance on this 
great booby, for the ſcurvy trick played me by 
bis brother. By your leave, neighbour AsTA- 
ROTH, ſaid my guidz very ſmartly, he is under 
my dominion, and we ſhall quarrel if 2 
touch him. It is he that procures the ratifica- 
tion of all my infamies. If I loſe his reve- 
rence, I muſt ſoon pack up and be gone. He is 
my protector, friend, and it behoves me to take 
care of him. The other day he obliged the 


prince upon my recommendation, to ſign the 


pardon of a young cannon, who had got two 
ſiſters with child. It had been all over with my 


ſpark but for his interpoſition. The very next 


day, out of mere friendſhip to me, he pro- 
cured mercy for the curate of a ſmall city a- 
bout two leagues and a half from the. capital, 

who had debauched the four prettieſt young 
girls of all his flock. In ſhort, I could not poſ- 
ſibly enrich my maſter, if this bon companion 
did not palliate all my legerdemain tricks. Such 
a brother as this is a real acquiſition, which hell 
may be proud of. 


Very well, URIEL, I forgive him then; but 


here comesanother that ſhall not eſcape ſo eaſily. 
"That end of a man there, 1s it not a capuchin ? 
Upon the faith of a devil, I ſhould think it a 


tall Pruſſian grenadier cut in two. Be what it 


will, here goes at him. Hold, hold, no quar- 
rels among friends, ſaid URieL again; I pro- 
A him no leſs than the other, for. he is the 

prince's 
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prince's director. I inſinuate to his highneſs, 


thro' his means, whatever I pleaſe; for ex- 


ample, to ſell all benefices, or at leaſt to con- 
fer them only on infants, incapable of knowing 
the function they embrace; or en blockheads, 
without the leaft tincture of literature; or on 
debauches, who ſpend all the revenues in grati- 
fying their irregular paſſions; or, in a word, 


on footmen, who, grown haughty by prefer- _ 


ment, treat with contempt all others who rely 
on their protection. Hence proceed ſo many 
excellent men, who come in crouds to people 
our empire; hence thoſe debaucheries, thoſe 
ſcandaluus amours, which call the bluſh into 
every modeſt cheek ; hence proceed ignorance, 


.drunkenneſs, injuſtice, aſſaſſinations, and thoſe 
other ſhameful vices which reign with a dread- 


ful tyranny among the populace ; hence, in a 
word, that unruly race of men, who know nei- 
ther , probity nor honour. The example of 
theſe guides leads them blindly into ſuch crying 
diſorders, that all ſtrangers look upon this coun- 
try, not as a place inhabited by men, but as an 
Infernal colony; ſo that ASMODEUs lives here 


in mere idleneſs, and FAGEL has very little 


Fe 5 
But tell me, friend URIEL, who is that 


little original with an Italian phiz, and a mali- 


cious ſmile in his countenance ? That, ſays he, 
is a cunning ſharper, who has made his eſcape 
from the court of the great JUPITER of the 


triple crown. His avarice had led him thither, 


and he had amaſſed there abundance of money, 
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by ſelling diſpenſations at random to all comers. 


Tho' born in the loweſt obſcurity, that dwarf 
of a fellow aſpired at the purple, which un- 


doubtedly he had merited by his knaveries ; 


but, unluckily for hell, he was ſupplanted, and 
obliged to return from whence he came.” He 
then got to be ſubſtitute to the prince, in order 


to perform the functions of his miniſtry, It 
was wiſely done to chuſe ſuch an accompliſhed 


cheat, ſuch a worm, that will eat out the re- 
maining intrails of the people. His pale coun- 
tenance, without diſpute, denotes his Italian in- 
clinations; and indeed he takes little pains to 
mortiſy his outward man by a life agreeable to 
his calling. He paſſes for a ſaint however here; 
but for an abandoned fellow in the country he 


left, Heis a true imp of hell, and has acquired 


us more ſouls than a dozen of our own emiſ- 
ſaries. He had enriched a niece by his monopo- 
lies, whoſe huſband, fince her death, enjoys 
with impunity the revenues of the church. 
And whoſe is that ſuperb equipage, which ad- 
vances this way ? Certainly it muſt be ſome 
ambaſſador, coming to obtain an audience of 
the prince? —ASTAROTH, thou art a mere 


novice here, ſaid URIEL : all that gaudy train 


is the trappings of a monk, Don Nicaise, 
who owns it, has found means, by favour of his 
habit, to overtop all the prime miniſters of this 
country. Born among the dregs of the people, 
' he renounced, out of humility, a chimerical 
ſucceſſion, to catch one more real, as well as 


more conſiderable. The vows of Pe 
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and renunciation of the world, which he 


took at the feet of altars, were the means of i | 
luxury and ambition. He quitted for God a 7 
ule and centemptible condition, in order to N 1 
embrace one of high diſtinction. A man mutt 1 
have a very difintereſted virtue to take ſuch a ; i 
ſtep as this. Scarce was he richer than-the Savi- 10 
our of mankind, having only a cottage for his 1 
habitation, and a waiting woman for his wife, = 
But now, in a cloifter, he has ſplendid coaches, 1 
magnificent palaces, a levee like a prince, and = 
ladies of the firſt quality for his miſtreſſes. With | 
them he devours the ſubſtance of an infinite 1 


number of unhappy farmers, whom he and 
© his predeceſſors have reduced to beggary. As- 
© MoDEUs, I ſee, is whiſpering in his ear: let 
us hide ourſelves for fear of being known. "1 
But this great man, ſaid I, ſeems uneaſy and 
melancholic: What can diſturb a perſon of his 
| © diſtinction ?— Ah, my dear ASTAROTH, he 
has very good cauſe. Yeſterday a gentleman 
© of the firſt rank, both for birth and merit, diſ- 
puted with him the precedence, and treated him 
with a little uncivil language, but fuch as his 
pride deſerved, How could he brook ſuch a 
heinous offence? ASMODEUs now prompts 
him to complain to the ſovereign, and to- mor- 
row he will put it in his head to commence a 
El:w-ſuit with the nobleman, to diſpute with 
him an eſtate that joins to the abbey lands; 
and, tho” the nobleman's family had poſſeſſed it 
above two hundred years, it will be proved, as 
clear as the day, that he has no manner of title 
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to it. The ſuit will laſt twelve or fourteen 


years, and then the nobleman, having ſpent half 


his fortune, ſhall pay all coſts, and loſe his 
eſtate, "This will be the iſſue of the quarrel 
that now begins; and I muſt ſay the gentleman 
well deſerves it. What! a man of his rank 
not to give way, and to be wanting in reſpect 
to the ſon of a baker ! Indeed, his lordſhip i is an 
impertinent coxcomb. — But let us conclude 
this dialogue, for it is time to go back to the 
city. —As ſoon as URIEL had preſented his 
petition, and the prince had ſigned it without 
reading, we returned with all expedition to the 


hotel. 


1 lth. 


HAT. v. 


New Sights which the DEVIL Herr 
Was entertained with at the Court of***, 


. HE NI came to the palace Iwas quite 


at liberty; for my carnal habitation was 

not yet returned from Madam LECHEROUs. 
As having rambled from room to room, [ 
fat myſelf down among the domeſtics. An im.: 
pertinent valet de chambre, lolling negligent]y 

upon a couch aſſumed the man of importance, 

and condeſcended to talk with five or fix foot- 

men, who ſtood round him with abundance e 

reſpect. He preached morality to one; turned 
another 1 into * called a chird unmanner- 
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ly dog, for being covered in his preſence. 
Learn my friends, ſays he, that when his excel- 
lency is not at home, I repreſent his perſon ; 
and it does not become a pimp of a ſkip-kennel 
to anſwer me with his hat on. But a propcs, 
Sirs; my maſter ſtays out long to- night. By hea- 
vens! he uſes me ill. It is paſs one o'clock in 
the morning. Does he think I will break my 
reſt in this manner ? Faith, gentlemen, he 1s 
deceived, he is miſtaken in his man. I am none 
of thoſe vulgar valets de chambre but as good a 
man, tho' I ſay it, as my maſter himſelf. 
Then addreſſing himſelf to a chambermaid, 

whom he wantonly ogled, My father, ſays he, 
was the beſt perriwig-maker in our village; and 
who is his excellence pray? Without favour he 
Had been inferior to me. O! here he comes, 
and faith in a pretty pickle too; I fancy he 
wants no ſupper : his miſtreſs has not uſed him 
ſo ill to-day. What alife is this for an eccleſi- 
aſtic ! What injuſtice there is in the world! 
Well, fortune was ſadly miſtaken; ſhe had 
better have raiſed me to his poſt. 

Next day the chambermaid, who had no re- 
ſpect for him, related all this to my landlord. 
I prompted him to turn away the ſcoundrel, 
which was accordingly done, My chap then 
loſes in an inſtant all his French air, and runs 
to the footman whom he had inſulted the even- 
ing before. My friend FRAMRO ISE, ſaid the 
varlet in a ſubmiſſive tone, you know the defe- 
rence and reſpect I have for your perſon. My 
dear maſter loves you ; oblige me, and obtain 
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my favour, and upon the faith of a gentleman 
of the chamber, I will not be ungrateful. 
FRAM BOIS E, like a.cunning fellow, laughed 
in his face, and thruſt him out neck and ſhoul- 

ders. e 
My charitable hoſt had a magnificent palace, 
adorned throughout with the ſpoils of the church 
and the people. His ſervants were numerous, 
and almoſt as regular as himſelf. The maids 
lived in perfect harmony with the footmen; but 
as they were not enough to make equal couples, 
one of them ſerved two or three. It is true that 
jealouſy ſometi mes occaſioned 2 broils ; 
but the maſter, like a prudent man, always ap- 
peaſed them, and laid the blame on the weakeſt. 
 ASTAROTH, ſaid URIEL, this is a con- 
clave-day : but I believe his excellence will not 
be there; for he is obliged to preſide in another 
tribunal, where he will determine a cauſe in fa- 
vour of a perſon whom he.condemned as guilty 
eight days ago. I confeſs, he does not do it 
without reaſon, My maſter did not know him, 
and the adverſary had made him a preſent of a 
fine golden ſnuff-box. But our man has ſince 
acknowledged his fault, and the day betore 
yeſterday ſent him two ſtately horſes, with fifty 
louis d'or. This procured him the promiſe of a 
rehearing, and that rehearing will go much in 
his favour. Several eſſential depoſitions had 
been omitted. The ſecretary of the tribunal, 
who is an inſatiable blood-ſucker, wasnot greaſ- 
ed in the hand, and had therefore laid them 
aſide by my maſter's order. But when the horſce 
: and 
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ant! the golden louis arrived, it was reſolved to 


join theſe papers to the reſt ; ſo that the honeſt 
man is now ſure of victory. I am ravifhed at 
the thought ; for he is an excellent chapman, 
who has always abundantly ſupplied my neceſſi- 
ties with money. Two fraudulent bankrupt- 
cies have put him upon a level with the beſt 


men in the whole city. The villain that ſucs 


him never gave me a ſous, and therefore bis 
claim is ill- founded. He requires that honeſt 
merchant to re imburſe him twenty thouſand 


gorins, which he lent- him before his ſecond 
bankruptcy. Now this demand cannot but be 


unjuſt, becauſe the other proves evidently that 
he has loſt above a hundred thouſand florins, 
which he gave in wedlock with his daughter, 
who without that could not have married a 


petty lord of a pariſh. What an unfair thing it 


would be to make him repay ſuch a debt! My 
equitable maſter therefore has taken the noble re- 
ſolutien to give him large damages, and all coſts 


of ſuit : ſo that, friend ASTAROTH, you have 


abſolutely no occaſion to be with him to-day. If 


you care then to accompany me, you ſhall ſee a 
pleaſant conclave, in truth as groteſque an one as 


ever was ſeen in our kingdom. I will give you an 
idea of thoſe who compoſe it, when once you 


: have been a witneſs of their deciſions. You will 
find yourſelf in a land of great knowledge. 


Yeſterday you ſaw at court the twe principal 
buttreſſes of this ſenſeleſs Areopagus ; I mean, 
the ſubſtitute and the director of his high- 
nelse- - - 1 NR 
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About nine o' clock the ſecretary URITIEE, 
for fear of fainting, ſtowed in his paunch five 
or ſix large ſlices of ham, and two ſwinging 
bottles of wine. So my good friend, ſaid I mer- 
rily, you are not over ſober now for an eccleſia- 


ic. His excellence really i is much more regular 


than you. He has taken nothing this morning 


but a diſh of chocolate, and about half a par- 


a makes amends for it, I own, in the remaining 
part of the day. He allows himſelf two bottles 


tridge, with one fmall bottle of Tockay wine. 


Poor gentleman, I pity him; it is. almoſt ten 


o*clock, and he has already been up at leaſt an 


hour. He never dines till half an hour after 


twelve: judge then, I beſeech you, the ſobriety 
of this good man. Two long hours without ta- 
king the leaſt nouriſhment! This is indeed carry- 
ing his mortification to a very great length. He 


at dinner, four more before ſupper, and one and 
an half, after; which to be ſure is a quantum 


Suffictt for a corporation of thoſe dimenſions : 
for I am certain, that if what he eats and drinks. 


in one day could be collected together, it would 


make a body conſiderably larger than that which 


receives it. 


In troth, As TARO TH, thou art a merry 


wag, to preach up abſtinence here. Know, my 
friend, continues URIEL, that the corps which 
1 inhabit is the leaſt intemperate of all the 
courtly fraternity. Poor devil, thou art little 
acquainted, I perceive, with canons. yet: but 
have patience, and thou ſhalt ſee many other 

exceſſes in this country. ASMODEUS, from 
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their very birth, accuſtoms them inſenſibly to 
this kind of mortification. It is by this that 
they diſtinguiſh themſelves from the common 
burghers, from whom the could not elſe te 


poſſibly known. They wear they ſame dreſs, 


except at church : They have their wives, like 
your married men; their concubines, like your 


petit maitres : they cheat like ſhop-keepers, are 
as Covetous as uſurers, as treacherous as artih- 


cers, without faith and without honour like the 
populace. 1 | | 
Very good, ſaid I, this country pleaſes me 


much; the people juſt hit my taſte, and I fancy 


7 ſhall ſtay among them a long while: but let 
us go to the conclave ; it is almoſt high time. 


With al! my heart, anſwered URIEL, and 


immediately mounts into his coach; for his in- 
dividual, who was the ſon of a journeyman 
blackſmith, and had never in his youth enjoyed 


one quarter of an hour's pleafure but ſpent his 
days in the moſt laborious indigence, was now 
reſolved to make himſelf amends for his paſt 
ſufferings, by all the ways that effeminacy, and 


the moſt refined luxury could dictate. 


Being arrived at the court-houſe, we went 


up together into a long gallery crouded with 


people. Monks there were of all colours, eccle- 


ſtaſtics of every age, women and girls, men and 
boys; and upon the viſage of each might be 


ſeen certain ſymptoms, which gave ſome inſight. 


into their affairs, Here a troop of young bi- 
gots, with the moſt timorous and humble air, 


uneaſily waited for their examination,inhopes to 
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be admitted into orders: there a company. of 
prieſts, venerable for age and ſanctity, ſtood ac- 
cuſed of practiſing too much ſeverity. Here 
voung men and maids, with a gay and wanton 
air, were eagerly ready to part with their money, 
for leave to put themſelves under the yoke of 
H MEN: there ſome of both ſexes, more ad- 
vanced in years, were come to make complaints 
againſt their reſpective moieties, in order too btain 


A divorce,, or leave to ſhut up the delinquent. 


party in a cloiſter. 

At the fight of ſecretary URIEL, they all 
approached with the utmoſt ſubmiion to crave 
his protection; while he ſcarce deigned to 


vouchſaſe them a look. I was a little diſguſted, 


T muſt own, at the arrogance of this black- 
guard devil-ſecretary. He paſſed thro' the midſt 


of the multitude with the haughty air of an Ax- 


- TABAN, and without returning any ſalute. 


What ſtupid wretches, ſaid I to myſelf, are theſe 


people ! they all know the origin of this fellow, 
his extortions, his thefts, and his ſcandalous life, 


and yet they ſhew him ſo much reſpect ! Well, 


it is certain that favour covers abundance 8 


filth, ſince it is capable to impoſe in this manner. 


But I met with many other ſubjects of aſto- 
niſhment, after. I had been an hour in this dia- 
bolical conclave. 


The young monks were the firſt who advan- 


ced. An humble phyſiognomy, and a ſervile 
outſide, . conſtituted all their merit; for as to 
learning, they had little enough of that'; one 
: ony excepted. He indeed had good natural parts, 
and 
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The Devil Hermit. 69 
and loved ſtudy; and he alone was refuſed ad- 
miſſion. He happened to anſwer the bully of 2 
profeſſor with a little modeſt confidence, but 
the moſt pertinently that could be. This raiſed 
the choler of our pedantick theologue, who im- 
mediately cried out, What an impudent block- 
head is here! Go, my friend, go and ſtudy a 
few years longer. At the ſame time I was mo- 
rally aſſured; that he knew more already than 
the profeſſor. 0 

But here comes a good prieſt,” whoſe gray 
hairs and venerable aſpect are indications of his | / 
real. vittue and merit. What, ſays: my ſecre- w 
tary, the parſon of St Fiacre ?- Ah, my good 1 
friend, you are a very odd ſort of a man. li; 
Thear you had the raſhneſs to refuſe the Eaſter i 
communication to Mr JouvrFLu, becauſe he 9 


keeps a concubine under his wife's noſe, It be- 119 
comes you much, Sir, to give yourſelf ſuch 10 


airs as theſe.. People report too, that you read 
the holy ſcriptures without permiſſion ; which is 
forbid in this dioceſe, and which I now forbid 
you again. The curate modeſtly anſwered, 
Sir, I have poſſeſſed my benefice now forty 
years, and my life has beenirreproachable during 
that time. Heaven be thanked I have always 


done my duty like an honeſt man; and am WM: 
therefore extremely ſurprized at'being cited ro 2 
come here above ten leagues, in order to be 1 
cenſured for having excluded a man from the —_ 
communion, who is not only an adulterer, but WW 


z thief V a murderer, and, in a word, a villain: | iy 
of the firſt rate. „ 14 
li 

D 5 You: | 


no The Devil Hermit. 


Jou are to know, my friend, replied the ſe- 
eretary, that it is ſufficient that we look upon 
Mr JouFFLU to be an honeſt man. It does 
not belong to ſuch a doating old fellow as thou 


art to take liberties contrary to our orders. The 


curate anſwered, I am aſtoniſhed that ſuch a 
boy ſhould pretend to teach me my duty. Who, 
pray, gave you authority to ſpeak here? You 
are no member of the court : it is for other men 
than an upſtart ſecretary to reprove me, ſuppo- 
ſing that I have offended againſt my duty. 
Scarce had the old man uttered theſe words, 
but a confufed murmur was heard theo' all the 
aſſembly. A young fop of a canon, who paſſed 
for a gentleman, becauſe he had aſſumed the 


name of the Count de G*** ; this beardleſs 


brat, I ſay, who is entirely deſtitute of common 
ſenſe, broke into a furious paſſion againſt the 


poor curate, and vomited out a thouſand im- 


pertinences. After this fit of choler was over, 
it was reſolved, by the general voice of the 
Areopagus, to ſuſpend the honeſt parſon a whole 
year from all the functions of his. office, and 
confine him in a ſeminary, A very equitable 
FRE this, ſaid I to myfelf, and worthy to 
de writ in letters of gold: As Mop E Us him- 
ſelf could not have dictated a better. Cardinal 
Max ſneered, the hypecrizical capuchin 
hung down his head ; while another great fan- 
tom of a ſecrerary, who for twenty years had 
been ſtudying all the crafty ſubterfuges of the 
lialians, dropped a few obliging expreſſions to 
comfort the poor curate ; but as he was known 
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for a moſt refined diſſembler, ſcarce would the 
old man vouchſafe him an anſwer. I believe he 
had very good reaſon for what he did : it is dan- 
gerous to give ear to men of that equivocal 
character, 
See gentlemen, cries URIEL ſuddenly (aſſum- 
another air) yonder comes Miſs MANION. 
That big-bellied maid wants to be married, and 
indeed it is high time ſhe was. The parſon of 


her pariſh; apprehenſive of ſcandal, 5 deſired 
me by letter to ſhew her the favour ofdiſpenſing 


with all the three times of aſking, The man 
you know is my friend, and it is for his intereſt 
that the affair be brought to a concluſion. By 
all means, ſays the Count de GKN *, and with 
a great deal of injuſtice in my opinion: What 
think you of it, gentlemen? All the reſt re- 
maining in profound ſilence, the girl had her 
buſineſs done for a ſmall matter. 

Come in, Madam, ſays the ſecretary to ano- 
ther woman. This is Mrs LaidRon, who 
has been a widow three months already. Her 
gallant has lain with her all that time; for the 
poor woman cannot live without a little of 
man. dhe alſo wants a diſpenſation, and pro- 
miſes an hundred crowns to have her marriage 


kept ſecret, becauſe ſhe had entered into con- 


tract with two others, who may impede her 


lawful intention. Has ſhe the hundred crowns. 
here ? ſaysthe Count. Yes, my Lord, the 
woman modeſtly anſwers. Diſpatch her affair 


then, adds our * Count: it is proper ſome- 


times 
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times to grant favours, in violation of the eſta · 
bliſhed forms. | 
Miſs CRRISTIN A too, who comes next, is 


in haſte to be married. She wants to have one 
ban only diſpenſed with. And who, my girl, 


ſays the Count, is your intended huſband? It 


is ſuch an one, my Lord. Hereupon the dif- 


penſator grew ſevere, and repeating the name 
with contempt ; O child, you muſt publifh'your 


third ban; we grant no ſuch kind of diſpenſa - 
tions. But, anſwers the damſel, you never re- 


fuſe them to other people. Lou are miſtaken, 
wench, we grant them only to whom we think 


proper. But tell me now the truth, haſt thou 
let the cat come at the cheeſe before it had re- 
ceived the bleſſing? Haſt thou been playing with 


that blockhead? No, my Lord, ſays CHRIS 
TINA very deliberately ; but —— with a 
young eccleſiaſtic of your relations. Out of re- 
gard therefore to the blood, IJ hope you will fa- 
vour me with that little indulgence. O yes, 


couſin, if it be ſo, to be ſure the affair ſhall be 


diſpatched. 

Come in Meſſieurs CoRnu and Corovs ;. 
what is your pleaſure? My Cornvu ſpoke 
firſt, demanding a divorce, and that his wife 
ſhould be ſhut up in a nunnery. For what rea- 
fon, Sir, ſays the Count. My Lord, becauſe 
my wife is run away with the brother Mendi. 
cant of the Cordeliers: they have lived toge- 
ther this month, and the wicked woman has 
robbed me of all my money. The thing cannot 
be done Mr Coxxv; the Friar is a very good 
| man, 
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Me Devil Hermit. 7 
man, and without doubt has taken her away 
only to correct her. But, my good Lord, they 
have been ſeen in bed together. You are an 
5 impoſtor, ſirrah, replied the Count, and ſcan- 

I dalize a member of the holy religion: begone. 
Well, Mr CoLovs,. now for your buſineſs. 1 
have the ſame complaints to make concerning 
my wife; only her gallant is a lay young fel- 
low in onr neighbourhood. O the vile action 
5 cries our impartial judge, to uſe an honeſt man Wot 
1 at this rate. Let him not only have a dovorce,- 1 
but an entire diſſolution of the marriage, and 1 
ſhut up the adulterefs all the days of her life. Fl 
Yonder are Madam IasqQuerLineE and i oft 
Madam PERELLE; what would they have? 
Io cloiſter our huſbands1 they bawled out like 


R 
PPTP 


a couple of demoniacks. The villains have uſed | 

us ill, becauſe we were caught in bed with two qo | 
canons. Diſpatch the orders immediately, ſays: _ „ 
che Count, and ſee them well ſecured. This 40 
; ended the ſeſſion. Wt! 
Well, what doſt think now, ASTAROTH,. 1 
of this famous conclave? Think, ſays I, why 9 
that theſe wretches are leſs honeſt, and more "19 
corrupt than we. Hell itſelf would never have Wet 
thought of pronouncing ſuch iniquitous and ; 6 | 
partial judgments. Innocent poor devil! cries = 

out my comerade, all this is but a mere trifle, 1 
Thou haſt ſeen nothing yet, in compariſon of "| 
what they ſometimes do. The other day, for 4 
example, a moſt amiable young lady deſirous wy 

to marry a worthy gentleman whom ſhe loved, il 
could never obtain her requeſt, becauſe ſhe had iN 

| 1 refuſed 4 
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reſuſed her favours to the parſon of her pariſh, 
who is an open profligate. They even procced- 
ed to invent ſo many calumnies againſt her lo- 
ver, that he was obliged to quit the country. 
But he will be ſeverely revenged on them, and 
is at this time almoſt ready to make them feel 
that excmplary puniſhment, which their horrid. 
villamy ſo well deſerves. 


Let us quit thefe wretches then, dear UR1EL. 


cried I with ſome emotion. As much a devil 
as | am, it is impoſſible for me to hear theſe 
abominations without beingenraged againſt ſuch 
abandoned monſters. But give me ſome idea 
of theſe unjuſt judges ; for I imagine their man- 
ners muſt be yet more perverſe than their judg- 
ments. Thou art much in the right, ſays he. 
The two firit you already know. As to the 
Count, he is a pert little coxcomb, immerſed 
in the moſt ſcandalous debaucheries. He keeps 
a brace of whores at a time, who ſo drain 
his finances, that he is every where in debt, and 
pays nobody. The gigantic pedant, who ex- 
amined and rejected the young monk, is the 
moſt conccited animal of the age he ves in. 
He believes his own noddle includes all the ſci- 
ence of the univerſe. Obſtinate and poſttive as 
a mule, he is mortally hated by all mankind , 
and at the ſame time that, thro' an exceſs of am- 
bition, he has ruined himſelf to uſurp a dig- 
nity, and ſupplant the lawful proprietor, the 


chief honour he has obtained is to become fright- 


fully ridiculous. 
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His collegue is what we call a good compa- 
nion, one who loves his bottle more than his: 


bible. His ruby pimpled face gives a perfect idea 
of his life and manners. The ſwaggering little 


blade, with an effeminate face, who fat at the 


end of the table, is the ſultan of a numerous 


feraglio, of which he is unable to do half the 


drudgery. The liquoriſh young pullets, under 
fuch an impotent director, lie and languiſh 


with defire; and now and then fome of them 


take their flight from the nunnery, to ſeck their 


fortune elſewhere. 

As the next day was a ſolemn feſtival, T could' 
not be excuſed from the dutics of my office. 
Beſides, it was pay-day, and it is not cuſtomary 


to be abſent on fuch eccaſions. Every canon 


ſcores thoſe days down the margin of his al- 
manack, which he turns over ſix or ſeven times 
2 week, inſtead of a breviary, to get them all 
by heart. 

When I came into the church, I was charmed 


with the modeſty of all the eccleſiaſticks, and 


the ſimplicity of their dreſs. Form to yourſelf 
the idea of a company of odd mimicks, whoſe 
attitude and geſtures would force a laugh even 
from the original they affected to copy. Some 
negligently lolled in their ſeats, with one knee. 
croſs the other, lifting up the leg in a horizontal 
line, in order to ſhew the fine clock of a pair of 
filk hoſe, or the neat ſtitches of a long- quarter- 
ed pump. Or leaning on one elbow, with ſnuff- 
box in hand, they were ſeen to leer at certain 


young coquets, who, charmed at being taken 


notice 
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notice of by theſe ApoNis's, put on a thouſand 


affected airs to captivate their hearts, whilſt they 


were aſſiſting at divine ſervice. 


Others, equally attentive as the ſormer to the 


duties of the place, talked alternately to all 


who ſurrounded them, criticiſing with a ſcorn- 
ful ſmile the behaviour of certain ladies, and 
pointing them out with the finger, who threw 
out amorous glances on ſome of the fraternity. 
Others again were every moment patting down 


their periwigs, and bruſhing their cravats all be- 


yellowed with Spaniſh ſnuff, in order to whiſe 
per ſome ſtupid thing in the ear ofa pretty wo- 


man who ſat near them, In a word, not one 


was employcd in devotion ; the nerformance of 


that they left to their underling curates, who. 


received pay only that their lords might be at li- 
berty to play the fool. 

My tabernacle, not quite ſo foppiſh as the 
reſt, was in more ſerious cogitation. But in- 


ſtead of mediation on the myſteries of religion, 
he was conſulting who ſhould pay for a fine toi- 


lette, of 2000 livres price, which he had pre- 
ſented to his' miſtreſs. He met with a men in 
the afternoon, who was very ready to take the 
charge on himſelf. 

Here I broke in upon my DEVIL HERMITr. 
But Lord ASTAROTH, faid I, How did you 


do to avoid the holy water? Did not your ex- 


cellence run a very great hazard, and expoſe 
urſelf to the neceſſity of uſing what you fo 
much fear? O dear, Sir, do you think 
theſe people amuſe themſclves with ſuch trifles ? 
They 


i” 


They enter the church much in the ſame man- 
ner as a ſoldier enters the trenches, and (ſeldom 
think of the holy water-pot. Scarce are their 
heads within the door, but their eyes wander 
all over the place, and their wanton glances 
are darted to every corner, that they may 


reach thoſe of their miſtreſſes. If they perceive 


a well dreſſed woman, they move that way on 
purpoſe to ſtare her in the face; which they do 


with ſo much impudence, that they put to the 


bluſh even the moſt arrant eoquet. If they per- 
ocive her to be handfome, they immediately 


offer the ſnuff-box, and endeavour to ſcrape ac» 
quaintance with her, 


After ſervice we returned home, and found 


our dinner prepared. It was high time, indeed, 


to take ſome refreſhment, having been ſo fati- 
gued at church ; and accordingly my outward 
man indulged itſelf at table. But as the cook 
was abſent, the poor temperate chancellor was 
very indifferently ſerved, and obliged to put up 


up with a ſtrong gravy ſoop, and. two pretty 
ſavoury courſes. Inſtead of. biſk he had no- 


thing but a fine Bruges capon,. garniſhed with 


fix ſnipes. He had-no appetite that day, and 


therefore could. not eat above two thirds of 
what was brought before him ;, but the frugal 
feaſt was a little made up with a delicate deſert, 
and a good quantity of wine. After his two 
bottles of Burgundy, he ſwallowed à third of 
the beſt Champaign. 8 

Having well victualled his camp, he thought 


of taking a two hours ſleep, and then waiting 
upon 
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upon Madam LECHEROUS, in order to pafs 
away the time till midnight : but this once my 
good chancellor reckoned without his hoſt ; he 
had no afternoon's nap, and was very ill on the 
occaſion. URIEL, who ſaw his uneaſinefs 
concerning the price of the toilette, brought 
him in the news of a chapman. This perſon, 
having learned that a canonicate might poſſibly 
be vacant in two or three days, came to offer 


him 10,000 ftorins, to procure it for his ſon. 


The lad, ſays he, my Lord, is one of the moſt 
wicked young rogues that ever lived. Wine 
and women are all his delight ; and, tho' not 


above ſixteen, he has already half a Jonen mi- 


ſtreſſes, to whom he has given above 6000 
florins that he robbed me of. He is withal very 
lazy ; and in a word, fit for a canon and no- 


thing elſe. Your excellence may depend upon 


what I ſay, and that he has all thaſe qualifica- 
tions. - 

Mr Ya handles, anſwers the chancellor, 
| Tam your friend, and you know I have for- 
merly ſerved you. But are you an honeſt 
man? may I be ſure of the 10,000 florins ? 
My Lord, they are ready, and here is a bill in 
proper form for the whole ſum. Very juſt, 
replies his excellence. Well, I will go directly 


to the Prince, and ſecure the prebend for your 
fon. Take care that the ſick man dies but 
within this month, and young Mr VAILLANT 


ſhall certainly oed him. 

1 am now once more at court, where my good 

rl of fleſh ſets forth his requeſt, Scarce 
had 
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had he done ſpeaking, but the canonicate was 
granted, upon condition only that a thouſand 
florins ſhould be give to the prime miniſter. 
The bargain being thus made and ratified, no- 
thing was now wanting but to ſend the preſent 
poſſeſſor into the other world; and I took that 
part on myſelf, and diſpatched it with great 
expedition. But before I inform you of the 
ſtratagem I made uſe of, I muſt ſay a word or 
two more concerning the court we are now in. 
His highneſs was at that timg engaged in a 
party of quadrille, with three diſtinguiſhed. 
men of his court. The firſt that ſtruck my 
imagination was a fat droll with a round face, 
whole good cafe denoted him to be a canon. 
His foppith airs would have impoſed on any 
other but me, to conceive a great idea of his 
power. But he ſmelt ſo ſtrong at the ſame time 
of rhubard and drugs, that it was. eaſy to. de- 
tect him by the noſe. This little country apo- 
thecary had found the means of riſing to the 
dignity of page to the prince ; and it was the 
cuſtom of this ſovereign to advance all his ſer- 
vants to the canonicate, in order to fave wages; 
fo that laqueys, cooks, and turnſpits, with him 
wore the furred ameſs. This fellow lived in 
the utmoſt intimacy with his maſter ; drank fa- 
miliarly to his health; took upon him the man 
of importance; and ſometimes thought himſelf 
worthy of the title of excellence. He had rea- 
fon indeed to ſet much value on himſelf, becauſe 
the prince loved him, which was an effect of his 
good taſte. He repeated to him an infinite 
| number. 
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ol 
number of ſtale jokes which he had learned by | e 
heart, and was enabled to ſhine by mere dint of | 
memory. The chapter he had intruded into was | Vi 
happy in havingſuch a member, who knew per- m 
fectly well how, by frequent clyſters, to eva- n 
cuate the riches of the church. ſt 
The ſecond was a little meager man, woo fe 
ſeemed to be ſwelled: with inſupportable arro- ol 
gance, It was credibly reported, that he had te 
contracted theſe two qualities of his wife, While 0 
the good woman was equally ſtupid and maſcu - 1 
line. In ſpite of nature and his ſtars, he as deter- | 1 
mined to paſs for a man of wit; and as his dig- | 
nity of burgomaſter raiſed him a little above th 
tlie rank of a common merohant, he thought N 
tb put himſef upon a · level with men of quality. th 
He was chief indeed of about a ſcore burghers, to 
men who were fitter to make grooms than ma- | Q 
giſtrates. This little fellow was rich, covetous, 1 th 
and preſumptuous. Becauſe he knew the two fir ſt V 
rules ofarithmetie, he would take upon himſelf to w 
puzzle the greateſt mathematicians. The canon ſy 
apothecary turned him to ridicule,, and our hi 
witty citizen ſwallowed all the irronical pills lo 
with a clowniſh grin, crying out from time to — 
time, O, Sir! you flatter. me too much. He = 
lived in a pretty ſort of a houſe, almoſt over a ſp: 
gainſt the man who made the fourth of this party: is 
but this houſe was not large enough to ſatisfy liy 
the vanity of his wife, who was the greateſt de- of 
vil of a woman in the whole city; which is gi- be 
ving her a very compleat character, when we da 


obſerve. 
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obſerve that the women of this country ſurpaſs 
even the men in debaucheries. 


The laſt is a man of wit, valuable for ſe- 


veral good qualities. His father was a coach- 
man, and the ſon is now one of the richeſt 


nobleman in the country. He owns ſeveral ca- 


ſtles and lordſhips, and among others, a fine 


fertile eſtate about two leagues from the palace 


of the ſovereign, which makes him the lord of 


| —— everal noble fiefs. He holds a court of juſtice, 


one of the moſt magnificent in the ſovercignty, 
Tho' the father had no higher title than Maſter 
JAuks, the ſon is ſaluted Baron de***, 

Here the harlequin capuchin, otherwiſe called 
the ape of the court, enters without ceremony. 
No ſooner did this original appear, but the 
three dependants inftantly riſe; not out of reſpect 
to the man, but complaiſance to the ſovereign. 
Our buffoon laughs in their face, and runs on to 
the prince to aſk him for a pinch of ſnuff, 


Well, ſays his highneſs to.this oddity of a man, 


what news is.there.-ficring ? The dirty devil an- 
ſwers:laconically, Nothing: I come to aſk your 
highneſs a ſmall favour. There is a monk be- 


low, who promiſed me fix pounds of ſnuff. 


His ſuperiors have baniſhed him to a kind of ſo- 
litude, on account of his buſy temper, which 
ſpreads diſſenſion wherever he comes. His name 
is Father A***, and he begs to be permitted to 
live in the city. I have heard great complaiuts 
of that man, ſays the prince, and know him to 
be a mere libertine. He traverſes the city all 
day long, on purpoſe to ſpunge on the inhabi- 
| tants: 
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tants : in ſhort, he is a very paraſite, and I can 
do nothing for him. Ah, Sir, but my fix 
pounds of ſnuff ! thou art in the right, my boy, 
ſays his highneſs: I had quite forgot that. 
Write a letter then from me to his ſuperiors, 
that I will have him continue in my capital, 

Out rans the mimick triumphantiy, making five 

or fix capers ; and no ſooner was he gone, but 


the prince cried out in rapture, What an ami- 


able fellow is that! My ſolitude would be in- 


{upportable without his company; and therefore 


I can deny him nothing, 

His excellence, my hoſt, being returned to 
the city, ſent for the merchant, eo inform him 
that his ſon ſhould be a canon. But you ſeem 


concerned, ſays he, Mr VAILLANT ; what 


is the cauſe of that ſorrowful countenance ? The 
cauſe, my lord, is very rational ; the ſick man 
is like to recover, and ſeems not ready to leave 


his prebend ſo ſoon as was expected. Patience, 


good friends, ſays my tabernacle ; leave the 
matter to us, and all ſhall go well. ——Here, 


in order to ſecure to him the 10,000 florins that 


he ſo panted after, I infpired him with the fol- 
lowing ſucceſsful ſtratagem. 

Our poor languiſhing canon, tho' but fixty 
years of age, was exceedingly worn; thanks to 


three young governeſſes, whom he had kept ſuc- 
ceſſively. A ſon and a daughter, who owed 
their being to the two firſt of theſe, had a long 
time waited with impatience for the inheritance 


of his wealth. Asthey were the children of ſuch a 


wenhy father, and two ſo amiable mothers, they 
followcd 
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| followed their ſteps with the utmoſt exaQneſs, 
and the daughter was at that time the miſtreſs 


of our young canon expectant. I improved the 
| acceſs ſhe had to the good old man, and ordered 


URIEL to whrſper in her ear that ſhe ought to 


get rid of him as ſoon as poflible, becauſe he had 
formed a deſign to alter his will. The poor 
girl, very open to our inſpirations, gave him a 
ſtrong ſoup, which in twenty four hours ſent 
him to officiate upon the banks of Styx; ſo that 
the citizen's ſon was put in poſſeſſion, and we 
cleared nine thouſand florins by the bargain, 


The daughter of the deceaſed entered very 


readily into the ſervice of the new canon; 
but the inconſtancy of her lover, and his ſcan- 
dalous life, obliged her ſoon after to ſeek her 
fortune elſewhere. _.. 

Already had I taſted, for near four months, 
the ſweetneſs of a life extremely voluptuous, 
among the perſons of. the firſt quality of this 
country I cannot fay but I was very well 
fatisfied with what I bad enjoyed, and began to 
defire, by way of variety, a little recreation in 
the female cloiſter, to which I inſtantly took m 


flight. FAGEL, who made this place his uſual 
relidence,did not detect me. I ſaw, in theſe holy 


retreates, the moſt charming adventures in the 


univerſe, and often paſſed a full half 1 in 
en- 


the parlour without being weary. Often 

joyed the whole world in epitome, and there 
was no end of recclving viſits. Delicate colla- 
tions were here ſerved up, to lovers who paid 


handſomely for chem: their amorous addreſſes 
were 
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were made to the young and handſome ſiſters, 
who were enraged that thoſe who made them 
did not proceed to action. Some exclaimed | 
againſt certain indecencies, and ſeemed to be 
mighty angry at what was offered, when at the 
fame time they were making it all extremely fa- 
miliar. Meſſengers were ringing every mo- 
ment, to deliver in their billet-doux : and the 
old procureſſes came loaded with baſkets of ſweet- 
meats, bottles of wine, and other delicacies, to 
pleaſe the voluptuous palates of the generous and 
good natured ſiſters. A ſmall chaplet, or an 
agnus, was the whole return for all theſe obli- 
ging preſents, which were more agreeable to the 
fair priſoners than even money itſelf. 

The converſation of the old nuns was ſprink- 
led with malicious fatire. They were all better 
newſmongers than the Dutch gazetteers, or the 
writer of the Hague letters in the Daily-adver- 
tiſer. Thoſe that were moſt reſerved had al- 
ways ſome piece of ſcandalous hiſtory ; and every 
day furniſhed them with a new topic. I was 
very attentive to a ſtory, which the mother ab- 
beſs of one of theſe nunneries related to an old 
ecclefiaftic, who had been formerly her gallant. 
As they were both then 18 of their thirteenth 

luſtre, they made the fol lies of their neighbours 
4 ſort of alleviation for their own impotence ; 
and, incapable of ſinning themſclves, they ſhew- 
ed no mercy to them who had yet ability 
Theſe holy ſouls, without queſtion, were per- 
ſuaded, that by thus aggravating th 
others, they ſhould ſtifle the reproaches of their 
| | own 
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own conſciences. As the hiſtory that this lady 
related, and to which the charitable prieſt, be- 
tween whiles, added a little ſalt of his own, 1s 
ſufficiently amuſing, I ſhall give you the parti- 
culars of it with great ſincerity, 


* * 


* VT 
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The unfortunate Lovers : or, The Hiſtory of 
Don BERNARD and Madam UxsuRA. 


A Gentleman of diſtinction, but the younger 
brother of a numerous family, having by 
chance got acquainted with a very amiable 
young lady, the heireſs of a conſiderable for- 
tune, ſuffered himſelf to be carried away by the 
movements of his heart, in full perſuaſion that 
his relations would be charmed that he could ſo 
well ſupply the defect of his ewn patrimony. 
The chevalier, who was a man of merit, and 
very handſome, eaſily got the good graces of the 
lady. Their hearts, mutually inclined, ſoan 
found the means to lay themſelves open, and 
that explication was followed by an inviolable 
promiſe of eternal love. | 
The gentleman's father, who piqued himſelf 
much on his antiquated deeds, being informed 
of the gallantry of his ſon, took an opportunity 
to addreſs him with an air of authority. I am 
informed, ſaid he in a ſurly manner, that you 
ate in love with Miſs SoPHi1a, But my dear 


E Sir 
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Sir,pray what doyou think to do with her? Do 
you imagine that a man of my quality will con- 
ſent to ſuch a deſpicable alliance? Is the daughter 
of a banker worthy 'to be admitted into my fa- 
mily? I command you to leave her young 
gentleman, or you may expect to feel all the 
weight of my juſt indignation for your obſti- 
nacy. Never think to dazzle my eyes with her 
riches: they are no temptation to me, and to 
prevent their ſeducing you, 1 order you to get 
ready within two days, to go to your brother's 
regiment. = 


Ihe young gallant falls on his knees at his 
father's feet, and implores his mercy with all 


the tender language of a deſpairing lover. His 
ſighs, his tears iſſue in abundance, to make the 
old gentleman ſenſible of his violent paſſion. 
But his humility, his grief, his deſpair, were 
cqually uſeleſs. Far from ſoftening this inexo- 
rable parent, it only made him more vehement, 
and drove him to the utmoſt extremity of rage, 
till at laſt he even threatned the life of his ſon. 
Our ſtedfaſt lover, grown mad at ſuch treatment 
fled to his miſtreſs, and related to her all the 


| 7 pn of this converſation with his father. 


air SOPHIA Was ſhocked at the unexpected 


ſtorm, and felt all that could be defired from | 


the moſt fincere lover. She adviſed him to re- 
tire to the houſe of his nurſe, to avoid a father's 
reſentment ; promiſing to ſend him thither all 
he ſhould want ; which ſhe accordingly did 


Tho' 


With infinite pleaſure. 
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Tho' the banker was ignorant of his daugh- 
Ter's inclinations, yet as he was a man of good 
penetration, he took notice of her melancholy, 

and required to know the reaſon of it. Miſs was 
perſuaded that her father loved her fondly, and 
therefore ingenuouſlyowned her paſſion, together 
with the riſe of it, and the obſtacles that oppos d 
her happinefs: ſhe only concealed the retreat of 


her lover, whom ſhe ſaw every day. Her fre- 


quent viſits had but augmented her flames, ſo that 
all the prudent advice of her father was of no ef- 
fect: neither his menaces nor his promiſes were 
ſufficient to conquer her paſſion, 

It is hard for two lovers, deſperately fond, to 


Koop within'the bounds of decency. Whenever 


opportunity is at hand, Cop ip uſually hides 
himſelf under clouds, in order to palliate what 
is due to honour. SOPHIA was too complai- 
fant, and could not long reſiſt the eager warmth 
of her tender adorer. At laſt they ſacrificed to 


the Cytherean goddeſs ; and it became requiſite = 


to find means for ſecuring their mutual poſlet- 


Hon. Not many months paſted before ſome 


ſymptoms appeared, which predicted a tempo- 
rary illneſs. The beautiful SoPHIA perſuaded 
her lover to fly into ſome foreign country, that 
they mightput themſelves under the yoke of Hy- 


MEN: and as ſhe well knew where the wealth 
of her father lay, ſhe took five or ſix bags of 


gold, and eloped from her paternal houſe. 

The banker ſoon perceived the dimunition of 
his money, and had no ſuſpicion of any other 
thief than his daughter, whoſe * for ſome 
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days before, had give room for jealouſy. "He, 


purſued her cloſely, and caught the amorous 
couple in a ſmall village not a great way diſtant. 
At the ſight of the old gentleman our ſpark 
made his eſcape, and carried off the pieces: and 


the banker conducted back his daughter, and 


ſhut her up in a nunnery. On the other hand, 


the young gentleman's father, having heard of 


this adventure, made ſuch enquiry after his ſon, 


that, by means of his treacherous director, he 


ſoon got him into his hands. This inhuman 


father, after having cruelly abuſed him, had his 


ſon confined in a houſe of correction, where he 


languiſhed a full year in the moſt deplorable 
condition. At laſt, finding means to eſcape, 
he took refuge at the houſe of an honeſt prieſt, 


with whom he truſted all his money, and who, 


for only fifty louis reward, gave him a faithful 


account of it, and officiouſly found out the nun- 
nery in which the fair SOPHIA was cloiſtered. 

The nuns in that country are the moſt trac- 
table things on earth, and extremely compaſſio- 
nate to the weakneſſes of young people, This 
is indeed the only charity they literally practiſe; 
nor do they this but after ſuitable preſents, with- 


out which their hearts are as hard as a rock, 


As our lover had ſtill a good round ſum, he diſ- 
penſedit with great prodigality; and the covetous 
nuns readily opened their eyes at the appearance 
of gold. They not only admitted him to inter- 
views with his miſtreſs, but even ſuffered her to 
retire with him in a hall adjoining to the par- 


lour. As that is a place ſacred to ſcenes of this 


nature, 
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nature, none but the moſt generous perſons are 


admitted into it. Sor HIA had been cured of 


her former cholic, by a criſis that is common 
to ſuch ſort of diſeaſes ; and ſhe no longer re- 
membered the many ills it had expoſed her to, 
nor the ſolemn oaths which her pains had ex- 
torted from her. She ventured a freſh to face 
all the dangers of the ſame woful diſtemper, 
and was determined to undergo a ſecond eclipſe. 
She was more lucky however than to fall into 
it; no obſtacle oppoſed their deſigns, and the 

two lovers were lawfully married in the country 


they fled to. A few months after the ſtock be- 


gan to decay, and meagre want, with her ruefu! 
countenance, began to appear: in a word, ex- 
treme neceſſity obliged them to return to the 
place of their nativity. SOPHIA implored the 
_ clemency of her father; and the good man, 
_ overjoyed to ſee her, forgave all that was paſt. 


'The gentleman's father was dead with rage and 


indignation. His ſon's marriage had cauſed 
ſuch a cruel diſorder in his mind, that heuttered 
againft him a thouſand maledictions at the very 
time of given up the ghoſt. 

No ſooner was that learned An EOPAGUS, 


of which I have before given you ſome faint. 


idea, informed of the arrival of our young 
couple, but they diſannulled their marriage, 


and thundered againſt them the ſentence of ex- 


communication. Inſenſibly the banker perſua- 
ded his daughter into an indifferency for her 
huſband, and made a mere fantom of her mar- 
riage, which at beſt he inſinuated was very 

E 3 ſcandalous. 
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ſcandalous. Sor HIA, either thro' her own. 


il fickleneſs, or out of complaiſance to her father, 
| would have nothing more to ſay to the Cheva- 
i lier; who, half mad at the inconſtancy of his | 


wife, retired into a monaſtery, As madam 
had been uſed to the comforts of matrimony, 
ſhe could not long do without them, and a 
ſprightly young canon found the means to be- 
come maſter of her heart. Men of this kind 
come at once to the point, and have very little 
regard to a woman's reputation; and he we are 
ſpeaking of was ſo. very uidiſcreet, as to make a 
parade of his gallantry, ſo that their intrigues 
became publickly known. r 
be diſcarded younghuiband, who had taken 
the vows, and aſſumed the name of Don 
BERNARD, was ready to die with grief when 
he heard of the conduct of his wife, whom he 
very tenderly loved. He reſolved on a terrible 
revenge, and having obtained from his ſupe- 
riors the liberty of a few days abſence, he tranſ- 
formed himſelf into a footman, and foundmeans to 
get into the ſervice of the canon, who had no ac- 
qusaintance with him. It is even ſaid, that per- 
ſons of virtue and reputation aſſiſted him in pro- 
curing this place, which he held three days 
without being able to effect his deſigns. The 
fourth day he learned that his faithleſs SoPHIA 
was to wait upon the canon. He took his op- 
portunity, and hid himſelf in a place proper to 
ſurprize them. At the ſight of his wife's inſi - 
delity, rage took poſſeſſion of his heart. He 
had arms at hand, with 63 | 
bee e 


3 
; 
j 
| 
A 


Rs 


ä 


* 
4 
© 
:V 
C 


3 
! 


The Devil Hermit. 91 


he ruſhed on the canon, and with two plunges 


of a poinard left him dead on the place. So- 
PHIA falling into a fit, Dom BRENARD went 


out, and returned to his monaſtery with all the 


calmneſs imaginable. 

Madam SoPHIA, being recovered, was car- 
ried to her own habitation. A few reflexions 
diſcovered to her, in the murderer cf her lover, 
her conjured huſband, whom fhe now'trefolved 


to imitate. In a ſhort time ſhe entred into a cloiſt- 


er of the fame order with Dox BERNARD, for 
whom her paſſion began to revive. After ſuch 
a conduct as ſhe had been guilty of, ſhe imagined 
it impoſſible ever to meet with a Pardo; and 
therefore reſolved to follow him into his retreat, 
that at leaſt ſhe might give him no further un- 


eaſineſs. URSULA was the name ſhe affumed, 


in the room of SoPHrTA. 
A year after pronouncing her laſt vows, the 
was obliged, for the ſake of health, to go and 


take the air. She chofe for that purpoſe the houſe 
of a neighbouring gentleman her friend, dere 


Dod BERN ARD knew to be a man of 


virtue. Hearing that his dear SoPHIA a 


there,” he went to pay her a vifit. His heart 
leaped at the fight of her, and he could not 
withſtand his violent inclination to come to a 


cloſer conference. In a word, they mutually 
opened their minds, and came to a reconcilia- 


tion. Forgetting all that was paſſed, they re- 
folved to live once more together; and with 


that view, inſtead of returning t to their reſpec- 
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tive monaſteries, they made their eſcape within a 
a fortnight into Holland, 5 1 
The old governeſs, who related this hiſtory, | ia 
fpoke of the lady with great indignation, and : gea 
treated her as an infamous libertine ; but the I ns 
good woman had forgot her own youth, when | fie 
the entertained four lovers at a time, and was | wo 
not cruel to either of them. Her conduct cer cun 
tainly was more worthy of cenſure than that got 
of our married couple, whoſe religious vows = 
were abſolutely void in themſelves, and whoſe | reth 


conjugal obligation ſtill ſubſiſted, in ſpite of the 
ignorance of thoſe who had ſet it afide. But 
this wiſe ſynod makes no ſcruple of treading un- 
der foot all the laws, both human and divine. 
— I will take another opportunity to reiate the 
concluſion of this hiſtory : for our unhappy Aft 
pair, after all that had paſſed, are ſtill threatned |} 
with a tragical cataſtrophe. | 
| Scarce were four months gone over our 
heads, before UR1EL, the moſt raſcally of all 
the ſubaltern devils, was terribly threatned by 
 ASMODEUS for having revealed the ſecret of 
the canon's death; when, to clear himſelf, he 
threw the blame of that diſcovery on me. 
What, ſays AS$MODEUs, is that poor dog 
among us ? Is it he that takes the liberty to in- 
termeddle in my affairs? It is true indeed that 
J have been abſent from the body of his exce]- 
lence, being fully ſatisfied that he would make 
good uſe of my advice, and that thou FLacer, 
wouldft ſupply my place on occaſion ; but this 
Fcoundrel, valet de chambre of his luciferian 
e majeſty, 
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majeſty, ſhall he have the temerity to come into 
a country that is entirely devoted to me? I 
ſhall make him remember this, with a ven- 
geance to him ! He then began with his incan- 
tations, and ſummoned me to appear. I found 
he was in earneſt, and that it would be but a 
word and a blow : therefore I made uſe of my 
cunning, which indeed TI had plenty of, and 
got off with all expedition. My next recep- 
tacle was the body of a Duana, into which I 
retired without being ſeen. 


n . * 1 * 4 


CHAP. VIL 
Aſtaroth avenges the Knight for the Cruel- 
ties of bis Miſtreſs. 


Dur, my dear DEVIL HERMIT, cried 
Dl, with ſome emotion, methinks you may 
now very well interrupt the thread of your 
narration, in order to ſerve me according to 
your promiſe. Here have you amuſed me, 
from day to day, with your diabolical conver- 
ſation; and never once ſeem to have thought 
of my inhuman fair, whom you promiſed to 
make flexible. Can you not rely on my word 
then? ſaid ASTAROTH in a ſurly tone, I 
beg of you, Sir, to inform yourſelf better con- 
cerning us devils, and not meaſure our probity 
by that of mankind. Be aſſured friend that I 
think of you, and wait only for a favourable 

opportunity 


94 The Devil Hermit. 


opportunity to do what I have promiſed. I ex- 

pect the fair creature to eome out of the city. 
He then went on in a ſofter tone: The time of 
your felicity is at hand; your charmer is juſt 
now ſet out, in company with her Duana, 
for her country-ſeat. Let us tranſport ourſelves 
into her apartment, and you ſhall ſee what Iam 
able to do. 

But ſhe will know me, ſays I, as foon as I 

enter. Not in the leaſt, anſwered my faithful 
ASTAROTH : you ſhall enjoy the privilege of 
inviſibility, which is in my power to cenfer. 
No ſooner ſhall I whiſper in her ear, but your 
affair will be in a good forwardnefs. Tou thalt 
make yourſelf viſible in the evening, under a 
low lattice that is in the court-yard, and there 
have an opportunity of holding fuch converſa- 
tion with her as I ſhall ſuggeſt on this occahon. 
The fair will ſoon eapitulate, and you may 
marry her; which indeed is the only thing I 
can do for your worſhip. Nothing but Hy- 
MEN can make you happy, ſuppoſing you will 
never be ſuſceptible of jealouſy; for indeed, 
Madam will not Lu be ſo ſcrupulous as ſhe 
zs at prefent. 

Your humble ſervant, Mr Duvn, ſaid 1: 
you are going to do me a great piece of ſervice 
indeed, by what I perceive. Does all your de- 
vilſhip'sſkill then conſiſt in the-planting of horns 
on my poor head? Well, this makes it evi- 
dent that all the devils are inpdſivcs and cheats, 
and that their greateſt per ſorminces are mere 


juggling. Patience, dir, patience, = demon re- 


Plies: 0 
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plies : dear me, you are ſo haſty. Whenl 
propoſe marriage to you, I mean the marriage 
of a French petit maitre, that is, only a trick 
to impoſe on the young creature's conſcience. 
I will place your friend, the Father Queſtor, 
juſt in your way this evening, and he ſhall give 
you a ſhort benediction. Are you frightened 
at the name of a bleſſing man ? This monk is 
no prieſt : conſequently your marriage will 
not be legitimate; and when you grow weary 
of your bargain, I will inform you how to get 
rid of it. Make yourſelf eaſy then on this ar- 
ticle : rely on me, and you ſhall find me a devil 


of my word. 


When we arrived at the apartment of 
Donna TAERESA, we found her at her 
looking-glaſs, adjuſting her head-dreſs, which 
had been rumpled by the jolting of the coach. 
How lovely ſhe appeared! The Hermit 
went up near her perſon, and blew a purple- 
coloured yapour into her ear, which in a mo- 
ment expanded to her heart. Soon after ſhe 
began to ſigh, and to cry out, aloud, Heavens! 


| What is become of him? Shall I never ſee him 


again? What a fool was I to repulſe ſuch an 


amiable young fellow | Alas! my ſeverity 


drove him to deſpair. Oh that he would come 
again to himſelf ! that I could have the happi- 
neſs to ſee him once more ! What would I not 
do to engage him? As ſhe ſpoke theſe. words, 
the tears were ſeen to trickle down her lovely 
CN Ke} SE at) 
| I was 
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I was ſo touched with this tender ſcene, that 
I was going, like a madman, to throw myſelf 
at her feet, if the HERMIT, who knew my 
ſentiments, had not ſnatched me that mo- 
ment out of the chamber, reproving me ſmart- 
ly, with a What now? You Frenchmen, he con- 
tinued, are the moſt hot- headed hair - braine d 
creatures in the univerſe. Why man, you had 
juſt ſpoiled all. What in the name of won- 
der, could DoN NA THERESA have thought, 
to have heard your voice without ſeeing you ? 
She muſt have taken you for a mere phantom 
of a lover. Beſides, no young lady is willing 
to have it known that ſhe is in love, At a time 
when ſhe profeſſes the utmoſt indifference for 
your perſon, ſheburns with the greateſt ardor to 
enjoy it. What a blunder for a man of wit, 
- Who aims at deceiving a woman! Are the young 
fellows in your country capable of committing 
ſuch abſurdities in love? Only have patience 
till the evening? You are already convinced 
of my little ſhare of power ; and you may be 
ſure, this very night, of being happy, and ta- 
king poſſeſſion of the caſte. The lady, you 
know, is an only daughter, and has neither 
father nor mother living: her tutor may ſoon 
be brought to reaſon, and I will do your buſi- 
neſs effectually. Fg Jonny | 

It muſt be imagined that I expected thehapp 
moment with the utmoſt impatience. At la 
the hour came which I had ſo much deſired, 
when I perceived DNN A THERESA leaning 
on a window, and venting the moſt profound 


ſighs. 


; 
7 
5 
| 
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ſighs. I ſprung nimbly up towards her, and 


the knew me at firſt ſight. Whence come you, 


Sir ? ſhe cried out with ſurprize; and who in- 
formed you that I was in this place? My love, 


Madam, anſwered I. The deſpair to which 
your cruelty reduced me, has made me wander 


the fields for a long time paſt, and night ha- 


ving overtaken me juſt at the gate of thiscaſtle, 
I got information to whom it belonged. M 
joys were inexpreſſible when J heard your lady- 


ſhip named for the owner, and that you was 
| Juſt now arrived here. I inſtantly determined 
to try once more, if you ſtill perſiſted in your 


inclination to occaſion my death. My tor- 


ments are ſo very that I can no longer 


ſupport them. My tears, my declining condi- 


tion, have ſufficiently informed you, that you 


arè the only divinity I adore, The flame that 


_ conſumes me is too fierce to be any longer 


borne. You know my family, my birth, my 
fortune, in a word, I have concealed nothing 
from you : Why then do you refuſe my love ? 
Is it ſo very unworthy of you, O divine ThE“ 
RESA? Cruel woman! See me then pierce 
this wretched breaſt, and fall a victim at your 
feet. Here I performed all the fooleries that 


are uſual on ſuch occaſions. I drew my ſword, 


which to be ſure I had no great inclination to 
ſtain with my blood. Donna THERESA, 


perceiving my tranſports, cried out a loud: For 


heaven's ſake, dear knight, hold your hand a 


 momer.: | Compoſe your mind, Sir, and hear 


me with attention. | 
: [ ingee 
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I ingenuouſly confeſs to you then, that I 
have conceived a ſincere reſpect for your perſon 
ever ſince I firſt beheld you: but hearing that 
the French are often impoſtors, inconſtant, 
and enterprifing in love, I imagined that all 
your actions were feigned, and that you had no 
other deſign than to diſhonour me. Remem- 
ber, Sir,. that you never once ſpoke to me of 
marriage; which indeed was what put me on 
my guard. I know your family. The banker 
who remits your money has informed me of 
that, and of your own particular birth and per- 
fonal merit: I freely accept your hand there- 
fore, and ſhall think myfelf honoured in being 
your wife. em 8 

You raviſh me, Madam, anſwered I with 
the utcioft extaſy. What a happy moment is 
this for me] and how am] ata loſs for expi»- 
ſions ftrong enough to ſet forth my tender 
love and laſting gratitude! Be affnred, Madam, 
that all my felicity conſiſts in our union, and 
that I will not a moment defer that happineſs 
which I prize beyond all the riches in the 
univerfe. But, dear Madam, tell me, how 
ſhall we bring about this marriage? I have re- 
_ ceived orders from my parents to leave this 
place immediately, and can alledge no plauſi ble 
reaſon for not obeying their commands. 
Doubtleſs you would be glad of their conſent : 
but the procuring it would take up. ſo much 
time, that I ſhould certainly die in the interval. 

I am not ſo rigorous, Sir, as you Magine, 

replied the charming TAHER ESA. I believe 
| you 
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you be to a man of honour, and will entirely 


confide in your fincerity, Here is a good old 


friar juſt come to the houſe, in order to crave 
an alms. If he is willing to marry us, I ſhall 
be ſatisfied without any more formality. Pleafe 


to come in, Sir, and we will fpeak to him to- 


1 : 
Here the DE VII HERMIT took his leave 
of me, and told me he was going to viſit his 
nun, You perceive, ſays he, that every thing 
es well. It is I that have brought hither the 
bod · brother, and inſtructed him in what he is 
to perform. Vou muſt not ſeem to know 
bim. Farewell, happy chevalier; this night 
puts you in poſfeſſion of the queen of all your 
thoughts. I will meet you in the cave two 
days hence. | 
Scarce was I entered but I threw myſelf at 
the feet of the fair THERESA. The honeſt 
monk was immediately called. We gave him, 
on this occaſion, the title of father; and tho 


not in orders, I cannot help thinking he de- 


ſerved it well; for all fathers are not prieſts, 
We opened the cafe to him without ceremony. 
The impoſtor diſſembled moſt dextrouſſy, and 
performed his part to admiration. The hopes 
of a good reward made him conceal his being 
unqualified, and undertake with alacrity to 
bleſs our bed. He did not ſpin out the cere- 
mony to any great length, Supper was ſoon 
ready, and we had no want of appetite. After 
it was over, I took my full revenge on the fair 
T HERESA for all the pangs that ſhe had 

made 
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made me ſuffer. Well, ſaid I to myſelf, thers 
1s nothing like having a devil for one's friend. 
They do a man's bufineſs at once, without 
much fatigue or expence. Without preſents, 
without ſerenades, the moſt hard-hearted miſ- 
treſs melts in a moment. Enjoyment goes 
hand in hand with a declaration of love, and 
no obſtacle ariſes in the way. | 
I was ſo charmed with the good offices of my 
Devil HeRmiT, that _ the phial of 
holy water in my pocket, I inſtantly broke it 
with indignation, reſolving never more to 
make uſe of it againſt any ſubject of his infer- 
nal majefty. The devils, ſaid I, are people of 
honour, and it would be barbarous to torment 
them, 


* 
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„ 
DEVIL HERMIT: 
OR, THE 


ADVENTURES 


ASTAROTH 
Baniſhed from H E L L: 


ps —i5— 


The SECOND BOOK. 


. — 


K 


Sequel of the Hiſtory of Siſter Cornichon, 
Aſtaroth the Duæna of a young Lady of 
Fifteen. 


HE delights I taſted uh Donna 
THERESA, did not make me forget 

my friend the HERRMIT. Two days 

after my playing at marriage, under a pretence 
of going a hunting, I fled to the cavern, 5 
| the 
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the good ASTAROTH expected me with im- 
patience, So, Chevalier, ſays he, as ſoon as he 
ſaw me; are not you a happy rogue now ? 


The moſt happy dog in the univerfe, anſwered 


I; ſhewing ſuch tranſport of joy, as gave him 
a full idea of my felicity, My dear ſpouſe is 
the moſt obhging creature alive; and all her 
concern 15 to pleaſe me: in a word, there is no 
man upon earth, but might envy the felicity I 
enjoy. FOTO is 0 
Here the Her mir ſtopped. me ſhort: I 


could wiſh, ſaid he, that this ſatisfaction of 
youre might be laſting; by! I foreſee it wii! not. 


have other things in view for you, and have 


Choſen for your wife the daughter of uch urch- 


warden. You do not think of fuch a thing 
ſure, ſaid I ſmartly. What! abandon an ami- 
able and rich lady, to marry. a church-warden's 
daughter? Ay, Chevalier, the daughter of a 


church-warden; but a church-warden of the firſt 


rank; one, whoſe daughter {all bring. ta her 
port om a rich lordſhip of 209,000 livres annual 
rent. Well, ſaid I, if that be the caſe, let us 

go and ſee her this moment. 
At this ASTAROTH. fell a. laughing hearti- 
ly: What then, ſaid he, Donna THeREsA 
is no longer the miſtreſs of your heart? You 


are a mere Frenchman, I ſee, and that is ſay- 


ing all at once. Your countrymen never love 


beyond enjoyment. But have a little patience, 


good Monſieur ; you are condemned to live a 


year with Donna THERESA. Por three 


whole months ſhe will love you; but after 5 
| Us 
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Sir, expect to ſwallow many a bitter pill of her 
preparing. Tis but juſt, that a ſufficient quan- 
tity of vexation fhould follow the ſweets of 


love, and that you ſhould ſuffer a little for che 


inſincerity you have made uſe of towards her, 
as well as for the many other amorous frolicks 
you have been guilty. of from your birth to 
this hour. Some of your tricks I have heard in 
the cloiſter I came from, where, not long ago, 
there was a pretty young girl confined, Who 


had been ſeduced by you. Come, make a frank 
confeſſion of that intrigue 3 was it not true? 
Dear Mr HRERMIT, ſaid I, let my old amours 


alone: It makes me mad to think of the malice 


and artifices of thoſe nuns. Well, well, the 


DRviI replied; ſince you deſire it, we will 
drop the ſubje& : but let me tell you, that 
- thoſe ladies ate no better pleaſed with you, than 


you with them. Vour worſhip promiſed them. 


certain little preſents, ſuch as — coffee and 
tea, but not a grain of either ever came: it is 
in revenge for this that they have diſpoſed of 


your miſtreſs's heart elſewhere, and ſet her a- 
gainſt you. Her preſent gallant has been much 


more generous, and you know. that nuns. 
never do any thing but for intereſt, but will 
facrifice honour and conſcience for Teady mo- 
F 

"Well, have Jone with my affairs, however, 
anſwered I, and entertain me with the fortunes. 
of that pretty, nun who is under your protec- 
tion, and whoſe hiſtory you went partly thro' 
aa Sir, replied my falſe * 8 2 
- t 
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the poor thing has been deviliſhly baulked. Dur- 
ing my abſence the whole affair has been diſco- 
vered, and they have ſhut her up in a dark 
priſon, from which I hope to releaſe her to- 
morrow. I have done all in my power to give 
her conſolation, by inſpiring the means of re- 
venge ; but the ſimple creature was ſo over- 
whelmed with grief, that ſhe would not hear- 
ken to my inſpiration. Her misfortune hap- 
pened in this manner. g | 
This young Siſter Cox xichox, as I told 
you before, had admitted into cloſe quarters a 
great booby of a monk, who went to work 
without any precaution. Hardly had three weeks 
paſſed over their heads, but ſhe felt the ſymp- 
toms of a dangerous fort of cholic. Her di- 
ſtemper was ſoon diſcovered ; for thoſe chaſte 
young virgins are very clear-ſighted on that ar- 
. ticle. As ſhe had many enemies, and the abbeſs 
was already prejudiced againſt her, ſhe was pre- 
ſently locked up on ſuſpicion of incontinency, 
and condemned to live on bread and water a- 
lone. All her companions raiſed moſt horrible 
outcries againſt her ; yet there is not one of all 
the holy fiſterhood, but who deſerves at leaſt as 
much puniſhment as CoRN1CHON. 
Do but think, Chevalier, of the unhappy fi- 
tuation of this poor nun. A captivity the 
moſt ſevere and rigorous; an old paſſion but ill 
extinguiſhed, which ſtill gnaws her ſoul ; vows 
imprudently made, which condemn her to live 
all her life among implacable enemies, who 
| breathe nothing but her ruin, and are withal very 
— 5 pra ingenious 
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ingenious to invent a thouſand calumnies, in or- 


der to ſatiate their vengeance. Are not theſe 
moſt afflicting circumſtances? Few ſouls are ca- 
pable to bear up ſteadily under ſuch ſhocks of 


fortune; and the nymph, in my opinion, was 


worthy of commiſeration. By degrees ſhe liſten- 
ed to my ſuggeſtions, and I inſpired her with 
a noble invention for her own deliverance. She 
has learned how to open the priſon, and this 


night ſhe is to ſet the nunnery on fire, and make 
her eſcape with the monk, who has been the 


chief cauſe of her diſgrace. I muſt be preſent 

at this performance, and can therefore ſtay with 
vou but two hours longer, —As to the Marquis 
of St Julian, as ſoon as he had heard of his 
miſtreſs's misfortune, he returned to his wife, 
and never in the leaſt troubled his head to re- 
lieve his once dear Cox NicHON; yet it is not 
now ſix months ago; that he would have ſacri- 
ficed a thouſand lives for her ſervice. Such is 
the inconſtancy of lovers | An amiable young 
virgin, who has the moſt obliging things ſaid to 
her, meets with indifference, and at laft diſ- 


dain, after the moſt render ſcenes of love are 


once over. But let us leave off moralizing, 
Which, indeed, is not my profeſſion, and divert 
ourſelves with the guardian matron, who had 
now lodged me. 


I was ſuch a little while in the body of this 


creature, that ſcarce had I time to know my- 

ſelf. But what could be the reaſon of that, good 

Mr HermiT ? ſaid I. A fine queſtion indeed, 

| replied my Der1L. The reaſon was, goed ſhe 
J3Y- EH _ 
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knew more than I, and that, beſides, ' I had 
no inclination to be confined any longer. She 
had corrupted her young ward, a lady of great 


virtue, and that was all that I wanted with hef. 
No ſooner had miſs and her Duana fallen into 


diſgrace, but I left them to themſelves, in or- 
der that deſpair might compleat what I had fo 
well begun: yet I cannot deny, but that, dur- 
1s the two months that I continued in the 
of this fury, I performed my part very 
nerf but when once ſhe was ſhut up in a de- 
Cart ey caſtle, I preſently left my habita- 
tion. Lo oblige you, however, I will give you 
an ample account of all that I performed in ys 
my old weather-beaten a 


CHAP. II. 
The Stratagems of Duanas ; or, the Hi- 


ftory of the Count du BrLAIx, and Jv- 
11A de St FLoRENZO. 


HE Marquis of St FLoRENZO, a 

noble Venetian, united the moſt ele- 
vated ſentiments with an auſtere, and al- 
moſt ſavage virtue. The loſs of a wife whom 
he valued, made no alteration in his nature, 
unleſs that i it rendered him more reſerved than 
before. Two children, a ſon and a daughter, 
the precious remains of this marriage, were all 


his conſolation: and - Young FLORENZo and 
his 


his ſiſter had received from their virtuous pa- 
rents a noble education, which directed them in 
the way of true glory. The old Marquis, who 
loved his children tenderly, was continually 
thinking how to procure them an advantageous 


ſettlement: His fon was already poſſeſſed of a 


conſiderable employment; and ſuch confidence 
had the father in his prudent behaviour, that he 
left him intirely to himſelf, perſuaded that he 
would till tread in the ſteps he had marked out 
for him to follow. 
JuL1a, who was but fifteen years old, join- 
ed a noble and generous heart, a heart uncapable 


of OY mean, to the moſt exquiſite beau 
_ Of» 


ve, with all his addreſs, had yet been 
unable to reach her, and his moſt pointed darts 
were blunted againft the heart of this charming 
ereature. Yet her father, notwithſtanding her 
prudence, did not think fit to leave her miſtreſs 
of her own conduct, bnt looked out for a dua- 


na of known probity. After much enquiry, he 
found one, who was recommended to him as 

the paragon of all Italy. The Marquis, charm- 
ed with the reputation of this old woman, whoſe 


name was FABRICIA, relied entirely upon 


her for the conduct of JULia ; and the time 
of carnival being come, he would by no means 


deprive this dear daughter of the diverſions u- 


ſually taken at Venice. Accompanied with her 


duana, he ſent her to the houſe of a noble Ve- 
etian lady, whoſe conduct, he knew, was ir- 


reproachable. Donna THERODORA (that Was | 
her name) was fo pleaſed with the company of 
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her lovely young gueſt, thatſhe took her abroad 
into all the beſt companies, where her charms 
began foon to make great havock. In a little 
time no converſation was heard, but what 
turned upon the graces: of JULIA's perſon ; 
and there was nothing ſo complaiſant and ob- 
liging, as what was ſaid of her. 

A young French gentleman, no leſs diſtin- 
guiſhed by his birth than by this amiable qua- 
ifications, had made a viſit to THEODOR A. 
He caſt his eyes upon JULIA ; and to ſee and 
| to love were with him the ſame thing. A vio- 
lent paſſion ſoon took poſſeſſion of his ſoul, and 
determined him to omit nothing in order to 
captivate the heart of this lovely creature. His 
aſſiduity, his complaiſance to JULia, gave 
umbrage to Madam FABRICIA, who told 
her ſentiments to her young miſtreſs, and aſked 
her, if the Count had not made to her ſome de- 
claration of love. JULIA ſincere ly confeſſed 


to her gurrdian all the Coant's proteſtations of 


friendſhip and tenderneſs; and declared, that 
ſhe never could be eaſy for his ſolicitations : 
but ſhe added, at the end of her narrative, that 
tho? this young nobleman had an infinite deal 
of merit, ſhe did not feel any thing in her heart, 
that gave her the leaſt ſuſpicion of her being 
ever enamoured with him. 

Dame FaBRICIa, whom I did not yet 
poſſeſs, was raviſhed with this declaration, and 
gave her freſh inſtructions relating to her con- 
duct; adviſing her to defy all men in general, 

eſpecially the F rench. My dear JULIA, ſays 


GG 
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the, they are a ſet of deceitful, unconſtant, in- 
diſcreet people; put no confidence in them, for 
they are more dangerous than a violent fever; 
all their careſſes are only with a view to de- 
vour. 

In the mean time the Count, l in- 
ecffantly with his paſſion, followed Jura 
whereſoever ſhe went. Having overheard this 
fine lecture of the duana, he reſolved to engage 


| Her to his intereſt, coſt what it would. Here I 


ſtepped in to his aſſiſtance, and took poſſeſſion 
of the old woman's heart; for, as I always had 
a regard for the French petits maitres, Ithought 
it a point of honour to ſerve this amiable young 
gentleman. One day, when JULIA went 


with donna THEODORA to vilit ſome of the 


ſiſters in a nunnery, the Count came to her ap- 
partments, under the pretence of paying his 
reſpects, and luckily found there dame FABRI- 
CIA alone. Ah! Madam, ſays he, I am over- 


joyed to find you here without witneſſes: I muſt 
engage your friendſhip in my behalf with Ju- 


114; deign therefore to give m2 one moment's 
attention. Juſt at that time I filled her ſoul 
with my ſuggeſtions, and ſhe conſented to hear 
what the Count had to ſay. 

Madam, he begins, I love Miſs JuLia to 
diſtraction Serve me in this particular, and de- 
pend upon the moſt grateful acknowledgment. 
You are not ignorant, chaſte FABRICIA, of 

my birth, my rank, my fortune. I do not 

aim to Jeceiy? you Fair miſtreſs ; ; I onlyintreat 

Joux not to be againſt an honourable marriage, 
which 


15 

| 
=! 
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I do not include this trifle in the ſum promiſed 


more than he required of her. She pocketed 
up the two hundred louiſes without much ce- 
remony, and aſſured her benefactor, that he | ij; 
mould hear from her in two days at fartheſt. d 


the utmoſt our poor lover could extort from 
" Her. All his cringes, all his proteſtations of 
love, conſtancy, and fidelity, were to no pur- 
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which I intend to propoſe to her. He alliance 

with me will not diſgrace her: endeavour there- 

fore to inſpire her 'with favourable ſentiments 

towards me. I know you have a daughter of 

your own, who has not fortune to recommend 
er to an advantageous match: bring the fair 

JoIIA to condeſcend to my love, and I here 
ive you a note of my hand for a thouſand pi- 

; he to add to your daughter's fortune, and a 

thouſand more for your own uſe, to be paid as 

ſoon as the buſineſs ſucceeds, Be ſo good as to 

accept this ſmall preſent of two hundred louis 

d'or. This he ſpoke with that grace, which 

is ſo natural to the French, Madam, he adds, 


; 1 
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by note, and beg you would look upon it only 

as the earneſt of what I intend to for you. = 
Dame FABRICIA, who already wept for joy |_ 

at the receipt of ſo conſiderable a Sum, forgot ; 

at once all her ſeverity, and promiſed the Count 
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Jr iA, at her return, found the Count wait-⸗ J 
ing for her with impatience ; but ſcarce would t 
ſhe vouchſafe to look on him: a cold compli-. 
ment, that barely fhewed her breeding, was 


ſe this evening, and could not obtain the x 


| ' Jcafſt anſwer, The impreſſion which her duana's Þ _ þ 


"> 
lectures 
—_ 
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lectures had left in her mind, was too ſtrong for 


her to be impoſed upon with flattering dif- 


conrſe, which ſhe now regarded as made up of 


_ artifice, falſehood, and deceit. "The Count had 
fallen into deſpair, but for the promiſes of 


dame FABRICIA, Theſe revived his hopes, 


and enabled him to reſume his natural gaiety, 

which was adorned with ſo much ſprightlineſs 
and wit, as drew on him the admiration of a 
whole aſſembly. He had indeed moſt excellent 


qualities; was a man of probity and honour : 
but of a very amorous temper, and who wouln 
ſacrifice all to accompliſh his deſigns. 

At night the duana, being alone with her 
ward, in a careleſs manner . What 


news of the Count de BELA IR? O! fays his 
fair miſtreſs, that man teazes me to death with 
his addreſſes, and the ardor of his paſſion; but 


ſince you have told me, Madam, that the French 


are very perfidious and inconſtant, J have ſcarce 
ever taken any notice of him. Well, but my 
dear JULIA, replied the matron, I have ſince 


informed myſelf exactly of the Count's charac- 
ter : his valet de chambre, who is a young fel- 


low of good ſenſe, has aſſured me, that his in- 
tentions towards you are only honourable ma- 
trimony. Now if we were ſure, child, of the 


purity of his intentions, an alliance of that na- 


ture would raiſe you to a rank of high diſtinc- 
tion. His lordſhip enjoys the favour of his ſo- 
vereign, and poſſeſſes ſome of the moſt conſide- 


rable poſts in the kingdom: I believe ſuch a 
en would make N perfectly happy; for 
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the manner of living in Fravce, my dear, is 
much more agreeable than that in Italy, We- 


men there enjoy perfect and full liberty: jea- 
louſy is entirely baniſhed from that happy cli- 
mate: that ſtupid paſſion, which here makes 
many a wife unhappy, is there unknown. If 


the Count then does love you fincerely, and 1 
think you have no room to doubt it, your beſt 


way, in my opinion, is to liſten to his propoſal, 


and not loſe ſuch an offer thro” an obſtinate and 
ill grounded reſerve. 


But my good directreſs, anſwered Jork, 


what courſe would you adviſe me to take ? ſhall 
LI expoſe myſelf to the hearing of an equivocal . 


paſſion, which will tarniſh my reputation ? He 
tells me, he loves me; but may I rely on ſuch 
a declaration? Beſides, ſuppoſe he is really in 


that mind at preſent, and that he feels all the 
- tenderneſs he would make me believe, is it im- 
poſſi ble for him to change? 


My dear daughter, replied the duana, you 


reaſon like a perſon of good ſenſe: But have 
vou not the ſame to fear from a huſband of 
this country? Diſcloſe to me freely the ſenti- 

ments of your heart; do you not love the Count, 
or, at leaſt, do you not feel a ſort of favourable 
- anclination towards him? I cannot but own 
- ingenuouſly, gaverneſs, that this nobleman is 
not diſagreeable to me: but I depend upon a 
father; we muſt conſult him, and take his in- 


ſtructions concerning my reception of the 
- Count” s addiciles.---Alas | my dear JULIA, the 


Count will not be forward to open his mind to 
| the 
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the Marquis your father, before he is informed 
whether your heart feels itſelf diſpoſed to fa- 
vour him. A man of fine taſte ought to be be- 
holden to his-own- merit, and not to the or- 
ders of a father, for the good gracesof his mi- 
ſtreſs.. The yoke of HyMEN cannot be eaſy 
without mutual tenderneſs: therefore, child, if 
his love is not diſpleaſing to you, and your 


heart perceives any inclination towards him, 
give an ear to what he has to ſay, and weigh his 


reaſons; it will be time enough then to delibe- 
rate upon what courſe you are to take. My love 
and affection to vou are ſufficiently known, and 
the advice I ſhall give you Will always be ho- 
neſt and rational. I have more experience of 
theſe matters than you: Conſult your own 
heart therefore, my dear JULTA, and repoſe 
on me the whole care of your happineſs. 

But, Madam FABRICIA, replied, our love- 
ly young lady, how would you have a prudent 
and virtuous virgin explain herſelf? I am in- 
ceſſantly purſued: all the aſſembly is attentive 


to our actions, and the leaſt nod, the leaſt glance 


of the eye, cannot paſs unobſerved.----And 
what then JULIA, rejoined the good duana, 


cannot you give him an interview in your own. 


apartment ? For my part, I will do what be- 
comes me; and you may be aſſured, that no 


one living ſhall ever know any thing of the 
matter. 7 | 


What is this you adviſe me to, Madam ! ex- 
claimed the fair JULIA. Shall a young lady 
of honour and birth expoſe her reputation in. 

1 778 „ that 
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that manner? If I could even ſuppoſe, that . 
all the world would be ignorant of this clan? 
deſtine viſit, who can be guarantee of the 0 
Count's honour ? You have told me, that all Þ 
the French gentlemen are ſprightly, enter- ; 
prizing, and of a temper not to be withſtood. 2 
When am alone with him, who ſhall ſecure me | 
from his lawleſs attempts? Can I even be ſure i 
of my owu ſteadineſs and virtue ? Oh, FaprRt= Þ| 
CIA |! one that is too daring on the ſea of life, 
runs a great riſque of being ſhipwrecked. -— | 
Not in the leaſt, my dear child, anſwers the 
duana ; you hazard nothing ; I ſhall be always E 
near you. I will do more, I will bring my 
daughter BERATRICE to paſs the night with 2 
you: thus ſhall we have two witneſſes, who ; 
will put a damp to all the Count's vigorous 1 
attacks, even ſuppoſing that he ſhould be ſo 3 
raſh, as to attempt any thing againſt your ho- 
nour. Not that there is the leaſt probability of 
ſuch a thing, all his views being as lawful, as 
his reſpect is real and profouad.— Here I whiſ- 
pered an artifice into the ear of the duana, 
which the chaſte young innocent could not 
withſtand. Would you, ſays ſhe, have me try 
him? I will know firſt if he be in earneſt. — | 
By no means FABRICIA, replied the Mar- | 
quis of FLORENZo's daughter; I cannot con- | 


— 


ſent to any ſuch proceeding. But; my dear 
child, you confeſs, almoſt whether you will 
'or no, that you do not hate this young Lord : 
you will be entirely wanting therefore to your 
-own happineſs and good fortune. I had W 
com 


> 
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come into my head, that will infallibly prevent 


your being expoſed: hear what it is. You 


ſhall take this evening one of your brother's ha- 
bits; and I too will transform myſelf into a 
man. The Carnival allows of ſuch liberties, 
and no body will cenſure the action. We will 
walk together upon St Mark's place, and en- 
deavour to join company with him. Your ſe- 
verity has almoſt driven him to deſpair, and 
ther:fore we may be ſure of his being alone. 


1 will talk to you in the character you appear 


in; and at the bare pronunciation of your 


name we ſhall know the ſincerity of his 
paſſion, | | 


The Duana, after much converſation, af- 


ter many fair promiſes to be faithful, and to 


conduct this affair ſo dextrouſly that no one 
ſhould know of it, gained her point. Poor 
JULIA was taken in the ſnare, and conſented 
to have herſelf led as a victim to the ſlaughter. 
When FA BRICIA had brought her ſo far on, 
ſhe took care privately to inform the Count, 
who came punctually to the rendezvous, Our 
two adventurers appeared on the ſpot, wherg 


they ſaw the Count extremely ſolitary : they 


advanced up to him, and entered into converſa- 
tion. The matron, who knew her trade per- 


fectly well, and had me befides for an aſſiſtant 


faid to her counterfeit young Cavalicr, Shall 
we go and take a glaſs my lord Marquis of St 
FLORENZo ? This was the watch word: no 
ſooner did the count hear it pronounced, but 


he fetched a deep ſigh 3 threw off his apparent 
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melancholy in a moment, and became the moſt 


pleaſant creature on earth. Dear Marquis, ſays 


he, how happy am I to have the honour thus 
accidentally of ſeeing you ! It is what I have a 
long while fought for in vain. In a word, he 
made him a thouſand proteſtations of friendſhip 
and eſteem ; and JULIa, who was a mere no- 
vice in love and intiigues, imagined that her 
face was not known to her lover under this bor- 
rowed habit. She had prepared an anſwer how- 
ever, in caſe the Count had known her. This 
triumvirate (if we may fo call it) went to the 
c.ffee-hoſe, where they were led into a private 
room, The duana, that ſhe might not give 
donna ThEODORA any uneaſineſs, had ad- 
viſed Jula to inform her of their metz mor- 
phoſis ; and as diverſions of this kind are much 
in uſe, the lady had no ſuſpicion of her conduct. 
She had indeed fo high an opinion of the dua- 
na's virtue, that ſhe was fully perſuaded this 
lovely creature could run no riſque with ſuch 
a governeſs. 

Here I interrupted the DeviL HE RMI, 
to make him take notice of a troop of armed 
men, that rode with all ſpeed towards a foreſt, 
which was half a league diſtant from the ca- 
vern? Who are thoſe People, ſaid I ? Ah! Che- 
valier, anſwers the Devil, they are archers, 

who are now in purſuit of ſomebody. Wait 
here a moment, and I will let you know their 
buſineſs. With that he left the air with an in- 
credible ſwiftneſs, and was inſtantly back quite 
out of breath, TOP along Sir, ſays he, theſe 
wretches 
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wretches are going to your caſtle.; they are 
emiſſaries of the holy inquiſition. Vet I cannot 
believe they have already diſcovered your clan- 
deſtine marriage,and ſudden retreat:Byall means, 
however, let us fly to your houſe, and as we 
afe both inviſible, you run no hazard. If the 
raſcals commit any outrage, I will puniſh them 
ſo ſeverely, that they ſhall'remember it a long 
time. Scarce were we. arrived at the caſtle, 
but theſe imps of the ſacred office were upon 
the return. They had been eight days in ſearch: 
of the good father. Queſtor, and being in- 
formed that He lodged at my houſe, they came 
to ſeize his perſon : but as donna THEREsa, 
for whom they had a great reſpect, aſſured 
therrthathe-went away the morning before at 
day-break, our gentlemen took their leave. 
The DEVIL HERMiIT,, who loved this 
mendicant brother thought it his duty to in- 


form him of that terrible tribunal, and to put 


him in ſome place of ſafety. - In fact, within 
a quarter of an hour he brought him into the 


archers, who were coming back flowly, and 
*ſorrowful at their diſappointment, that I never 
ſaw the like in my life. The thunder and 
lightning ſo. terrified - their horſes, that. they 
took the bit in their teeth, and ran away fu- 


moſt of the riders were utterly loſt. 


* Þ 


O Mr. 


cavern. I could not divine, for my part, where 
he found the fellow: but however that was, 
I am ſure he raiſed ſuch a tempeſt upon the poor 


. riouſly among the woods and rocks, where 
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O Mr AsTARoTH, ſaid I, what a ma- 


lignant devil art thou!—Not half ſo bad,anſwer- 
ed he, as that infamous crew deſerved. The in- 
uiſitor has nothing to do but to get more ſuch; 
or theſe will now be of no uſe to him.---Mean 
fr the Friar, who was almoſt dead with 


urpriſe, returned a thouſand thanks to the 


ERMIT. But as his compliments were te- 
dious and fulſome, and quite tired me, I in- 
terrupted him in the midſt of them, to make 
ASTAROTH purſue the hiſtory of the Mar- 
quis de St FLORENZo's daughter. 


CHAP.-IL 


Sequel tothe Hiſtory of the Count de Brian, 
and Miſs Julia DE FLORENZO. 


HE Count, who knew that he was ſpeak- 


a ing to his miſtreſs, and not toher brother, 
carried on the diſſimulation with great dexte- 
rity. He uttered a thouſand fine things to the 
counterfeit Marquis, all in language extreme- 
Iy flattering, and enlarged particularly on the 
praiſes of a ſiſter of his, whom he ſaid he had 
ſeen at the lady THEODORA's. At laſt he 
delivered himſelf thus: Marquis, if I was but 
fo happy as to merit your eſteem. and friendſhip, 
'I ſhould prefer it to all that I poſſeſs, You 
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feem too much of a gentleman for me to be 
afraid of ſpeaking my ſentiments. I confeſs 


then ingenuouſly, that the charms of donna Ju- 
LIA, your ſiſter, have penetrated to the very 


bottom of my ſoul, and that I Janguiſh for love 
of her ; while the cruel maid, inſenſible of m 
torments, laughs at what I feet: and ſcarce will 


deign ſo much as to look on me. My family, 


notwithſtanding, is ſo well known, that you 
cannot but be convinced, that yours would ſuf- 
fer no diſgrace in an alliance with it. But alas! 


adds he with a very deep ſigh, I am not ſo hap- 
py as to engage the good graces of your adora- 


ble ſiſter. She is already prejudiced in favourof 
ſome other gentleman, who without doubt has 
more merit than I. The lovely maid has in- 
deed too many perfections, for me to. imagine 
ſhe would fix her eyes on any object unwor- 
thy of her; and this ſingle thought drives me 


to diſtraction. 


As neither JorrA nor the duana made an 
anſwer, he went on in the ſame ſtrain. I be- 
lieve Sir, ſays he to the counterfeit Cavalier, 
that you muſt be convinced of the purity of my 


intentions. A houſe ſo illuſtrious as yours, 18 


more the object of veneration, than that any 
one ſhould attempt to tarniſh the ſplendor of its 


glory. My views in this reſpect are fo pure, 
that I would ſooner ſacrifice my life, than you 


ſhould call them in queſtion. I am open, ſin- 


cere and incapable of diffimulation. Dear 


Marquis, give me an anſwer with the ſame 


n May 1 hope to poſſeſs the adorable 


Julia? 
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JorrA? Shall I be ſo happy as to have 2 
brother-in-law of your extraordinary merit ? 
If you refuſe me your aſſiſtance, I will to- mor- 
row take my leave of this place, and endea- 
your by abſence to leſſen the flames that now 
devour me. But alas ! wretch that I am, I too 
well perceive that my whole life will be only a 
tiſſue of misfortunesand calamities, while I am 
abſent from the moſt lovely Julia. The 

thought of that tortures me to death. To have 
| city that contains the only object on which my 
felicity depends ! that is a martyrdom of the 
moſt exquiſite ſort, and what makes me trem- 
ble. For heaven's ſake, Marquis, vouchſafe me 
a word, Can you be affected with my miſery? 
May I flatter myſelf rhat you will be ſenſible 
of my pain: 

Count, ſays the feigned marquis, my ſiſter 
is a young lady who has never yet been in love: 
ſo much I am ſure of.----That word, ſays 
the Count with a low voice, but loud enough 
to be underſtood, makes me begin to. take 
breath.---- The Marquis went on. I was ig- 
norant, till this moment, of your inclination for 
he, If ſhe has no objection to you, as I hope 
ſhe has not, I ſhall take care to inform you 
of it. Depend upon me; I will ſpare no pains 
to diſcover her ſentiments, and aſſiſt you in get- 
ting the victory over her tender heart. But I 
am afraid my father, who is a man of a very 

auſtere temper, will not conſentto this marriage: 
He is intimately acquainted with a young gen- 
dleman, whom he is willing to have for a ſon- 
| „ 
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in-law. I am very certain, however, that my 


fiſter does not love him; and have too good 


an opinion of my father, notwithſtanding his 


ſeverity, to think that he would force her to 
wed a man for whom ſhe had no value. 


Dear Marquis, anſwers the Count, how am 
J obliged to your goodneſs? You promiſe me 
your aſſiſtance, and I foretell from thence my 
own happineſs. Here the fair JULIA, too 
much affected with the Count's merit, and the 
tenderneſs of his paſſion, betrayed herſelf, and 


could no longer ſupport that character ſhe had 


aſſumed. Fhe tears, in ſpite of her, ran down 
from her lovely eyes. The wary Count took 
the advantage of this moment, threw himſelf 


' at her fee“ and declared he now knew her, 
This diſco e. at firſt raiſeda bluſhinthecheeks 
of JULIa ; hu. leve, by degrees, infinuated 
with ſo much activity into her heart, that ſhe 
fell into a fit, The care they took of her ſoon 
brought her to herſelf ; when ſhe confeſſed to 


her tender lover, that he was the only motive 
of her metamorphoſis, and that ſhe had not ex- 


-poſed herſelf to this adventure, but in order to 


dive into his real ſentiments. 
You ought to imagine that the Count made 
uſe of his eloquence, and endeavoured by the 


moſt ſolemn proteſtations to diſſipate all her 
doubts. Here I let a little ſpark of my breath 


fly into the very ſoul of JULIA; whoſe hearty 
before too much inclined, ſurrendered in a mo- 
ment. Theyſwore an eternal tenderneſs,and con» 


trived the means of ſeeing one anotherprivately; 


or 
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for the carnival was almoſt at an end. F or 


ſome days they had an intercourſe by letters, 
and the too charitable Duana was the Mer- 


cury between them; but abſence, after a fort- 


night, became inſupportable to them both. _ 

Madam FABRICIA, with much addreſs 
managed their nocturnal interviews. She intro- 
duced the Count every night into JULIA's 
apartment, and that charming maid,by little and 
little forgot her duty. The Count, not only pro- 
miſed, but reſolved never to be unfaithful, and 


that he would try all poſſible means to obtain ber 


of her father. With the conſent of his miſtreſs he 
made the demand himſelf, and at the ſame time 
employed ſeveral perſons of the firſt rank to ſe- 


cCond his requeſt. All was to no purpoſe; the old 


Marquis had given his word to the noble Vene- 
tian his friend, and would not be induced to 


go from it. His refuſal plunged the fair Ju- 


LIA into an inexpreſſible melancholy, and the 
2 Duana was unable to moderate her 


ighs and complaints. All her moſt ſubtile 


ſtratagems were eſſayed in vain. The time 
of JurLIA's marriage was at hand. But as it 


was for my intereſt to prevent its accompliſh- 


ment, I whiſpered certain ſuſpicions into the 
Marquis's ear: the marquis told them to his 
ſon, and they both reſolved to watch over the 


ud of -JULIA. 


One Night, perceiving the Duana to let 


1 an a ſilken ladder to a man, they with great 
attention obſerved the adventure, and ſuffered 


the * to aſcend without interruption. 
Then 
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Then paſſing into a contiguous hall, which had 
communication with JUL1A's apartment, they 
heard enough to convince them of her ill con- 
duct. Overcome with rage to fee their houft 
diſhonouted, they ruſhed in like two madmen, 
ſword in hand. The Count, who heatd a 
noiſe, put himſelf in a poſture of defence, 
e two piſtols that he always carried a- 
out him, and ſwore he would ſhoot them both 


if they refuſed to hear his ſtory. 


Seeing them diſpoſed to give attention, My 
Lords, faid he, you know me well enough to 
believe that my life will coſt you dear. The ex- 
treme paſſion I have conceived for JULA1, is 
my whole crime, and you are not ignorant that 
my intention is to marry her. Your refuſal, 
her friendſhip for me, and hatred of the man 
for whom you deſign her, have been the cauſe 


of theſe nocturnal viſits. I am ready now to 
give her my hand. She is my wife by that re- 


Ciprocal faith which we have ſworn to each 
other. You cannot refuſe her to me therefore 


any longer, without covering yourſelves with 
eternal infamy. Ceaſe to hate me ; calm your 


fury, and be aſſured that I will give you proofs 


of my probity and honour. 


The old Marquis, more capable of reflectionthan 
his ſon, ordered the latter to appeaſe his wrath. 
JULIA and her duana fell at her father's feet 
and the tears of that lovely daughter once more 
touched her tendei parent. Though that charm- 
toucheature bad ncver broke through the bounds 


of reſpect and ſubmiſſion which ſhe owed to her, 


father 


— 
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father, yet ſhe now ſpoke to him with a ge- 


nerous boldneſs, and did not diſſemble either 


her fault or her love. The father, melted into 
tenderneſs by the tears and moving words of 
his child, pardoned what ſhe had done, and re- 
ſolved to beſtow her on her lover. The Count, 
tranſported with an event ſo happy, embraced 
the knees of the Marquis, and with repeated 
oaths, in the moſt ſolemn manner, declared 
him ready to execute his promiſe. In a word, 
the nuptial rites were concluded. Dame Fa- 
BRICLA. alone was the victim of this happy 
union : they ſhut her up in priſon for life ; and 
J, for my part, left the oldMEGEaR a to her deſ- 
pair, took my flight over the Alps, and thence 
towards the Rhine; where turning a little to 
the right, I came to a city famous for its waters, 
where I amuſed myſelf for many days in con- 
templation of the people then aſſembled. I ſaw 
there many ſcenes of gallantry, which I may 

relate to you another time.; but one above the 
reſt engaged my attention, the actors in which 
were a very odd ſort of a couple. They were 


no other, (would you believe it?) than a devout 


rich old woman of ſixty, and a gouty father- 
recolle& who ſeemed yet in the prime of his 


years. This prodagrical lump of debauchery I. 


thought very proper to ſucceed the duana, and 
J ſtepped the more willingly into his ſoul, as 
the country he lived in was the very ſame that 
As Mop us had before driven me from. 


CHAP, 


£ 
= 
| 


The Devil Hermit. 125 


C H A P. IV. 
As TA ROTH a mendicant F 


O make you underſtand the part I ated | 
in this new metamorhoſis,I mult firſt give 
you an indea of theſe fellows in frock,and relate 
the hiſtory of him I now occupied; for I am” 
perſuaded you are not ſo well acquainted with 
theſe people as I am. Theſe bigots, for the 
moſt part, rife out of the dunghill; and the 
meanneſs of their extraction makes them run 
into all the moſt ſhameful diſorders. Inca- 
pable of fine ſentiments, they deliver them- 
ſelves up to an infamous courſe of debau- 
chery. Drunkenneſs, gluttony, and luxury, 
are their favourite virtues. Under the vall 
of a monſtrous hypocriſy, they hide the moſt 
filthy inclinations. They ſacrifice the moſt 
ſacred myſteries of the religion they profeſs 
to a ſordid intereſt ; they varniſh over the 
_ greateſt crimes of thoſe, who know how ta 
win them with ſuitable prefents: There are 
no ſecrets which they will not reveal, when 
they mect with a generous man, who pays them 
largely: ina word, they ſell the graces of hea- 
ven annexed to their miniſtry, with as little 
ſcruple, as a Jew would make merchandize 
of a Chriſtian. A character ſo ſcandalous, and 
ſo unworthy of a good man, is indeed the true 
character of a Demon: I lived at large there- 
fore in the foul of this honeſt monk, as if 1 

5 had 
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had been in the beſt apartment of all the in- 
fernal ſtate. In fact, he paſſed, and I believe 
with juſtice, for the moſt crafty and the moſt 
debauched fellow of his whole order. He was 
born in Ireland; and there could not be two 
better qualities, to make a perfect imp of As- 
MODEUS, than thoſe of Iriſhman and mendi- 
cant friar. During the twenty years that he had 
wore the habit, he never once belied his charac- 
ter: and as a bad man always grow worſe and 
worſe, he was now ſunk to the loweſt degree 
of libertiniſm. An idea of his life will make 
this truth more apparent. 


The remarkable Hiſt ory of a Recolle® Friar. 


HIS man was born at Cork, of a mother 
whoſe gallantry had made as much noiſeas 
her beauty. As this courtezan had never ſubmit- 
ted to the yoke of HYMEN, and always en- 
tertained a number of gallants at the ſame time, 
it was impoſſible to tell who was his father. 
owever, a young merchant of that city, to 
whom the honour of owning him was given, 
took care of him till he was ten years old, and 
then ſent him over to Holland. Want and 
debauchery in time reduced him to herd with 
a troop of banditti, who conducted hips into 
F landers, there he aſſociated with ſome Bohe- 
mians, and lived among them two years : but 
juſtice having diſſipated this gang, he eſcaped 
into a village of the neighbouring country, 
where 
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where he met with an honeſt Recollet, who 
introduced him into his convent. The good 
father, finding him a young man of hopeful in- 
clinations, taught him a few words of Latin, 
and in a little time after gave him the frock.Our 
ſpark, naturally licentious arrived by degrees at 
the moſt eminent pitch of wickedneſs. It 
would take up too much time to relate all the 
infamous actions that blackened his character: 


a few examples muſt ſuffice to give you ſome 
ſpecimen of it. | 


In ſpite of his crimes, he had learned to con» 
tract ſuch a hypocritical air, thatit enabled him 
to impoſe on all the world. His grave deport» 


ment, his ſeemingly ſolid turn of mind, ac- 


quired him the eſteem of an infinite number of 
people of all ranks. A perſon of quality, who liv- 


ed in the neighbourhood, was ſo fond of him, 


that he took him to be the director of his whole 
family, His power in the gentleman's houſe 
was quite deſpotic. This lord had a handſome 
young wife: the friar fell in love with her, 
and reſolved to enjoy her. As he was high 
in the good graces of madam's chambermaid, he 
made her the confidant of his paſſion. IAN - 
NE TON, that was the damſel's name, com- 
paſſionated the good man's ſufferings, and pro- 
miſed to introduce him 2 miſ- 
treſs's apartment, while her maſter was buſy in 


anſwering ſome letters that he had received by 


an extraordinary courier. No ſooner did ſhe 


perceive madam to be in a profound ſleep, but 


the accordingly brought in the monk, who 


ſlipped 


, —_ ” — . 
F hs r e n ' L 0 * w 4 
— 17" . . * p . — — r 1 < 
—  — — — — * — = = 


eee Ph Aug ow * I 


* * * r 
=. * 
8 — — cn es . 
— 


128 De Devil Hermit. 


ſlipped dexteroufly into her bed, and ſatiated 
his infamous deſires. The dame, whom his 
brutality ſoon wakened, fearing her huſband- 
might do himfelf harm, begged him: to abate: 
a little of his vigour ; and the game being o- 1 
ver, ſhe innocently dropt aſleep again- The 
monk then retired highly ſatisfied. 1 
About four hours after this ſcene: comes the 
nobleman to bed, when his lady awaking once 3 
more at the noiſe, and knowing him bythe light, 2 
aſked him if he was not well, and for what 
reaſon he had got up. The huſband told her: 
ſhe certainly dreamed, for that he had. not yet [ 
been in bed, having been kept up ſo long a- l 
bout his letters. How, fays ſhe, have not you 
been in my apartment ſince ſupper ? Indeed 
Madam, replied he, I have not. Here the un- 
happy lady fetched a deep ſigh,, and began to 
ſuſpect what had been: done: ſhe diſſembled the 
matter however till next day, in order the bet- 
ter to come at the truth. She had before en- 
tertained ſome ſuſpicion of the monk. Certain 
amorous glances, certain equivocal diſcourſes, 
had perſuaded her that this wretch was a very 
debauchee, who coloured over. his crimes with 
an affected hypocriſy. She had ſeveral times 
eommunicated her ſentiments to her huſband : 
but he, far from giving attention to her prudent 
advice, rejected it as the effect of raſh: judg- 
ment. Several times ſhe made him take notice 
of the licentious manners of: this friar, and 
his private converſation with her chambermaid : 
but the gentleman was ſo prejudiced in his fa- 
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your, that he conſtrued every thing into an in- 
nocent amuſemem, and ſeemed reſolved to 
the dupe of our ſcoundel Hiberian. 8 25 
Net day the poor lady, tho' perfectly inno- 
cent, was tortured with the moſt gnawing re- 
morſe. Having been informed that the friar 
went away betimes in the morning, ſhe took 
JAN N ETON aſide in order to extort the ſecret 
from her. She thought that ſtratagem would be 
the beſt way to come at it; and accordingly 
ſhe deceived her by a falſe confidence. She 
aſked her why father ANDREW (that was the 
friar's name) went away ſo early without tak- 
ing his leave ? To which theſubtle wench rea- 
dily anſwered, that he had told her the evening 
before that he was obliged to go to the city be- 
times in the morning, about an affair of con- 
ſequence. Alas! ſaid the lady, with a pitiful 
tone, I am very forry for it; I had ſomething 
to communicate to him. But I know, IAN NR - 
ro, that you are diſcreet, and love me very 
much: May I run the hazard of truſting you 
with the ſecrets of my heart? 
Alas! Madam, ſays the damſel, can you 
doubt of my attachment to you? Believe 
me when I ſay, I would ſacrifice a thou- 
ſand lives to ſerve you. Never heſitate a 
-moment therefore. about opening your. heart 
to me.— Well then, JannrTon, I frank- 
ly confeſs to thee that I am paſſionately in love 
with father ANDREW: but he is ſo holy a 
man, and ſo perfectly pious, that I am afraid 
he would reject my ardor with indignation, I 
date not give hun any hint of my paſſion : the 

remain 
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remains of modeſty hinder me, Oh, my dear 


JANNETON I how ſhall I be obliged to thee, 


if. thou canſt make him ſenſible of my torment, 
— The ſcene ended with a' few counterfeit 


tears, which madam let fall to impoſe upon her 


Abigail. | | | 
I his contrivance ſucceeded to her wiſh. The 
chambermaid, deceived by appearances, fell 
without reflection into the ſnare, and cried out, 
In troth, madam, you may make yourſelf ea- 
ſy : you are not ſo well acquainted with the fa- 
& as Iam. I dare aſſure you, he will not be 
unſuſceptible of love. For my part, I have no 
reaſon to complain of him, He has a tender 
heart, I am ſenſible ef it, and it is not his fault 
that we havenot*#*##, 8 IT 

My dear JaNNEToN, continues the lady, 
do not deceive me. I cannot perſuade myſelf 
that father ANDREW, who talks of. nothinrg 


but the love of God, faſting, penitence, and 


diſcipline, would forget his duty, to give ear 
to my fooliſh paſſion. You miſtake holy 
friendſhip for gallantry ; and he only tried thee 
the better to ſound thy ſoul. I am not mi- 
ſtaken Madam, replied JanntToON : Take 
my ward for it, he will think himſelf at the 
ſummit of happineſs when he hears of your 
kind diſpoſitions towards him.---Never tell me 
ſo girl, the lady retorted; I can by no means 
flatter myſelf with ſuch hopes. Thou haſt a 
mind to nouriſh my flame, and thy tenderneſs 
makes thee to deceive thyſelf.--- Lord Madam, 

ANNETON replies, how incredulous you are 


Well then, ſince I muft tell you all, know | 
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that laſt night, while my maſter was writing, 
I conducted father Andrew at his own requeſt 
into your apartment, where, by taking the place 
of your huſband, he obtained your favours. 
carce had ſhe ſpoke theſe words when the 
lady, pierced to the very heart, ſcreamed out 
aloud, and fell into a fit. Her huſband, hear- 
ing her, fled to her relief; but it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty that he brought her again 


to herſelf. As he moſt paſſionately loved her, 


her diſmal ſituation almoſt drove him mad, 
and drew from him ſuch outcries, as mae 


the whole caſtle ring. In the mean time ma- 


dam began to recover, and looking upon her 
lord, who was diſſolved in tears. My dear huſ- 
band, ſays ſhe, ceaſe your ſorrow, calm thoſe 


tranſports, and leave a miſerable woman, un- 


worthy of you, to die. A villain has deceived 
you, under a veil of the moſt horrible hypo- 


eriſy : he has this night polluted your bed. 


Think no more of your wife, who is abſolute- 
ly loſt to you. 


Alas ! Madam, replies the gentleman all in 


confuſion, what is the meaning of this language ? 
It has already thrown me into the moſt violent 
diſorder. For heaven's ſake explain yourſelf, 
and tell me the ſubject of your ſorrow. The 
lady, without heſitation, related the horrid ſtra- 


tagem which the monk had made uſe of, to - 


rob her of her honour. The waiting-woman 
more than half dead with fear, was obliged to 
confeſs her crime, and her own laſcivious com- 
merce with this unworthy father. Then the un- 


happy 
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py gentleman was ſenſible of his whole misfor- 
tune: but reflecting that his wife was entirely 
innocent, he endeavoured bycareſſes to comfort 
her, and mitigate her tranſport of grief. No- 
thing however was capable to calm her mind: 
à violent fever ſeized her, which in four or 


five days carried her off. The gentleman, 


though diſtracted with anguiſh, thought it pru- 
dent not todivulge this tragical ftory, and con- 
tented himſelf with cloiſtering up the waiting- 
woman, without making any noiſe. Since that 
time he languiſhes through a melancholy life, 
and receives no conſolation for the loſs of his 


dear lady. The monk had no mind to return 


to the caſtle, certain domeſticks having inform- 
ed him of the lady's death, and what was the 
cauſe of it. But, far from being touched 
with remorſe, and living better for the future, 
he has followed the ſame courſe ever ſince. 
An adventure happened to him about a year 
ago, which is very remarkable. He preached 
during Lentin a country viliage, and lodged 
with a rich farmer who had a very handſume 


daughter. Already had he tried every wile to 
corrupt this young girl, without being able to 


ſucceed. She had long been contracted to a 
youth of her own rank, and the marriage was 
to be celebrated in the Eaſter holidays. Fa- 
ther ANDREW walted with patience for this 
ceremony, in hopes it would prove favourable 
to him. He was not deceived. There was a 
great entertainment made on the wedding-day, 
when our hypo:riie refuſed to come into fo 
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much merry company, and choſe rather to ſup- 
alone in his chamber. 

While they were dancing after ſupper, the 
good father examined carefully the bridal cham- 
der, which, luckily for him, was ſeperated 
from his only by a thin fir-tree partition. He 
very dextrouſſy rook out a board, that he might 
get in after the bride. No ſooner had they 
* conveyed her to the nuptial bed, but the monk, 
” who liſtened all the while, underſtood that the 

bridegroom continued longer with the compa- 

ny. Upon this the good father crept into the 
chamber, and fairly took his place by the fide 

of his young wife: but ſcarce had he attempted 
to execute his deſign, before ſheperceived he was 

not the man ſhe had married, and ſcreamed 

out ſo loud, that all the company ran to her 
:gaſſiſtance. The audacious monk, who did not 
expect this diſcovery, had no time to eſcape. 
The huſband, a ſtrong vigorous young fel- 
low, flew at him like a fury, and gave him 
ſuch a hearty drubbing, that he was obliged to 
be carried home to his monaſtery, where he 
lay two months before he got cured of the 
blows he received. | 16 | 

It was not eight days before I took poſſeſſion. 
of him, that he had corrupted a young girl, 
who waited on a counteſs that was taking the 
waters in this city. Impoſed upon by his hy- 
pocriſy, the wench addreſſed herſelf to him 
for her confeſſor. After a ſevere reprimand, 
he ordered her, by way of penitence, to wear a 
cord upon her naked K Nay more, ſays he, 

it 
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it is neceſſary that I ſhould put it on you my- 
ſelf. The poor ſimple creature made no re- 


ſiſtance, but admitted him into her chamber to 


execute his own ſentence. As the girl was pret- 
ty, ſhe tempted his fleſhly part; and he ſo well 
| ſet forth his cafe, that he obtained his defire. 
This adventure was never known; and well 
for him that it was not : for if the old devotee 
had been informed of it, ſhe would have loaded 


him with reproaches, as he had ſworn to her 


an invariable fidelity. 
While he continued at the waters, I inſpired 
him to perform ſeveral legerdermain tricks. A- 


mong others he ſtole the purſe of a German 
Count, who put the utmoſt confidence in him, 


His devotee was concerned in the plot, and 
concealed the theft. This affair having made 
ſome noiſe, I adviſed him to get away ; which 
he did very prudently : for after much enquiry 
it was found out that. he was the thief, But 
the good German never attempted to proſecute 
him, for fear of ſcandalizing his order: an ex- 
ample that of the moſt chriſtian moderation 
Being returned to his convent, he lodged in 
the hands of his guardian, the money he had 
got, and related to him the ſtratagem he had put 
in practice to make it his own. The good 


ſuperiour laughed at the adventure. You have 


done we!l, ſaid he; this money might have been 
employed to profane purpoſes, whereas-now it 
will beconſecrated to the ſervice of God. An 
excellent ſacrifice ! ſaid I to myſelf. Without 
queſtion it will be very agreeable to the 8 
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being, who accepts no victims, but what are 


holy and innocent. 
Scarce had I been a fortnight in the monaſtery, 
before I was ſurprized at the frightſul diſorders 


that reigned there. One may juſtly call this re- 
treat a real cavern of vagabonds, who are all at- 
tentive to glut themſelves by preying on the 


publick. With infinite pleaſure every morning [ 


| ſaw a croud of pretty young girls arrive there, 


who made no ſcruple of ſacrificing their ho- 
nour to theſe wretched hypocrites. After din- 


ner every one took his flight, in order to go 


and gourmandize with ſome bigot of a burgher, 
who regaled them with great pleaſure, merely 
to have a ſhare in their prayers. I laughed as if 


I had been mad, at theſe ridiculous nunneries. 


With regard to my fleſhly tabernacle, he di- 
vided his day always between his devotee, and a 


pious eccleſiaſtick, whom he was conducting a 
great pace towards perdition, by inſpiring him 


with a thouſand ſcruples capable of driving him 


to deſpair. He talked to him of nothing but 


hair-ſhirts, macerations, faſts, and auſterities : 
and, as it ſignifies little to us devils in what 


manner we get human ſouls, provided they 


come to us ſafe, I inſpired my monk with ſuch 
moving diſcourſes, that the unhappy prieſt 
doubted of his ſalvation, and at laſt ran to 
deſpair in earneſt. 

The afternoon he ſpent with his old devotee, 
in making delicate collations, and ſatiating his 
beaſtly concupiſcence. However, notwithſtand- 
ing this Fon 1. I began to be uneaſy 
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in the ſoul of this hypocrite ; ſo that, having 
reſolved to quit it, I only waited te be firſt re- 
venged on that ſcoundrel, ſecretary URIEL. 
I had ſeen him ſeveral times, but without any 
inclination to make myſelf known. You have 
heard before how that devil ſold and betray- 


ed me to A8MoDEus. I was not ignorant, 


that his principal ſupport was that little bigot 
of a capuchin, the evil genius of theſovereign ; 
and having, beſides, a mortal hatred againſt all 
the people of that order, I was wholly de- 
termined on vengeance. I engaged my good 
hoſt to debauch a pretty young girl who came 
to confeſſion, and who was not able to reſiſt 
the power of my temptation. In a word, he 


Played his part with her ſo well, that the poor 


weneh found an alteration in her health ; and, 


upon the importunity of her parents, confeſſed, 


that Father AnpREw her director, was the 


man thae did it. Her father, who had acceſs 


to the perſon of the prince, went thither with 
his complaints. Soon after Father ANDREW 
was cited, by the ſovereign's command, before 


the venerable eonſiſtory, where the little capu- 


chin was to give him a ſevere reprimand in 


bis highneſs's name, 


My individual could not bear the admonition 
with good temper. He anſwered inſolently, and 
I inſenſibly inſpired him with a moſt violent 
paſſion, In his rage he fell like a madman on 


the poor capuchin, and treated him in ſuch 


a piteous manner, that he lay for dead. All the 
court, upon this, was alarmed, The prince, in- 


formed 
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formed how the man he loved like another ſelf, 


had been aſſaulted, ran in perſon to the place, 
and ordered the good Father ANDREW to be 
locked up in a dark priſon. No ſooner was he 
ſecured, but I made my eſcape out of his body, 
and took my flight towards the middle region 
of the air, where I wandered the fpace of two 
or three years, without knowing in what place 
to fix. I cauſed abundance of havock in many 
countries; but at laſt, having viſited ſeveral re- 


mote kingdoms, I alighted upon the Grand 


Signior's Seralio. I ſaw there the chief of the 


black eunuch's, walking in the garden with 


the favourite Sultana, and inſtantly took up my 
lodging with him. 
How much pleaſure foever I received in the 


converſation of- my falſe HERMIT, I could 
not help thinking for ever of donna THERE“ 
sA. I found in her charms which ſeemed to 


ſecure her from all danger of my inconſtancy, 


and communicated my thoughts on that ſub- 
ject to my good friend ASTAROTH. You 


are newly married, ſays he, with a ſmile, and 


your flame continues fierce: it would not be 
juſt to reſtrain it too much. Go home then to 


your dear moiety, whoſe defires are not leſs ar- 


dent than yours ; but remember always, that I 


am ready to ſerve you with fidelity, and with- 


out any ſelf-intereſt ; which is more than can 


be faid of many of your o wn ſpecies, who think 


diſintereſtedneſs a ſuperfluous virtue. When you 


defire to receive any farther inſtructions, you 
need only repair again to this cave, where I 
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will appear to you upon regular ſummons. 80 
let it be, ſaid I, taking my leave; I will be 


with you again in eight days, at the fartheſt ; 


depend upon my grateful acknowledgment, as 


I rely upon the fincerity of your promiſes. 


mnt. "—_ = 
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V 
As TrAROTH Chief of the Grand Signior”s 
Eunuchs, The tragical Endof the Brother 
Queſtor. 


Need not relate here all that paſſed between 
my wife and I: I let the reader imagine 
what two perſons, whoſe love was tender 


and mutual, and who poſſeſſed one another 


without fear, would ſay and do. Eight days 
paſſed over with rapidity. My felicity, how- 


ever, could not make me forget my faithful 
ASTAROTH : according to the promiſe I had 
made him, I came to the cave, where I was 


very much ſurprized to find him employed in 


burying our dear brother the Queſtor. Du- 


ring the abfence of ASTAROTH, a ſerpent had 
glided under his frock, as he ſlept, and bit 


him grievouſly. The pciſon of this animal was 


ſo ſubtile, that he died an hour after ; and the 
HERMIT juſt came back time enough to find 
him alive. | | 

You muſt have been buſy indeed, As A- 


ROTH, ſays I, to be thus ignorant of the mif- 


fortune 
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fortune of your intimate friend. Neither buſy, 
anſwered he, nor ignorant of what had hap- 
pened: but the courſe of his holy life was at 
an end, and it was impoſlible for me to preſerve 


him from the ſhears of the fatal ſiſter. - Be ſo 


good, Lord HERMIT, replied I, as to relate 
to me the adventures of this poor brother.-—1 
am very willing to do it, Chevalier, rejoined 
my truſty friend : but I inform you before 
hand, that they are not over-diverting, I will 
abridge them therefore, as much as poſſible 1 
ean. 


Father PAN cRAcIO, that was the name 


of this worthy brother, owns his being to a 
rope-dancer of the city of Naples, and a Tur- 
kiſh ſlave, the daughter of a baſhaw of Ro- 
melia. His mother was taken captive by a 
Neapolitan galley, and given to the vice- 
roy's lady; but falling in love with this rope- 
dancer, ſhe . from her miſtreſs, fled with 
him into the village of Puglia, where 
young PancRacio firſt ſaw the light. He 
was brought up in his father's profeſſion, and 
grew eminent, not only for his agility of body, 
but more for his dexterity in ſhowing ſlight- 


_ of-hand tricks. The ignorant vulgar, who 
could not comprehend certain natural ſecrets 


he was maſter of, ſoon began to look upon 
him as a dangerous perſon, who held corre- 


ſpondence with infernal ſpirits. Certain phil- 


tres that he gave having ſucceeded, all the 
young rakes had recourſe to him, to enable 
them to triumph over the indifference of their 
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cruel miſtreſſes. One among them having been 


accuſed of the murder of a citizen's daughter, 


who had recourſe to law to make him marry 
her, was taken up, and condemned to an ig- 
nominious deaih, In 1 is examination he ac- 
cuſed Signior PANCRAc10, who, upon ad- 
vice thereof, made his eſcape to Bologna, and 
got admiſſion into a convent at Sccocolanti, After 
his noviciate, he was employed in the que- 


ſture, that is, in going about to beg for the 


reſt of the frateruity. His juggling talents 


got him acceſs into the principal houſes of Bo- 


logna : but having abuſed a. young lady of di- 
ſtinction, he was arreſted by the hand of ju- 
- His ſuperior claimed him back, and they ſet 
him again at liberty. He had an in interview 
with his fair one, and gave her certain reme- 


dies, that cauſed her dropſy to diſappear. Her 


relations, who had proceeded only on ſuſpi- 
cions, were obliged, when the ſymptoms va- 
niſhed, to make him reparation ſor the diſ- 
grace. His credit by this was ſo reſtored, that 


he even paſſed for a martyr of calumny ; and 


the affair, which made a great deal of noiſe, 
having turned to his advantage, he continued 


to live in his former way. He got conſiderable 


ſums by providing for young virgins, who 
panted after the loſs of their honour. Not a 
ſtranger ever eſcaped him. He continually vi- 
ſited all the inns, to ſce who was newly arrived, 
in order to become procurer to their diver- 
fons. But ſome days ago, an old hag, his 
9012 EY 36 aſſociate 
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aſſociate in the juggling art, having been taken 
up for a witch, by order of the inquiſition, 
accuſed this poor brother of practiſing the ſame 
charms ; and, but for me, he had become the 


victim of that formidable tribunal. The reſt 
of his life is very well known. At this inſtant 


the good father PANCRAc1o poſſeſſes a high 


employment in our kingdom, and is more hap- 
py than I, who would gladly be in his place. 
But, as we were not now talking of what we 
with for, let us proceed to ſome etHer ſubject. 

Alfter this diſcourſe my faithful AsTA-. 
ROTH requeſted me to give him an account 
of my conduct towards donna THEREsaA, I 
loved him too well to diſſemble with anaccount 


being more curious to learn the particulars of 


his life, than to relate how TI had paſſed my 


own time, I ſoon engaged him to reſume the 
thread of his adventures, which he continued 
almoſt in theſe words. 

As I told you before, I roved in the air a- 
bout three years. During that time I ravaged 
many a province, and put many a poor fa- 
mily into confuſion ; among which latter was 
that of la CADIERE. It was I that infpired 
them with all the proofs of that ſcandalous 
proſecution, which was ſet on foot to deſtroy 
Father GrRARD, and rum bis reputation 
with the publick. It was not my fault that he 
eſcaped the hands of juſtice ; for the proo's 
againſt this good director were in appearance 


ſo perfuaſive, that I am ſtill aſtoniſhed, they 


did not bear him down: yet I muft own to 
you, 
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you, between friends, that he was only guilty 
of a few ſlight indiſcretions, ſuch as among 


other people would have paſt for mere trifles. 


But as thofe of his order are mortal enemies 
to the Queſneliſts, and as I favour that ſpecies 
of ſectaries, I ſet every engine to work to tar- 
niſh the glory of that ſociety, which, in reality, 
is the ſcourge of hell. 

1 ſometimes inſinuated myſelf into the com- 
pany of learned men, and thoſe maſter wits, 
who decide of all writings with an infuppor- 


table preſumption. I rambled thro” all the 


coffee-houſes, to preſide in the diſputes there. 


One day I fomented ſuch a furious quarrel 


between two authors, that they could not 
compromiſe it without a good number of blows, 
which they mutually interchanged with each 
other. : 
One was a hiſtorian of the firſt rank, who 


maintained, by ſound arguments, that the Chi- 


neſe letters were well writ, and might be 
ranked with the beſt productions of the age. 
He praiſed the author of them extremely, and 
put him in competition with the = 4 illu- 
ſtrious writers. "Theſe encomiums, I muſt own, 
ſeemed a little extravagant. 3 
The other, on the contrary, who was only 
an inſipid compiler, quite empty of all that is 
called erudition, was obſtinately reſolved to 
run him down. He threw out a thouſand in- 
vectives againſt the author. Every one laughed 
in this fellow's face, and ridiculed his igno- 


contempt, 


rance. Seeing himſelf become the objgct of 
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contempt, he leaps like a madman upon the 
Marquis d' ARGENS's l The latter 
believe, if they 
had not been parted, they would have ſtrangled 
each other. PE, n 
But tell me, ſaid I, dear Lord HERMIr, 
you who ſet up for a wit, and a perfect con- 
noiſſeur in literary matters, tell me without 
prejudice, what is your opinion of that au- 
thor and his works? As to my own ſenti- 
ments, Sir, anſwers A8TAROTH, I own to 
you ingenuouſly, that it is juſt the ſame with 


his who made the encomium ; and I believe, 


that all thoſe who have any taſte of ſcience, 


will ever allow that writer the praiſes he de- 
ſerves. He has talents worthy of the higheſt 


eſteem: and one may ſay of him, without 
injuſtice, that he is an original. He thinks 
with great delicacy: it is only to be wiſhed, 
that he had more leiſure to correct his 
writings; but his productions are too numerous 
for him always to avoid ſome repitions: this 


defect, however, may claim pardon in a man, 


who is obliged to write two ſheets aweek : there 
are not many authors capable of doing ſo much 
with ſo few faults. ES CCA ELS Br 
Beſides, his deficiency on this head is ſo amp- 
ly made up, by his fine and delicate reflec- 
tions, that it will not be ſurprizing to ſee the 
Chineſe letters meet with a general approba- 
tion, It is what, I am ſure, I heartily with ;: 


for the man is one I very highly reſpe& : his 


way of living pleaſes me; and if he had any. 
occaſion 
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occaſion for my aſſiſtance, I would leave all to 
ſerve him ; but as he is already under the pro- 
tection of AsMoDEus, I am not ſuch a fool 
as to meddle with' his perſon. I ſhould have 


no thanks I am ſure, for my labour. 
Friend As TARO TH, cried J, interrupting 


him, I beg you to have done with that author. 


He is a crack-brained fellow, that runs from 


fubject to ſubject: he ſpares neither heaven nor 


carth ; and, as much a devil as you are, you 


would find it difficult to ſecure yourſelf againſt 


ſome ſtrokes of his pen, if he did but hear 
you once mention his name. What a fimple- 
ton art thou! ſays ASTAROTH, and burſt out 
in a laugh. Be ſo good as to inform me, Che- 
valier, what he could have to ſay againſt the 
devil ? Are you unacquainted with our reputa- 
tion in your hemiſphere? All the evil things 
imaginable are ſpoken of us. Beſides, the mar- 
quis we are mentioning, is hand to glove 
with us infernals : we give him his inſpira- 
tions; and of all the inhabitants of the earth 
his is chief in PLUToO's favour, All his fine 
ſentiments againſt the fathers, and the other 
m ſt learned men, which are fo much admired 
in his works, are ſo many ſmall marks of his 
gratitude to ASMODEUS, his protector, and 


embaſſador from our ſovereign to his noble 


perſon. | 

- ASTAROTH was going on: If J had given 
him ever ſo little room, he would have en- 
tered upon a detail that might have laſted, per- 
haps, till this time. He had already begun the 
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hiſtory of the marquis and his heroine, when 


I intreated him to remit his narrative to ano- 
ther opportunity. Friend As r ARO TH, cried 
I again, I beſcech you to let this author alone; 


a day will not be ſufficient for me to hear 
half his adventures in: rather inform me of 


what paſſed in the Seraglio.— Have patience a 


moment, Chevalier, and you ſhall be ſatisfied. 
An affair is juſt now come into my head, 
which is of no ſmall importance. I will not 
be long gone; but I muſt by all means take a 
turn to the city. The inquiſitor is upon the 
point of expiring, and I have not a moment to 
loſe. 

Theſe laſt words were ſcarce out of his 
mouth, but my DEVIL HERMuIT diſappeared 


like a flaſh of lightening. He had not been ; 


abſent however above twonty minutes, before 


he came back capering like a mad creature, 


His joy proceeded, as he informed me, from 
his having learned, that four of his infernal 


| brethren had already ſeized the old monk, and 


were carrying him in triumph down to the 
regions of damnation. The HERMIT was fo 
tranſported at the very news of this prize, that 
for above an hour he was ready to burſt him- 
ſelf with laughter. At laſt, when his rapture 
was 4 little abated, he told me, that, from the 


foundation of the inquiſition till that time, 


they had never miſſed one of thoſe people. As 
I was not at all ſurprized to hear that, I could 
not but wonder at his immoderate joy ; but 


not daring to aſk him any more queſtions 


on 
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on that head, for fear of being peſtered with 
a long recital, which I already knew the ge- 
neral contents of, I choſe rather to let him 
alone to his own extravagancies. This com- 
plaiſance had all the ſucceſs I hoped for. He 


by degrees came quite to hiniſelf, and calmly 


proceeded to rehearſe to me the part he had per- 


formed in the Ottoman court- 


4 1 . ; 
rates i 8 . * g N * 7 


HAF. VI. 


Intrigues in the Grand Signior's Seraglio. 


TA Oubtleſs you are not ignorant, the 
HERMIT began, that the chief of the 
black eunuchs is poſſeſſed of one of the 


principal employ ments of the Ottoman em- 


pire; that he enjoys all the grand Signior's 
confidence, and is reſpected and feared, not 
only in the palace, but in all the ſtates de- 
pendant on the Porte: even the Sultanas take 


the utmoſt pains to engage his good will, per- 


ſuaded that his recommendation is of great 


weight to get them regarded by the Sultan, 
and procure them a ſhare in his favours. As 


this is what they all pant after with the ut- 
moſt impatience, they ſpare neither flatteries 
nor complaiſance, to make a friend of this 
prime miniſter of his pleaſures; who is, in a 
word, the arbiter of the happineſs or miſery of 


1¹ 
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in the palace. He alone governs them, and 
procures them what little liberty they enjoy 
for without him they could have no hope x 
ever ſleeping out of their, apartment. They 
cannot even walk in the garden, unleſs they 
have his leave: when they have the misfor- 
tune therefore to diſpleaſe him, they muſt ſub- 
mit to a ſevere ſlavery, which often plunges 
them in the moſt fatal deſpair.  _ 4 
As your great beauties are uſually very much 
inclined to love, I had room here to exerciſe 
my charity. Very far from putting on a ſe- 
vere and barbarous deportment, I dexterouſly 
inſinuated, that I would do all in my power 
to aſſiſt them in carrying on, and concealing 
their intrigues. Surprized at this change, they 
thought at firſt, that I was endeavouring to 


enſnare them: for before my entrance into 


the ſoul of this man, he treated them all with 
55 rigour and inhumanity. By little and 
f 


ttle, however, they baniſhed all ſuſpicion 


from their hearts. At one time I artfully con- 
veyed to them billet-doux, and carried back 


their anſwers ; at another, I introduced in the 


nignt certain bold young fellows into the gar- 
dens, where I ſecretly brought to each of 
them one of the Sultanas. This behaviour 
to them made me gradually the object of their 
adoration. I was under no apprehenſion of a 
ſurprize, becauſe I could render them invi- 
ſible, or faſcinate the eyes of all overlookers. 


Many Jews, to whom I gave free admiſſion, 


* 


under prteence of coming to ſell their toys, 
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not only obliged the fair priſoners themſelves, 


but procured them other aſſignations. I was 


conſultedon every occaſion, and always ap- 


pointed time and place of rendezvouz. | 
A young Greek of diſtinguiſhed merit, whoſe 
name was ZAIDE, poſſeſſed entirely the Sul- 
tan's heart; but this lady, who was but lately 
come into the ſeraglio, could not bear the 
tranſportsof .his love. She thought of nothirg 
but the loſs of her liberty. About four or hve 
months before, ſhe was taken priſoner by a 
corſair of Algiers, who fold her to a Turkiſh 
Aga. As her beauty was matchleſs, the Aga 
made a preſent of her to the Grand Signior, 
who, at firſt ſight, became deſperately in love 
with the fair ſlave. But in vain did he purſue 


her with preſents and careſſes; ſhe ſeemed in- 


ſenſible to them all. The captivity of the ſe- 
raglio filled her with horror : her religion 
heightened her fear and drove her into a de- 
ſtructive melancholy : her heart at the ſame 
time burned with a violent paſſion, which gave 


her no repoſe, I reſolved to aſſiſt this unhappy 
fair, and reſtore her to her lover, who had 


made a voyage to Conſtantinople, in order to 
redeem her out of ſervitude: I concealed my 


| ſentiments however, and tried every effort to 


gain her confidence, by giving her from time 
to time ſome news of her dear IB8Ranin 


7 was the name of this unhappyyoung man.) 


had an expreſs order from the Sultan to endea- 


vour to gain her affections; but, far from ſerving 


him, Igave her afreightful ideaof hiscapriciousand 


tyrannical 
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tyrannical humour. By theſe means I inſenſibly 


acquired her good-will. But before I proceed 
with this narrative, I muſt give you ſome ac- 


count of an event which made a great deal of 


noiſe all over Europe; I mean the arrival of 
Count BoN N EVAL at the Porte. 

Count BoNNE VAE? ſaid I; I have heard 
much talk of him: he has ſullied his reputa- 
tion, by ſubmitting to be circumciſed. Pub- 
lick fame indeed reports, that the man never 


had any religion; the Mahometan hereſy, there- 


fore, may be the ſame thing to him, as the 
pure doctrine of JESUS CHRIST. You are 
miſinformed, Chevalier, anſwered the hermit. 
Mr de BoxNNEvAL has never abandoned chri- 
ſtianity: that is only a calumny publiſhed by 


his enemies, in order to render him odious. Hear 
me with attention, and you ſhall be convinced 


of what I ſay : I will inform you of certain cir- 
cumſtances, which are unknown to almoſt all 
the world. 
A fortnight after my arrival at the ſeraglio, 
it was publickly ſaid all over Conſtantinople, 
that the Count de BoNNEVAL was come to 
offer his ſervices to the Grand Signior. Tranſ- 
ported with the thought of being acquainted 
with a man of whom fame had publiſhed ſo 
many different things, I waited with impa- 
tience for the Sultan to give him an audience 
But the Porte was in no ſuch great hurry 3 
the policy of that court does not permit it to 
grant favours of that importance, without ma- 


ture deliberation, It was a full month, before 


he 
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termined to give him a private audience; and, 
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he could obtain any admiſſion; they aſſigned 


him, however, in the mean time, a penſion 
fufficient_to ſupport him with credit. 
The Baſhaw of Scio, his particular friend, 


and who ſollicited this audience, had many in- 


terviews with the grand Vizir and the Mufti. 
The point inſiſted on was, that the Count 
ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be circumciſed, to 
make him the more agreeable to the Emperor, 
and procure his favour ; but M. de Bonns- 
VAL conſtantly oppoſed this oppoſition, and 
never would liſten to it with the leaſt counte- 

nance. It is even certain, that he was upon 
the point of leaving the Ottoman court, and 
continuing his journey to Perſia, which obliged 
the Vizir to preſs the grand Segnior to grant 
the ſo much · deſired audience. 

In the different converſations he had with 
the principal efficers of the Porte, the Count 


_ artfully gave them to underſtand, that it was 


dangerous to require ſuch a ſtep from a man of 


honour 3 that whoever is capable of ſacrificing 
his religian to court-favour and intereſt, de- 
ſerves no confidence; and that therefore they 


_ ought to excuſe his reſiſtance on this head, as 
that reſiſtance was a proof that he was inca- 


pable of forfeiting his integrity; that his fide- 


lity to the Ottoman Emperor ſhould not be in- 
ferior to what he had ſhewn to other poten- 


tates, whoſe crying injuſtice towards him, had 
obliged him to abandon their ſervice. 
At laſt, after many delays, his highneſs de- 


in 
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in order te dazle the 2 of the people, it was 


publiſhed all over Conſtantinople, that the 
Count had embraced the Mahometan faitn, 
and ſubmitted to be circumciſed, In the third 
-volume of the Memoirs, which are ſold under 
his name, you may read all the circumſtances 
of this ceremony his diſputes with the I mans 
ſent by the Muf o inſtruct him; his kind of 
_ exile into a remate province, of which he was 


nominated governor ; his retreat into an old 


caſtle ſituate near Calcedon ; all which are 
mere forgeries, the inventions of the honeft 
author, either to give ſome variety to his book, 
or to ſully the Count's reputation. Thoſe who 
know the country he ſpeaks of, will ſee at firſt 
glance, that the writer has given us gratis all 
theſe adventures, and that he was not even ac- 
quainted with the map of the country; for 
the caſtle he makes him inhabit fo long after, 
was demoliſhed in the year 1719. The hiſtory 
of the derviſe is not in the leaſt? more probable. 
Theſe Furkiſh monks never live in the houfes 
of great men; nor is marriage at all prohi- 
| bited among them. The author had made 
this novel much more plauſible, if he had at- 
tributed it to a Santon ; for the Santons never 
marry, and are frequemly received into the 
principal families of the Porte, in the quality 
of almoners: 

The arrival of his three miſtreſſes at Con- 
ſtantinople is not leſs fabulous. The ſame may 


be ſaid of all the inſtructions that he gives to 


the divan. His Engliſh and German ladies 
both 
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both died in the year 1726: and it is certain that 
if he had made thoſe fine diſcourſes before the 
divan, which we ſee in his memoirs, there 
would never have been a word of them known 
out of that aſſembly. Every one there, is o- 
bliged to keep inviolab'y ſecret all that paſſes, 
under the penalty of certain death. As I was 
preſent at all the audiences that were granted 
him, I may be the more depended upon for an 
account of them, than any man living. 
The Grand Signior received him in a gra- 
cious manner, vouchſafed him nis protection, 
and ordered him to examine his troops. Some 
time after he had a commiſſion to diſcipline 
them after the manner of the Europeans, in 
which he ſucceeded perfectly well. He pre- 
vailed on the Grand Vizir to receive all foreig- 
ners, who were {killed in the military art, without 
conſtraining any man to alter his religion. His 
reaſons were well reliſhed ; ſo that he formed a 
body of troops, 20,000 ſtrong, who were able 
to make head againſt the ſame number of any 
nation in Chriſtendom. About three months 
after his arrival at the Porte, an adventure hap- 
pened to him that had like to have been his de- 
ſtruction; out of which, however, he entry 
cated himſelf with great dexterity: 
An Iman, very zealous for his ſect, hoping to 
do a meritorious work, and which would draw 
down on him the dens n of Mahomet, 
determined to lay a ſnare for him, to oblige 
him to embrace the religion of the Ottomans. 
He had a daughter of great beauty, whom he 
| engaged 
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engaged in the project. Every one knows, that 
when a Chriſtian has once had any commerce 
with a Turkiſh woman, he has no other way to 


ſave his life but by turning Mahometan. This 


Iman was one of the two that had been ſent by 
the Mufti. He had ſince that time contracted 


a friendſhip with the Count, and engaged him 


on ſeveral occaſions to come to his own houſe, 


He even gave him admiſſion into his Haram; 
a very particular favour, which is ſeldom 
granted. Roxa (that was the name of the 


Iman's daughter) had orders to diſplay all her 


_ charms before the Count. That lord admired 
and praiſed her beauty; but took not the leaſt 
ſtep that might indicate he had any affection for 


her. This was the utmoſt mortification to her 
father. 

One day, under a pretence of taking a walk, 
ſhe threw herſelf full in his way, attended with 
only one female flave. The Count had no ſuſ- 


picion: he received her with all the politeneſs 


imaginable, and introduced her into his apart- 
ment without the flave. The Iman, well 


acquainted with what his daughter was doing, 


c ume in immediately upon them, as it were to 


pay a viſit; and expreſſing his aſtoniſhment to 


find her alone with the Count, he made a ter- 
rible outery, and aſſured BoNNEVAL that if 


he did not turn Mahometan, and marry his 
daughter, he would ſacrifice him to his ven- 
geance. It was in vain that the Count pro- 
teſted he had not infringed the bounds of decen- 
cy; all his aſſevrations were diſreverded. The 
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both died in the year 1726: and it is certain that 
if he had made thoſe fine diſcourſes before the 
divan, which we ſee in his memoirs, there 
would never have been a word of them known 


out of that aſſembly. Every one there, is o- 
bliged to keep inviolab'y ſecret all that paſſes, 


under the penalty of certain death. As I was 
preſent at all-the audiences that were granted 
bim, I may be the more depended upon for an 
account of them, than any man living. 

The Grand Signior received him in a gra- 


cious manner, vouchſafed him nis protection, 
and ordered him to examine his troops. Some 
time after he had a commiſſion to diſcipline 
them after the manner of the Europeans, in 


which he ſucceeded perfectly well. He pre- 


vailed on the Grand Vizir to receive all foreig- 


Ners, who were {killed inthe military art, without 


conſtraining, any man to alter his religion. His 
reaſons were well reliſhed ; ſo that he formed a 
body of troops, 20,000 ſtrong, who were able 


to make head againſt the ſame number of any 
nation in Chriſtendom. About three months 
after his arrival at the Porte, an adventure hap- 


pened to him that had like to have been his de- 


ſtruction; out of which, however, he eau 
cated himſelf with great dexterity: 

An Iman, very zealous for his ſect, boping to 
do a meritorious work, and which would draw 
down on him the benediftion of Mahomet, 
determined to lay a ſnare for him, to oblige 
him to embrace the religion of the Ottomans. 


He had adanghter of great beauty, whom he 


engaged 
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engaged in the project. Every one knovs, that 
when a Chriſtian has once had any commerce 
with a Turkiſh woman, he has no other way to 
ſave his life but by turning Mahometan. This 
Iman was one of the two that had been ſent by 
the Mufti. He had ſince that time contracted 
a friendſhip with the Count, and engaged him 
on ſeveral occaſions to come to his own houſe, 
He even gave him admiſſion into his Haram ; 
a very particular favour, which is ſeldom 


granted. RoxA (that was the name of the 


Iman's daughter) had orders to diſplay all her 
_ charxhs before the Count. That lord admired 
and praiſed her beauty; but took not the leaſt 
ſtep that might indicate he had any affection for 


her. This was the utmoſt mortification to her 


"father. -- 1 

One day, under a pretence of taking a walk, 
ſhe threw herſelf full in his way, attended with 
only one female flave. The Count had no ſuſ- 


picion: he received her with all the politeneſs 


imaginable, and introduced her into his apart- 
ment without the ſlave. The Iman, well 


acquainted with what his daughter was doing, 


c me in immediately upon them, as it were to 


pay a viſit ; and exprefling his aſtoniſhment to 


fnd her alone with the Count, he made a ter- 
rible outery, and aſſured BoNNEVAL that if 


he did not turn Mahometan, and marry his 
daughter, he would ſacrifice him to his ven- 


geance. It was in vain that the Count pro- 


teſted he had not infringed the bounds of decen- 


cy; all his afſevrations were diſteverded. The 
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Iman carried his complaints to the Muſti. 
As the affair was ſerious, and of great conſe- 
quence, this chief of the mu ſſulman law en- 
deavoured to win over the Count by a thouſand 
promiſes, incaſe he would ſubmit tocircumciſion: 
but finding him invincible, the Turk, orde- 
red him to be arreſted. BoNNEVAL heard of 
this order, and ſuddenly ſecreted himſelf from 
the publick, taking refuge with a Greek that 
was his friend. He wasabove a month concealed 
in the houſe of this Chriſtian. ; 
After many fruitleſs enquiries, theGrand Sig- 
nior, vexed at having loſt a man of merit, or- 
dered a declaration to be publiſned, by which 
he promiſed pardon to the Count, and ſwore 
by his Turban that no inſult ſhould be offered 
him. Immediately the Count appeared again, 
obtained a private audience, and fully juſtified 
his own innocency. Rox A, being ſum- 
moned, was obliged to confeſs the whole truth, 
and that her love for BoxNEVAIL was all her 
crime. In a word, ſhe wrought ſo much on 
the Count by her amorous proteſtations, that 
ſhe engaged him to marry her. The divan, 
in order to puniſh her father, fixed her portion 
at twenty purſes of gold. It was at this time 
that he retired to a fine houſe, near Scutari, 
upon the Boſphorus, and not to an old caſtle, 
as the author of his memoirs has ſafely aſ- 
ſerted. | 
Let us return to ZAlpk, the fair Greek 
| who had captivated the Sultan's heart. This un- 
happy virgin ſuffered the moſt cruel perſecutions, 
not 
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not only from the Grand Signor, but from 


the Sultanas, who, jealous at ſeeing them- 
ſelves ſupplanted by this ſtranger, did all in 
their power to torment her. They left no ar- 
tifice untried, to make her loſe the affection of 
his Ottoman highneſs. They invented the black - 
eſt calumnies to aſperſe her conduct. Theſe 
| ſevere trials ſo impaired her health, that ſhe 
fell into a violent fever, which threatned her 
life. The Sultan was extremely alarmed ; he 
waited on her night and day. In ſpite of all 
the prejudices the Sultan's women had endea- 
voured to fill him with, he appeared ſtill to be 
deſperately in love with ZAl DE: which fo 
irritated the Sultana Valide, that ſhe reſolved 
to poiſon her ; and had affected it but for my 
prevention. I now diſcovered myſelf to the 


fair unhappy Greek, and aſſured her of her li- 


berty as ſoon as her ſtrength was re eſtabliſhed. 
dhe gave credit to my words, and this good 


news abated the violence of her diſtemper. In 
a little time ſhe was able to go through the fa- 


tigues of a long and toilſome voyage : and as I 
had formed a reſolution to quit the ſeraglio, be- 
cauſe one of the Sultan's wives, whom he had 
never touched, proved with child, J executed 
my project without delay. 

I ſent inſtructions to Z AIDE's lover, who 
ſtill continued at Conſtantinople, touching the 
time and manner of carrying off his miſtreſs. 
When all was ready, I conveyed the fair Greek 
into a felucca that waited for her, where IRA- 
HIM received her with inexpreſſible tranſports 
TEE of 
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of joy. Without interruption they paſſed the 
Dardinel caftles, and arrived at Smyrna without 
the leaſt accident; and from thence embarked 
for Venice. 

ZAIDE's elopement having driven the Grand 
Signor almoſt to deſpair, he formed a deſign 
of putting part of the women, and all the 
black eunuchs, to the examination. At that 
very time the tidings w2s brought him of the 
infidelity of the pregnant Sultana. No longer 


did he defer his reſentment, but that inſtant. 


ordered thirty of his wives to be ſewed up in 
leathern bags, and thrown headlong into the 
canal. The chief eunuch, and twenty of his 
inferi01*. were beheaded. As for me when !] 
ſaw my 1.Jividual loaded with irons, IT made 
my eſcape out of his body, and paſſed over into 
Italy, where wandring through this deſart, I 
law an old hermit at the point of death. Loth 
to loſe ſo fair an opportunity, he had no ſooner 


breathed his laſt, but I put on his habit, and 


took poſſeſſion of his hermitage. 

Such have been my adventures, Sir, down to 
this time, I will finiſh my narrative with tho 
hiſtory of ZARA. You will not, I believe. 


be ſorry to hear the misfortunes of that beauti- 
ſul Greek. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 
The Hiftory of ZAR A, and JULIAN 


CORNARO. 


HE family of CoxnaRo has ever been 
- greatly diſtinguiſhed among the Venetian 
nobility. It has not only given many doges to 


the republick, but alſo brave commanders, and 
the moſt conſummate politicians. Of latter 
years indeed, ſince it has been greatly multi- 


plied, there have iſſued from it ſome branches, 


that have found themſelves in a very middling 
ſituation : ſo that JuLIAN CoRN ARO, de- 


ſcended from one of theſe branches, was much 


more eſtimable for his merit than for his riches. 
To a very advantageous figure, he added a 
mind extremely well cultivated. As ſtudy had 
been always his chief occupation, he arrived to 
a degree of ſcience that made him admired by 
all his fellow citizens, 

An inclination to travel, ſo natural to a young 
man, having got poſſeſſion of his ſoul, he had 
leave from his parents to paſs into Dalmatia, 
to an uncle of his that was there governor. Al- 


ready for three weeks had he enjoyed the ſweet- 
neſs of that happy climate, when going one 


day a hunting, he heard the moſt piercing cries, 


which iſſued from a wood, ſituate on the bor- 


ders of the ſea. As he was accompanied by one 
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of his friends, and ſome domeſticks, he ſet ſpurs 
to his horſe, and rode full ſpeed that way ; 


Where he perceived four Turks dragging three 


women towards the ſea fide. He preſently ap- 
prehended them to be corſairs, who had made 
a deſcent on the coaſt. He attacked them 
ſmartly, and killed two of them on the ſpot : 

the other two in a fright quitted their prey,and 


ſaved themſelves by ſwimming behind a rock, 


where they had hid their brigantine. 

One of the women being fallen into a fit, 
CoRnaARo diſmounted to aſſiſt her. Scarce 
had he beheld her charms but he was dazzled 
with them, and to ſee and to love her were with 


him the ſame thing. ZARA, recovered from 


her ſwoon, and ſurprized at this happy deli- 
verance, teſtified her grateful acknowledgment 


in ſuch lively expreſſions, that he might eaſily 
perceive her wit to be equal te her beauty. He 


offered to accompany her home. She lived in 
a handſome country houſe, fituate on the de- 
clivity of a hill, about a mile from the ſhore. 

The fair Greek having related to her father 
the danger ſhe had been in, and the generous 
aſſiſtance CoRN ARO had lent her, the vene- 
rable old man, who knew him, returned him 
thanks proportioned to the ſervice he had ren- 
dered his daughter; and as he was exceſſively 
rich, he offered to make him a preſent worthy 


his quality. But CoRNnaRo refuſed to accept 
it: The only thing I aſk of you, ſaid he, is 
to rank me in the number of your friends, and 


permit me now and then to come and enjoy 
your 
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your charming ſolitude. This was granted him, 
with tokens of the moſt ſenſible acknowledg- 
ment. 
CoRNARo went home, his mind full of the 
idea of the lovely Z ARA. 

The fair Greek, on her ſide, had not been 
inſenſible of the young nobleman's merit. 


This firſt interview, in reality, united their 


hearts by an indiſſoluble bond. Five or ſix days 


after this adventure, the noble Venetian, under 
pretence of hunting, went to pay a viſit to his 


Grecian fricnd : but perceiving ZARA walk- 
ing alone in a grove of orange trees, contiguous 
to the houſe, he flew to meet her ; and as the 


opportunity ſeemed to be favourable, declared 


for her. ZARA, far from diſſembling, or 
ſeeming angry at what he ſaid, frankly confeſ- 
ſed that ſhe felt the ſame inclination for him : 
But, adds ſhe, what will be the reſult of this 
reciprocal paſſion ? You belong to one of the 
moſt conſiderable families of the repub- 
your parents will never conſent to 
a marriage ſo diſproportionate. Inform my fa- 
ther of your deſign, and perhaps you may to- 
gether find ſome expedient to remove thoſe dit- 
ficulties I foreſee. I cannot, however, flatter 
myſelf with the hopes of our ever being happy, 
and this thought gives me the utmoſt uneaſineſs. 
Seduced by your merit, and your high birth, I 


could not guard my heart from the ſhafts of love; 
and as J am incapable of diſſimulation, I have 
thought that ſuch a confeſſion would do me no 
harm in your opinion. 


Great and generous 
H 2 ſouls 


After ſome hours of converſation, 
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ſouls do not place the wiſdom of our ſex in 
thoſe mean ſubterfuges, by which no lover,that 
has the leaſt knowledge of the world, can ever 
be duped. Beſides, the cuſtom of our country, 
and the maxims we always proceed on, give a 
ſanction to the ſtep I have now taken. I know 
you are too honeſt a man to make an ill uſe 
of my ſincerity: I love you tis true, and per- 
ceive plainly that without you TI can never be 
happy ; but I know at the ſame time what is 
due to my reputation, which I will never 
ſully by an unguarded meafure.—CoRNnaARo, 
raviſhed with theſe ſentiments of the lovely 
ZARA, ſwore to her an eternal friendſhip, and 
promiſed, with the moſt ſolemn oaths, that he 
would never abuſe the confidence ſhe had re- 

This converſation would have continued lon- 
ger, if the father informed, that ſignior Co R- 


N ARO was With his . e had not come 


and interrupted them. Overjoyed at the ſight 
of his child's deliverer, he loaded him with 
civilities. CoRNARO laid hold of this favou- 


rable moment, to propoſe to him the marriage, 
My happineſs, ſays the venerable old man, 


would be compleat, if I could flatter myſelf 
with the hopes of having a ſon-in-law of your 
rank and merit. But what you aim at, Sir, 
would be attended with great difficulties. I am 
rich *tis true; my family is antient, and with- 
out blemiſh : but at the ſame time you know 


that the Venetian nobility have the utmoſt con- 


tempt 
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tempt for our nation, which they hold, as one may 
call it, in a ſort of ſlavery. All that I can do for 
you, is to give my daughter a conſiderable for- 


tune. Endeavour therefore to prevaii on your 
parents to conſent to this marriage; and be aſ- 
ſured that on the celebration of it, you ſhall re- 


ceive a hundred thouſand ſequins from me. A- 
bove all, try every effort to bring over your 
uncle to your inter-ſts. He knows me perfectly 
well, and I am perſuaded that if he enters in- 


to this project, you will certainly ſucceed. 


Jutzian CoRnaRo, being returned to 
the governor, informed him of his adventure 


with the beautiful ZARA, and his deſign to 
_ her. His uncle, after having maturcly 
_ refle 


ed upon the advantages that would reſult 
to his nephew from this alliancc, adviſed him 


to proceed to Venice, in order to induce his 
parents to give their conſent to it, He gave 


him all the inſtructions he thought requiſite, 


and wrote letters to his father on the occaſion. 


CoRNARO, having informed his miſtreſs and 
his future father-in-Jaw of the governor's good 
diſpoſitions, ſet out for Venice. His parents after 
many conſultations, conſented to the marriage, 
upon condition that it ſhould be celebrated pri- 


vately, and that the fair ZARA ſhould continue 


fome years in Dalmatia, without uſing the 
name of CoRNARO till the nuptials had been 
publiſhed and approved by the republick. Our 
lover communicated to his miſtreſs, by letter, 
the reſtrictions he was laid under by his parents 
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and found her willing to acquieſce in them all, 
as ſhe was perſuaded the family had too much 
honour to deceive her. No ſooner had Ju- 
LIAN received her conſent, but he departed - 
from Venice to complete his felicity : but how 
great was his diſtraction, upon his arrival in 
Dalmatia, when he was informed that an Al- 
gerine rover had carried her away a week be- l 
fore. | . 
Coming to her father's houſe, to hear the de- . 
tail of this melancholy affair, he found the good 
old man inconſolable for the loſs of his daugh- 
ter, and ready to give up the ghoſt. Touched 
with the moſt ſenſible grief, CoRNARO did 
all in his power to give him comfort, and aſ- 
ſured him that he would either loſe his life, or 
bring back the fair ZARA. And as the mo- | 
ments were precious, he with all expedition |: 
fitted out a felucca well armed, and failed in : 
purſuit of the pyrate 3 but could get no news 
of him till he came Algiers, where they 
both arrived the ſame day. Here the maſter 
having informed him that ZARA was ſold to 
an Aga, for the Grand Seignior's ſeraglio, he 
immediately ſet ſail for Conſtantinople. The 
pyrate, obſerving the matchleſs beauty of his 
fair captive, was afraid to carry her to Algiers, 
for fear the dey ſhould deprive him of his lovely 
prize. He put in at Modon therefore, and 
offered her to the governor of that city. This 
aga was one of his friends, and accepted her with 
the more pleaſure, as he ſtood in need of apro- 
tectreſe in the ſeraglio. Nor did he only re- 
A ceive 


3 6 


„„ V 


1 


tei ve her with great joy, but from the firſt day 
treated her more like a queen than a ſlave. 

The fair Greek, emboldened by theſe extra- 
ordinary tokens of reſpect, refolved to open 
herſelf freely to a man who had the appearance 
of ſo much generoſity. She was unacquainted 
with his deſign ; and having one day demanded 


a private audience, ſhe ſpoke to him in the 
following terms : ZELIM, your kind behaviour 


to me gives me hope that you will not be in- 
ſenſible to my misfortunes. I am able to pay 
you a large ranſom : do but reſtore me to my 
father, and be aſſured that this generoſity will 
ſurpaſs your expectation. My captivity will 


be the occaſion of his death; and you have it 


in your power to do an act of charity, that 
will render your name illuſtrious throughout 


_ a] Chriſtendom. 


Madam, replied the aga, I make no doubt 


of the truth of your promiſes; but it is entirely 


out of my power to do as I could wiſh : I have 
writ to the Porte, and you are deſigned for the 
ſeraglio of his ſublime highneſs. Ah Z ELIN ! 
cried the unfortunate Zara, what have I 
done to you, that you ſhould condemn me to 
ſuch a ſevere ſlavery ? No, cruel man, if that 


be your intention, my death, ſhall deliver me 
from ſo great an evil. Since there is no more 


hope for me, the ſword or pcifon ſhall ſoon 
terminate my miſerable life. — With that, in 
all inftant, ſhe ſnatched the aga's poinard, 
and plunged it into her breaſt. 

2 ELIM,. ſurprized at this action, was in the 


- ut- 
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utmoſt confuſion : the ſuſpenſion of his ſenſes 
made him incapable of flying to her relief ; and 


in vain he opened his mouth to call for aſ- 


ſiſtance. At laſt reflecting, that after this ſhe 
might poſſible recover, he ran to the apartment 
of his women; who percciving his diſorder, came 
with him to the fair captive's relief. They 
bound up her wound to ſtop the effuſion of 
blood, and ſent for an able ſurgeon to examine 
it, who ſoon perceived it was not mortal. 
The weapon had glanced beſide all the noble 
parts, and only paſied through the fleſh, But 
as it was foreſcen that this untuppy creature 
might take off the dreſſing, they tied down her 
hands by way of prevention. 
As ſoon as they ſaw ſhe was out of danger, 
the aga put her on board for Conſtantinople. 
Cox x ARo had already been there a fortnight ; 
and as, notwithſtanding all his enquires, he 
heard no news of hismiſtreſs, he began to think 
the corſair had deceived him, and was accord- 
ingly prepared to leave the city, when J inform- 
ed him of her arrival. This tender lover was 
ſo raviſhed with the hope that I gave him of 
releaſing her out of the ſeraglio, that he offered 
to make me a preſent of all he had in the 
world; but I would accept only a ring of pret- 
ty conſiderable value; and to ſatisfy him of my 
Wert I aſſured him, that when he received 
that ring again, he might get ready a felucca in 
a certain place that I mentioned, and I would 
deliver him his fair Greek. You have heard 
in what manner it was done. $A 
| X | Here 
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Here ASTAROTH finiſhed his relation. I 


took my leave of him, after having defire@ 


the continuation of his friendſhip; and he af- 
ſured me that when I had any occaſion for his 


. aſſiſtance, I might find him as uſual in his ca- 


* 


THE 


* 
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BY e 
DEVILHERMIT: 
OR, RS: 
ADVEN TURES | [= 


ASTAROTH| F 
Baniſhed from Hell. 
The THIRD BOOK. 


CHAP: L 
he Chevalier treats ASTAROTH ill, and 
for what Reaſon. 


I had been now ſix months under the yoke of 
HYMEN, when I began to perceive that 

my ſpouſe had no longer the ſame tenderneſs 
for me as at firſt. An affected devotion, more 
than commonly ſtrong, made me ſuſpect ſome 
intrigue. 1 watched her narrowly for ſome 
time; 
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time: but all my attention, all my enquiries, 
ended only in this; to let me ſee that the in- 
trigues of a ſpiritual coquet are impenetrable 
to the moſt jealous and quick- ſighted huſband. 
I love her, and my love is now degenerated 
into jealouſy. That fatal paſſion deprived me 
of all repoſe. The uncertainty of my ſuſpicions, 
added ſtill to my torments. I could not with- 
ſtand a violent curioſity of knowing the whole 
fecret of her conduct; and reſolved at laſt to 
get this myſtery cleared up by my faithful As- 


Being arrived in the uſualplace of our ren- 
dezvous, I was vaſtly ſurprized at my entrance- 
to ſee his hermit's habit torn in pieces, and 
fcattered all over the cave. The firſt idea that 
this ſpectacle gave me, was, that my ſubaltern 


Devir had been again diſcovered by ſome of 


the infernal lords, who had confequently car- 
ried him away priſoner. I was confirmed in 


this opinion, when after I had evoked him ſe- 


veral times, he did not appear. Truly ſenſi- 
ble, as I was, of the loſs of ſo valuable a friend, 
T had already bewailed him with teats, and 
was going to quit the cave, when I was hin- 
dered by the coming in of a very venerable 
perſonage. Form to yourſelf the idea of one 
of your courtly abbe's, who 1s naturally a 
pretty ſellow, and now well ſet off, after ſome 
hours ſpent at his toilette: add to the figure of 


this 
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this, ADoNIs a red “ calot and a + camail of 
crimfon velvet ; in all this you have ſome re- 
ſemblance of the reverend perſon whoſe un- 
expected approach made me fall back three 
aces. | 

Vet who ſhould it be at laſt, but AsTA- 

ROTH himſelf ? My ſurprize threw him into 
ſuch a fit of laughter, that I ſoon knew him for 
my old acquaintance. May it pleaſe your emi- 
nence, I cried out, to inform me what is become 
of your monkiſh humility ?---What is the man 
thinking of? he anſwers. Do you imagine 
humility to be a virtue known among monks ? 
Is it not ſufficient that theytake the pains ſome- 
times to preach it, without fatiguing them - 
ſelves about the practice? They harangue you 
from the pulpit: it is their intereſt, and con- 
ſequently their duty ſo to do. It is yours to 
humble yourſelves at their feet, to open your 
purſes, to confide in them as in people who 
have all power in heaven and on earth, and 
even in our empire. - Very good, ſaid I, this 
doctrine is ſtill more admirable than it is new. 
Vour eminence ſeems perfectly well to under- 
ſtand your buſineſs. But may one dare to aſk 
you by what means you have riſen to the dig- 
nity of a cardinal ?—By the moft merry means 
ſaid he, in the world. Upon the faith of a de- 
vil, the ſubje& is worthy of your curioſity ; 
and I will give you the contents of it ina few 

N words. 


A Cardinals Cap. + A Biſhop's Robe. 


ſaying what was true, though ſhe neither knew 
nor 


The Devil Hermit. 169 


words. Have you never heard talk of prince. 
ForxTUNATUsS, who, without any merit, 
has found the ſecret of winning his maſter's 
heart, ſo that the pontiff now does nothing but 
by his direction? This wretch of a miniſter, 
though already well ftricken in years, took it 
in his head to fall in love with a a courtezan, 
whoſe beauty made great noife. Her name 


was Donna STRETTA, She had all thoſe 
graces from nature, which are the ufual or- 
naments of her ſex ; and the character of her 


mind was not leſs admirable than the charms 
of her perſon. Never did courtezan ſhow her- 
ſelf ſo diſintereſted as DONNA STRETTA : 


her heart muſt be inclined to the man before 


he received any of her favours; and neither 
gold nor diamonds could make the leaſt im- 
preſſion on her, unleſs ſhe liked the perſon who 
preſented them. Prince FoRTUNATUS, 
whoſe immenſe riches were his only merit, 
could have here little hope, and he muſt have 
died with grief but for my aſſiſtance. The 
poor prince, who grew the more enamoured, 
the more he was repulſed, was at his wits end, 
when I arrived at Rome in the habit of a ſim- 
ple eccleſiaſtic. My figure and the ſprightli- 


neſs of my wit, contributed equally to make 


me taken notice of by Donna STRETTA, 


We ſoon became well acquainted, and I gave 
her fo much ſatisfaction, that ſhe voluntaril 


quitted alt ber amours, to admit only me. The 
pretty creature diverted me now and then with 
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this, ADoNIs a red * calot and a + camail of 


crimfon velvet; in all this you have ſome re- 

ſemblance of the reverend perſon whoſe un- 

expected approach made me fall back three 
aces. 

Vet who ſhould it be at laſt, but As T A- 
ROTH himſelf ? My ſurprize threw him into 
ſuch a fit of laughter, that I ſoon knew him for 
my old acquaintance. May it pleaſe your emi- 


nence, I cried out, to inform me what is become 


of your monkiſh humility ?- What is the man 
thinking of ? he anſwers. Do you imagine 
humility to be a virtue known among monks ? 
Is it not ſufficient that theytake the pains ſome- 
times to preach it, without fatiguing them- 
ſclves about the practice? They harangue you 


from the pulpit : it is their intereſt, and con- 


ſequently their duty ſo to do. It is yours to 


humble yourſelves at their feet, to open your 


purſes, to confide in them as in people who 
have all power in heaven and on earth, and 
even in our empire.---Very good, ſaid I, this 
doctrine is ſtil] more admirable than it is new. 
Your eminence ſeems perfectly well to under- 


ſtand your buſineſs. But may one dare to aſk 
you by what means you have riſen to the dig- 


nity of a cardinal? —By the moſt merry means 
faid he, in the world. Upon the faith of a de- 
vil, the ſubject is worthy of your curioſity ; 

and I will give you the contents of it ina few 
words. 


»A Cardinal's Cap. + A Biſhop's Robe. 
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words. Have you never heard talk of prince. 
ForxTUNATUS, who, without any merit, 
has found the ſecret of winning his maſter's 
heart, ſo that the pontiff now does nothing but 
by his direction? This wretch of a miniſter, 
though already well ſtricken in years, took it 
in his head to fall in love with a. a courtezan, 
whoſe beauty made great noife. Her name 
was DONNA STRETTA, She had all thoſe 


graces from nature, which are the ufual or- 


naments of her ſex ; and the character of her 
mind was not leſs admirable than the charms 
of her perſon. Never did courtezan ſhow her- 
ſelf ſo diſintereſted as DoN NA STRETTA : 


her heart muſt be inclined to the man before 


he received any of her favours; and neither 
gold nor diamonds could make the leaſt im- 
preſſion on her, unleſs ſhe liked the perfon who 
preſented them. Prince FoRTUNATUS, 
whoſe immenſe riches were his only merit, 
could have here little hope, and he muſt have 


died with grief but for my aſſiſtance. The 


poor prince, who grew the more enamoured, 
the more he was repulſed, was at his wits end, 
when J arrived at Rome in the habit of a ſim- 
ple eccleſiaſtic. My figure and the ſprightli- 
neſs of my wit, contributed equally to make 
me taken notice of by Donna STRETTA, 


We ſoon became well acquainted, and I gave 


her ſo much ſatisfaction, that ſhe voluntarily 
quitted alt ber amours, to admit only me. The 


pretty creature diverted me now and then with 


ſaying what was true, though ſhe neither knew 


nor 
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nor believed it to be ſo when ſhe ſpoke. ' Cer- 
tainly, ſhe would often cry, you are no man ! 


Never had mortal ſo much ſtrength and vigour! 


You are either a devil or an angel! —This al- 


ternative would make me burſt out in a laugh. 


I am apt to think I ſhould have lived for ever 
with this amiable fair, if my duty had not 
prevailed over my inclination: but there was 
a work to be done, which would be meri- 
torious at the infernal court. What his holi- 
neſs was with regard to his favourite For- 


 TUNATUs, DONNA STRETTA was to me. 


I pretended an ambition to become a cardinal, 
and made uſe of this pretence to her, to in- 
duce her to make the old miniſter happy. The 
ſtratagem had its effect: I obtained the hat, 
and was loaded with honours and riches ; after 
which prince FORTUNATUs arrived at the 
ſummit of his deſire. Juſt in this manner, my 


dear chevalier, go all the affairs of human life. 


Intrigue and vice are the ſprings by which we 
move mankind, and by the practice of which 
we enable them to arrive at honours that all 
lead directly to, and terminate at laſt in a place 
in our empire. VVV. 
Iagreewich you, ſaidl, that the Mercurialſcheme 
has produced many men of note, who had ever 
continued in deep oblivion, without this effica- 
cious means of advancing themſelves. But my 
Lord, if I am allowed the liberty to ſpeak free- 
ly to your eminence, as I did to the good her- 
mit, 1 cannot help owning to you the repug- 
nance I ſhould have to the uſe of any ſuch 
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means, in order to obtain the favours of for- 
tune. Think better of the matter, Chevalier, 
reply'd As TARO TH] this is a track that has 
been beaten by more than one of my brethren; 
it is a well known way to dignity. Look over all 
the moſt ſhining claſſes of mankind; gentle- 
men of the fword, and gentlemen of the law; 
even men of letters, whoſe names are enrolled 
in the liſt of your academies, where none ſhould 
be admitted but perſons of diſtinguiſhed merit; 
you will find in them all ſome who have ac- 
quired the honours they enjoy, by the very 
ſame means I have mentioned. As for your 
part, chevalier, kow long have you been grown 
ſo delicate? Why did you not make this re- 
monſtrance before I introduced you to Donna 
'THERESA ? . | 
Alas! I ſaid, that I had done ſo in fact. You 

rendered me happy, it is true inbeing propitious 
to my deſires: but that happineſs is paſſed away 
like a dream. I am now the moſt unfortunate 
of all mortals. What ails you now, chevalier ? 
faid ASTAROTH with an air of irony, Are 
you no longer pleaſed with DoNNATRHERESA? 
ell, if that be the caſe, you mult e'en leave 
her, and marry another. I have a long while, 
you know, reſerved for you a rich heireſs. The 
poor girl languiſhes away life, and IT dare not 
promiſe to give her to you ſuch as you would 
with to have her, if you make her ſtay ever 
ſo little longer. May ſhe and all her fex, 
ſaid T in the anguiſh of my heart, be for ever 
curſed ! Women are all fickle, and incapable 
of 


. 
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nor believed it to be ſo when ſhe ſpoke. Cer- 
tainly, ſhe would often cry, you are no man 
Never had mortal ſo much ſtrength and vigour! 
You are either a devil or an angel ! —This al- 
ternative would make me burſt out in a laugh. 
I am apt to think I ſhould have lived for ever 
with this amiable fair, if my duty had not 
prevailed over my inclination : but there was 
a work to be done, which would be meri- 
torious at the infernal court. What his holi- 
neſs was with regard to his favourite For- 
TUNATUs, DoNNA STRETTA was to me. 
I pretended an ambition to become a cardinal, 
and made uſe of this pretence to her, to in- 
duce her to make the old miniſter happy. The 
ſtratagem had its effect: I obtained the hat, 
and was loaded with honours and riches ; after 
which prince FORTUNATUsS arrived at the 
ſummit of his deſire. Juſt in this manner, my 
dear chevalier, go all the affairs of human life. 
Intrigue and vice are the ſprings by which we 
move mankind, and by the practice of which 
we enable them to arrive at honours that all 
lead directly to, and terminate at laſt in a place 
J . + #2: 1 
I agreewich you, ſaidl, that the Mercurialſcheme 
has produced many men of note, who had ever 
continued in deep oblivion, without this effica- 
cious means of advancing themſelves. But my 
Lord, if J am allowed the liberty to ſpeak free- 
1y to your eminence, as I did to the good her- 
mit, I cannot help 1 17 to you the repug- 
nance I ſhould have to the uſe of any ſuch 
ws | | means, 
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means, in order to obtain the favours of for- 


tune. Think better of the matter, Chevalier, 


reply'd As ARO TH; this is a track that has 
been beaten by more than one of my brethren; 
it is a well known way to dignity. Look over all 


the moſt ſhining clafles of mankind ; gentle- 


men of the ſword, and gentlemen of the law; 
even men of letters, whoſe names are enrolled 
in the liſt of your academies, where none ſhould 
be admitted but perſons of diſtinguiſhed merit; 
you will find in them all ſome who have ac- 
quired the honours they enjoy, by the very 
ſame means I have mentioned. As for your 
part, chevalier, kow long have you been grown 
ſo delicate? Why did you not make this re- 
monſtrance before I introduced you to Donna 
r Bi | 
Alas! I faid, that I had done ſo in fact. You 
rendered me happy, it is true inbeing propitious 
to my deſires: but that happineſs is paſſed away 
like a dream. I am now the moſt unfortunate 
of all mortals. What ails you now, chevalier ? 
faid ASTAROTH with an air of irony, Are 
ou no longer pleaſed with DoNNATRHERESAF 
Wen, it that be the caſe, you mult e'en leave 
her, and marry another. I have a long while, 
you know, reſerved for you a rich heireſs. The 
poor girl languiſhes away life, and J dare not 


promiſe to give her to you ſuch as you would 


wiſh to have her, if you make her ſtay ever 
ſo little longer. May ſhe and all her-fex, 
ſaid I in the anguiſh of my heart, be for ever 
curſed ! Women are all fickle, and incapable 
, k 
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of conſtancy. For my own part, I have re- 


ſolved to quit mine, aud never to think of ano- 
ther while I live. Ah, my lord ! would your 


eminence have thought that a perſon who has 


virtue painted in her countenance ; that a per- 
ſon, I ſay, who has ſweetneſs enough to charm 
the moſt inſenſible man; in a word, that 
Donna TAERESA could be capable of in- 
fidelity ? —Softly, ſoftly, Sir, replied As A- 
ROTH with his uſual tone of raillery, ought 
you not to have expected this misfortune ? Can 


a Frenchman be ſo affected with ſuch trifles 


as theſe? 54s | 
How, is that, As r ARO TH do you call by the 


name of trifles the infidelites of a wife to her 


huſband? What a diabolical manner of think- 
ing ! Men are very much of another opinion; 
at leaſt, for my own ſhare, I muſt confeſs that 
the apprehenſion of this misfortune torments me 
to the ſoul. My wife is for ever beſet by a 
certain eccleſiaſtic, who comes to viſit her 
with impunity, and I dare not fay him nay. The 
perfidious womanſeems to have ſomewhat more 
for him than mere refpect. For any thing that I 
know, my dear ASTAROTH, 7 am already 
become a member of that famous ſociety, 
which makes more noiſe in the world than 
the free maſons. 9 
For any thing that you know ſaid he; why 
fir, do you doubt it? What right, I beſeech 
you, have you to be exempt from it? Have 
you not married a pretty woman, very rich, 


and poſſeſſed of charms to engage every eye, 
25 and 
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and captivate every heart. And did you think 
then, that ſo many perfections were for you 
alone ? Be informed, Sir, that a young lady of 
Donna THEREsA's temper and conſtitu- 
tion is deſtined 'to give love and to receive it. 
As I have withheld nothing hitherto from you, 
I dare truſt you with the ſecret, that it was 
I myſelf who inſpired her with a paſſion for the 
grand inquiſitor. Your abſence makes their mo- 
ments now happy, and their mutual felicity 
at this inſtant engages them both to wiſh you 
may never return. | 5 | 


At the end of this jovial narrative, I, more 


terrified than a man who ſhould actually feel 
Horns ſprouting out of his head, fell into a 
fit of rage that had been fatal to his diabolical 
eminence, if the ſoul of this evil ſpirit had not 
been ſecure againſt all my thruſts. In vain I 
endeavoured, time after time, to run my fword 
through his body, and was regretting my im- 


prudence in breaking the bottle of holy water, 


when it came to my mind that I had about 
me a ſcapulary, which I accepted out of com- 
plaiſance from a nun that I uſed now and then 
to viſit. The apprehenſion that my Devir 
would make his eſcape, induced me at firſt to 
diſſemble: but the idea of my faithleſs fair 
returning, I clapped the piece of ſanctified cloth 
upon his face at once. It did wonders there : 
ASTARGTH fell flat on the ground, and ut- 


tered moſt horrible cries. For my part, in- 


ſenſible of his pain, I made uſe of my advan- 
tage to encreaſe his torments, and wrapped. it 


fa 
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ſo faſt about him, that he had no power to 


help himſelf. Mercy! good chevalier, he cried | by 
aloud. No quarter, anſwered T; I am inex- 1 
orable on that head. What ! have the impu- N fa 
_ dence to ſeduce my wife: Thou wretch, the F 
moſt horrible torments are not ſufficient to : th 
expricate thy crime. Is it thus that thou pre- 1 
ſerveſt that fidelity which thou had promiſed He” 
me ?—Cruel man as thou art! replied As r A- n=” 
RoTH, howling in the moſt frightful man- 1 
ner: ſuffer thyſelf to be prevailed on, and at TH” 
leaſt do me the favour to hear me, before ten ttz 
inflicteſt on my body a puniſhment ſo inhu- 1 | 
—_— e 09 5 | nit 
His prayers, far from moving me, did but 3 
contribute to animate my fury the more. A it 
jealous perſon is ever capable of liſtening to ne 
reaſon, or ſuffering his heart to relent. The i. 
torments of As TARO TH ſeemed to alleviate i S 
my own pains ; and I continued them without 4 
relaxation, till at laſt, quite fatigued, I gave th 
way to a ſhort ſlumber ; which the thought of 1 
my misfortunes, however, ſoon baniſhed from 1 
my eyes. By good luck the ſcapulary held my I p 
DE II all this while, as if he had been nailed 1 
to the bottom of the cave. I was tranſported 3 


to ſee him again, and renewed his chaſtiſement 
afreſh, till the want of ſtrength obliged me to 
ſuſpend my anger. I was now obliged to hear 
him. He endeavoured at firſt to make con- 
ditions with me, and inſiſted upon being ſet 
at liberty, by my taking off the ſcapulary while 
he told his ſtory ; but I knew my gentleman 
3 | too 
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too well to truſt him, and I would only con- 
ſent to looſen it a little, and hold it all the 
while by the ſtrings, that I might make it 
ſlacker or tighter as | ſaw occafion. 

What a pleaſant ſight muſt it then have been 
to have ſeen a poor weak mortal lead in his 
band one of the moſt malignant and cunningde- 
vils in all hell, and that by a feeble piece of fer- 
ret of about half an inch broad; at the end 
of which was a ſmall bit of cloth cut ſquare, 

and worked with a croſs ! Shew me the heretic 
that would not have retracted at the ſight of ſuch 
a phenomenon as this! But that excommu- 
nication, which is ſo juſtly thundered againſt 
them, has ſhut their eyes both bodily and ſpi- 
ritual. A great divine told me, that they would 
never comprehend even ſuch a miracle as this, 
and that it was neceſſary to give them up to 
their obſtinate incredulity. This good man de- 
clared very ſeriouſly, that he had no opinion of 
thoſe people who made uſe, of their reaſon. 
It had been herefy not to believe him upon his 
ipſe dixit : I had more wit therefore than to diſ- 
pute the matter with him, though I then knew 
the following hiſtory, which deſerves to be the 

ſubject of a new chapter. - 
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CHAP. II. 


Thevirtues of the Scapulary: Or, the Hiſtory 
of Father CasIMiRE, a bare-footed 
Carmelite. The Deliverance of AST a- 
ROTH, who diſenchants the Chevalier, 
and lets him ſee his Miſtreſs in all ber de- 
formity. SER ns 


\HERE is a certain city on the Maeſe, 
formerly prety famous on account of its 
ſituation, and for a very ſtrong caſtle that de · 
fended it. Wonders were here wrought by a 


bare-footed carmelite, by virtue of a ſcapulary, 


upon which was embroidered a ſort of medal, 
that he had brought from Rome, and which he 


aſſured the people had been bleſſed by the ſuc 


ceſſor of the greateſt of all the apoſtles. Father 
CaASIMIRE, that was the name of our pious 
miracle-monger, was a fellow \ nat ſcarce had 
his equal; large of ſtature,, ſtrong, crafty ; 
and whoſe wanton eyes, added to his martial air, 
plainly indicated that he was not always em- 


ployed in repeating his roſary. This hypocrite 


in grain had found the gordian knot of a moſt 
refined courſe of leachery. Not a tender young 
virgin, not a pretty wife, who did not fall into 
his ſnares. There was an emulation of piety 


among all the fair ſex, which exceeded any 


thing that ever was known; and every woman 


Was 
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was eager to have Father CASIMIKE for 
her director. This wolf in ſheep's clothing had 
inſinuated to the ſtupid populace, in the cit 
and circumjacent places, that the medal which 
had been bleſſed by the ſovereign pontiff, and 
which was faſtened to the ſcapulary, hada won- 
derful ſpecifick power in affairs of propagation; 
that it gave fertility to wives, and to maids ſuch 
charms, as made them capable to captivate the 
hearts of thoſe young fellows they wiſhed to 
marry. Never was bookſeller more credulousin 
his favourite author, than the fair ſex were in 
him: never did mountebank find a noſtrum 
that produced ſo many effects as our medal, 
which was emphatically ſirnamed the eighth 
wonder of the word, HE: 
Imagine then, that the fair, enchanted 
by the numberleſs virtues of this medal came 
in droves to good father CASMIRE, 
There, theſe amiable creatures fell down devout- 
ly on their knees to kiſs the precious relick, 
which hung two or three inches below hisgirdle. 
This act of adoration, aſſiſted by a certain eſ- 
ſence that the father had taken care to get im- 
bibed in the ſcapulary, ſs tended to heat their 
imagination, that they all went home highl 
ſatisfied. In a little time a ſpirit of enthuſiaſm 
took poſſeſſion of all their minds, and nothing 
was talked of among the ſex, but the wonder- 
ful things which the monk every day perform- 
ed by virtue of his medal. Here a credulous 
Huſband was poſting to the monaſtery with his 


preſent, and to render thanks to the venerable 


monk 
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monk for having procured him an heir, of 
which he thought himſelf the father : there a 
tender mother, ſenſible of the advantages her 


child had received, inceſſantly ſang the praiſes 


of this divine treaſure, to whom ſhe fanſied 
"herſelf indebted for ſome booby ſon-in-law, 


who had married her daughter, nutwitſtand- 


ing her uglineſs and ill conduct. But as there 
are no roſes without thorns, one may in like 


manner ſay, that there is no felicity exempt 
from troubles. The good father Cas1- 


MIR E was not long before he felt the effects 


of this woful truth. The devil, who never 
fleeps, inſpired him with a certain temerity that 
made him deſpiſe all precaution. The chro- 
nicle of ſcandal was not more favourable, than 
the father was careful; and report, in a little 
time, began to open the eyes of the leaſt bi- 
gotted. It was rumoured, that the good father 
owed the effects of his medal purely to noctur- 
nal viſits; and ſome ſaid boldly, that the city 
was indebted to him for a good number of its 


inhabitants. Things weré in this ſtate, when 


he compleated his on ruin in the opinion of 
mankind, by the following act of indiſcretion, 
among others, that obliged him to abſcond. 

A girl of between twelve and thirteen made 
his mouth water. This young pullet, more 
crafty ſtill than pretty, was an overmatch for 


his rzverence. She had a heart too tender to 


confine herſelf to one man, and no longer 
withſtood the father's ſolicitations, than ſhe was 
aſſured from him, that his ſcapulary would pro: 
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tect her from thoſe accidents, which are the 
-uſual conſequences of the inexpreſſible pleaſures 
of love. The lovely girl was already miſtreſs | 
of the heart of a canon, who had hitherto 
thought it his duty to ſpare her fineſhape ; but 
father CASIMIRE had not been uſed to ſuch 
cautious proceedings. Truſting to his induſtry 
and his reputation, the friar kept no medium ; 
and his pretty young pupil ſoon ſound herſelf 
afflicted with a nine months dropſy, which it 
was impoſſible to hide. 
A canon is ſeldom the dupe of any one, eſpe- 
cially in the affairs of love. In vain his mi- 
ſtreſs endeavoured to perſuade him, that he wat 
the author of her misfortune : he was too cer- 
tain of what he had done, and knew it could 
never be. The cunning pee ſeemed however 
to be ſatisfied, that ſhe mig ht have no ſuſpi- 

cion of his deſig n; but, fully convinced, that 
fome other had plucked the fruit of this young 
= pr rr ſet ſpies about ber, who diſcovered 

is rival 

It requires an ArrAuorn, or ſome other 
of his ſpecies, to repreſent the fury of his eccle- 
ſiaſtical minion, when he was fully ſatisfied of 
what had befel him. Enraged to think he was 
over-reached by a muſhroom fellow of a men- 
dicant, he never ſuſpended the effects of his 
choler, but in order to render them the more 
terrible. He reſolved, by way of vengeance, 
to make his rival undergo the fate of AB E- 
'LARD: but the friar, more vigorous and ro- 
buſt than the canon's emiſſaries, defended 
. himſelf 
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himſelf ſo courageouſly, that they had reaſon 
to repent them of their undertaking. As this 
affair however did not paſs without a great 
buſtle, it made ſo much noiſe in the city, that 
the good fatter, for fear worſe ſhould follow, 
was obliged to withdraw. The leſs happy canon, 
beſides the mortification of having failed in his 
enterprize, ſaw himſelf expoſed to the laughter 
of all the people of faſhion. In a little time 
after, his miſtreſs, whom he ſtill loved, notwith- 
ſanding her infidelity, underwent that pain- 
ful criſis, which made her the mother of a 
lovely creature, whom all the ill-natured cal- 
led a mixed animal. Perſons of beſt ſenſes gave 
all the he mur of it to thecanon, who was much 
better able to provide for the poor infant than 
the Carmelite: for that father, ſince his relick 
bad loſt its credit, was become very poor. 

Perhaps tie ſcapulary that I was poſſeſſed of, 
had not all the virtues that were for a longtime 
attributed to that of the celebrated father CA- 
SIMIRE : it was ſufficient for me that it had 
the power of charming any devil, that ſhould 
have the malignant impudence to play tricks 
with a man that is ſubject to the holyinquiſition. 
I made the moſt of this power a long while, 
till at la, relying on the promiſe. that As A- 
ROTH made me,.of making reparation for all 
the injury he had done me, I delivered him from 


his ſhackles. No ſooner was he free, but he ad- 


dreſſed himſelf to me in words to this effect: che- 
valier, if I did not begin to habituate myſelf to 
the injuſtices of people of your ſpecics, I could 
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never pardon the puniſhment you have ſo cru- 
elly inflicted on me. However, ſince it was m 
frankneſs that brought it on my head, I will 
live with you for the future like a faſhionable 
friend, that is, with a great deal of policy, and 
very little ſincerity. 2. 
How is that, my lord Cardinal? cried I. 
It is in this manner thou beginneſt to make me 
the promiſed reparation ? Are the injuries thou 
complaineſt of to be compared to the tormenrs 
which thy malice has made me ſuffer ? What 
have I done to thee, barbarian, that deſerved 
thoſe infidelities of which thou haſt made 
Donna TRERESA guilty? Why didſt thou 
at firſt lend me thy aſſiſtance, if thy deſign was 
afterwards, under pretence of doing me ſervice, 
to make me the moſt unhappy. of mortals? 
Ah, cruel ASTAROTH |! it is for me to com- 
plain; and if thou reflecteſt ever ſo little on the 
condition thou haſt reduced me to, thou muſt 
agree that my vengeance is not equal to the 
greatneſs of the inſult. If that be the caſe re- 
plied his diabolical eminence, and ſince I per- 
ceive that you really think as you ſpeak, I par- 
don you all the ill you have done me, upon 
condition that for the future you never proceed 
to ſuch extremities with me, without firſt having 
well conſidered the matter: for I muſt tell 
you, Chevalier, that if you are not guilty of 
cruelty, you are guilty at leaſt of want of re- 
flection. Ought you to have expected that I 
ſhould undertake to render favourable a beau 
truly chaſte ? If I had undertaken ſuch a thing, 
aud ſucceeded, know that it would not have 


3 been 
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been in my ower to keep her full. We 


devils can do ill faſt enough, and ſuggeſt it into 
the hearts of mortals ; but as it is not in our 
power to do in reality any one good action, nei- 
ther can we prevent thoſe diſorders that we oc- 
caſion from increaſingof themſelves. Beſides, did 
not I tell you that you would ſoon grow weary 
of Donna THER ESA? Was it my duty then 
to foretell a misfortune, which chimerical as it 
may be, would have corroded the pleaſure of 
your moſt happy days? Ah, Chevalier, if T did 
not dread that choleric 'vivacity of yours, I 
could inform you of ſome things that. would 
ſoon give you conſolation for the loſs of your 


_ miftreſs---What it is you mean? ſaid I with 


precipitation.— mean, anſwered he, that be- 
ing deſirous to put you in poſſeſſion of DoxNAa 
THERESA's wealth, I faſcinated your eyes in 


ſuch a manner, that the appeared to 12 young, 
h 


and the moſt charming, creature in the world, 
though ſhe is in reality old and the moſt ugly 
of all beings that live on this ſide our empire. 
The grand inquiſitor is not leſs duped than you 
have been, and will be happy no longer than 
the charm endures. 

' The diſcourſe of his diabolical eminence 
ſeemed to me at firſt an incomprehenſible my- 
ſtery: but no ſooner had he conducted me to 
my wife's apartment, and taken off the charm 
that made her ſeem lovely, but I perceived a 
creature more ugly than the picture that As- 
TARO TH had given me of her. My ſurpriſe 
made the fly devil laugh, who now opportunely 


whiſpered nie to take poſteio of a ſmall _ 
et, 
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ket, that contained the moſt valuable of Dox- 
NA THERESA's jewels. As I had long been 
accuſtomed to put my hand often into a cer- 
tain ſtrong coffer, the contents of which viſibly 
diminiſhed, a natural inſtinct carried me thither 
for the laſt time, when I left nothing behind 
me that I thought my ſelf able to carry off clean. 
Then returning with ASTAROTH to the cave, 
I made him all the reparation he could deſire, 
for my paſſionate uſage of his eminence. 
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1 HAP. HI. | 4 
Pe Author makes his Peace with AsTa* 
nor, who informs him of ſome remark- 

0 able Facts, and gives him a great deal of 
= Advice. The Author follows that of re- 
= turning to bis native Country, 

B E T' T E R; pleaſed at ſceing myſelf ma- 
ſter of Dox NA THERESA's jewels, than 

a miſer who receives a large intereſt upon a 
ſmall capital, I eaſily forgot that horrid crea- 
ture, ang thought of nothing but in what way 
to make uſe of my riches. A$TAROTH at 
firſt put on a face of anger, and ſeemed un- 
willing to vouchſafe me any advice, I had 
agreat deal of pains to reconcile him to me, 
and all my excuſes were inſufficient to give 
+ | him ſatisfaction. Never ſure was there an in- 
« fernal ſpirit, that ſtood more upon the puncti- 
iſe | lo of honour, It was not the torment I had 
ely made him ſuffer, that drew on me his indiffe- 
al- | rence; I had accuſed him of perſidy and he 
1 I 2 could 
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184 The Devil Hermit. 
could not, be ſaid, pardon me fo outrageous 


an affront. | 
To confeſs the truth, I laughed in my ſleeve 


to ſee a devil fo jealous of his reputation; but 


giving way to his capricious humour, I declared 
myſelf guilty, aggravated my crimes, and beg- 
ged pardon for it in ſuch a moving manner, 
that he was at laſt overcome by entreaty, re- 


newed his promiſe of aſſiſtance, and vowed on 
the faith of a devil to keep it. This peace 


was not ratified without a formal treaty, which 


both parties ſwore to. I, that I would never 


ſuſpe& his fidelity and probity; and he, that 
he would be ſubmiſſive and faithſul to me, til} 
the very moment he was called home to hell. 
This convention having brought him again in- 
to good humour, he offered me one of the fineſt 
women in all Italy, in recompence for my loſs 


of Donna THERESA; but ſeeing plainly 


by my anſwer, that I was not diſpoſed to enter 
again ſo ſoon into the bonds of that faithleſs 
and deceitful ſex, but on the contrary, rather 
inclined to augment my fortune, he adviſed 
me to enter into the venerable company of tax- 


therers. You cannot imagine, ſays the Che- 


valier, all the advantages of that profeſſion. 


I know them well, anſwered I; I am of a 
country where they are as much reſpected as 
| hated: but for my part, I love neither the 


flattery of great men, nor the hatred of the 
populace. Beſides, I am a gentleman by birth, 
and would not degrade myſelf ſo far as to aſſo- 


ciate with a body of men, the very heads of 


whom were born in ſervitude, or among the 
SRD . dregs 
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 dregs of the common people. What a whim- 
fical turn of mind you mortals have! replied 
his diabolical eminence with a oud laugh. The 
greateſt part of you men of rank pique your- 
ſelves on a chimerical nobility, which ruins you, | 
and leads you in the direct road to beggary ? | 8 
whereas a man from among the meaneſt of the | 1 
people endeavours to puſh himſelf by all forts 4 
of methods, and ſeldom fails of ſucceeding. How 

many footmen has fortune in your time en- 1-8 
nobled, whoſe children are now arrived to the \ 8 
ſummit of dignity ? Witneſs the marquis de Wl 
GRACE, colonel of a regiment who has a ſiſter i 
married to a count of an antient lineage. Their W 
father was drawer to a tavern, and raiſed him- 
felf by intrigue to the degree of grandeur he 
nowenjoys, and which has enabled him to make 
the fortnne of his children. I know, ſaid I, the 
counteſs and the marquis you ſpeak of perfect- 
ly well: I know that their father is farmer- 
\ FF general, and that he was of no higher deſcent 
chan the greateſt part of his brethren : but T 
| am ignorant what means he made uſe of, to 
. | produce himſelf ſuch a ſplendid eftate as he now 
| ſeems to be poſſeſſed of. I can give you ſatisfacti- 

on as to that, replied ASTAROTH, in very few 

words. P*** js the ſon of a miſerable poor 

peaſant in the province of Burgundy. At the 

age of fourteen he quitted his paternal cottage, 

and went to Paris, where he got reception in 

a tavern, the maſter of which he had ſeen in 
his own country. The lad was then a good _ 7 R000 
fprightly youth, — we had very great hopes WH 
e of 1. 
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of him in our empire. He had not been fong 
in ſervice, before he gave proofs of his mercu- 
rial ability. His firſt prank was forgive him : 
but as they watched his conduct more narrow- 


ly after this, his maſter ſoon perceived that he 


was not fit for his purpofe, and turned him a- 
ftray to ſeek his fortune. 


P*##* had luckily got acquainted, and was 


linked in friendſhip with ſome footmen, who 
came to drink at his maſter's houfe. One of 
theſe party coloured gentry recommended him 
to the wiſe of an under farmer of the revenue. 
He had the good fortue to pleaſe her, and ſhe 
took. him in her ſervice, without enquiring af- 
ter his character. The good lady began to loſe 
the bloom of her youth; and P***, who was 
nick named IAs Mix, was juſt in the flower 


of all his days. He was Wr nice in his dreſs 


and knew ſo well kow to ſeize Occas1on 
by the forelock, that he went ſnacks with his 
maſter, who about the ſame time was made ſar- 
mer general. By his miſtreſs's order, and at 


her expence, JASMIN was taught to read and 


write; and ſoon after he had a place given him 


the income of which, though very tolerable, 


was not ſufficient to ſatisfy his vanity. He was 
now in poſſeſſion of the true key of his own 
fortune, and made uſe of jt to all poſſible ad- 


vantage. In leſs than twelve years, he roſe 


from degree to degree, up to every poſt he is 


nov in, and in which he has amaſſed wealth 


enough to maintain his family in that rank, 
where it now ſhines ſo brilliantly. 
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IJ was unacquainted with this hiſtory, 
aid I to my quondam HERMIT : but, upon 
my own knowledge, I fee in the revenue ſo 
many other ſhining characters of the ſame ſpe- 
cies, that I can never reſolve to incorporate 
myſzlf among ſuch people. Well, leave them 
to themſelves then, replied ASTAROTH, ſince 
you ſo diſlike them. They are indeed protected 
by the principal lords of the infernal empire, for 

which their body is an inexhauſtible ſource of 
ezxceltent ſubjects: there has never yet been 
one member of it that failed in the fealty he 
had ſworn to us. But, cantinucd my counſellor, 
. nce this way of life, the beſt indeed that can 
be choſen, is diſagreeable to you, and you are 
afraid of derogating by it from your nobility ; 
why, fir, do you not'take to the army? You 
have riches enough to make a figure there for 
ſome years; and let the worſt come to the 
worſt, after you have ſpent all your money, 

ou may get in with ſome rich widow, whom 
[-will prevail upon to re-eſtabliſh your fortune. 
The army, ſaid I, would pleaſe me very well, 
if a man was not liable there to the diſgrace of 
having others put over his head: but how often, 
after having ſpent all he is worth in the ſove- 
reign's ſervice, has an officer the mortification 
to ſee a young beardleſs boy, who has no. 
* other merit but thatof high birth or powerfull 
protection, get the ſtart of him? — Well but, 
* replied ASTAROTH, examine me then from 
head to foot; would the ſcarletTI am adorned with 
pleaſe you better? This profeſſion, in my opinion, 
I 4 nd 
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has charms that may ſeduce the moſt modeF, 

As merit, at this 125 has no longer a place a- 
Sy 


mong us eccleſiaſticks, there is nothing more 
eaſy than to rife in the church. What cha. 
rater among men can be more brilhant than 
ours? We are moſt of us rich; all of us re- 
ſpected; and we all enjoy privileges that raiſe 
us even above princes, Our head is the firſt 


of mankind, ard there is no one, not the leaſt 


individual of our ſpecies, who has not a ſhare 
of the boundleſs power of that ede of ſo- 
vereigns. Ah, Chevalier, if you fee] any in- 
clination for this happy profeſſion, to what de- 
gree of grandeur may you not ariſe, havin 

me for your friend and protector? For I e 


let you know, that nothing is done in this il. 


luſtrious body but by our direction. It is our 


ſovereign that gives a ſanction to all decrees, 


that always preſides over their venerable aſ- 
ſemblies, from which we take the utmoſt care 
to baniſh, and even to anathamatiſe, every liv- 
ing man whoſe virtue is ſuſpected. Now 
Chevalier, what doſt thou think of this ? 

I admire, faid I, to As TARO TH, this 


pompous ſample of a deſcription, which how- 


ever is literally true. This makes me not 
wonder at one of our antient doors, for 
faying that your country is paved with eccle- 
fiaſticks. For my part, however, I would not 
be one of them, tho? I were ſure of obtaining 


the triple crown. Beſides, as I feel in myſelf 
no inclination to become a cabaliſt, I ſhould 


make a very fooliſh figure among you, and 


run 
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run a great riſque of never being advanced. 
You only think ſo, anſwered ASTAROTH : 
bur that modeſty of yours is owing merely 
to your want of knowing the world. Take 
this along with you, Chevalter, that as appetite 
comes by eating, the deſire of riſing encreaſes 
in proportion as a perſon riſes, Do you know 
the lord cardinal AmrRoni? Nothing could 
be more modeſt than that famous prelate, when 
firſt he embraced the life of an eccleſiaſtic. The 
moſt his birth could admit him to aſpire after, 
was a ſimple canonicate. Now he keeps a cha- 
pel equal to mine, and forms a deſign no leſs | 
than that of raiſing himſelſ to the fovereign 
hierarchy. If this great man ſhould obtain that 
eminent poſt, I expect he would do more ſer- 
vice to our empire, than a whole million of 
vulgar devils put together. One may juſtly ſay, 
that he is intirely devoted to LVucir EI, and 
that none of us all out-does him either in ma- 
lice or wiles. | 1 
This prelate, though born of the meaneſt 
parents, has preferved nothing of the baſeneſs 
of his extraction. His bold and infinuating ge- 
nius, has enabled him to aſcend to the higheſt 
degree of fortune. He once governed deſpoti- 
cally, or, to fiy better, tyrannically, one of the 
principal.monarchies in Europe. He was obliged, 
tt is true, to leave that kingdom; yet did not 
leave off to conduct the affuirs of it. Nothing 
is now done there but in purſuance of the max- 
ims he laid down, and all his refined policy is 


| exactly put in practice, It was he that in- 


ſpira; 


190 The Devil Hermit. 


ſpired the war that is lately broke out. His 
brain teems nothing continually but great and 
unjuſt projects, whoſe ſole tendency is to drive 
an illuſtrious family from a certain throne , 
which he thinks it poſſeſſes unlawfully. Long 
ago, through his intrigues, thouſands of 
emiſſaries were ſent into the dominions of the 
reigning prince, whom he called a uſurper, in 
order to lay the train of a fatal rebellion, which 
muſt inevitably have broke out, but for the 
moſt prudent precautions. AMINORI is the 
_ evil genius of the expelled and baniſhed pre- 
tended king, whoſe enemy at the ſame time 
he would ſeem to appear. It is he that ftirs 
him up, that animates his cauſe, that ſolicits 
all the powers of the fame communion to ena- 
ble him to recover a crown, which however 
he could not preſerve even if he was peaceably 
poſſeſſed of it, becauſe he wants all the tallents 
_ neceſſary to acquire the affection of a people ſo 
ſtubborn, and ſo jealous of their liberties. One 
of the moſt flouriſhing monarchies of our he- 
miſphere enters into this vaſt project, the exe- 
Cution of which has been deemed ſo eaſy, that 
his eminence, who puts all in motion, has dared 
to propoſe an alliance in the name of the 
wou'd-be-king. 

In a word, he is the diſturber of all Europe, 
and the inventer of all the conſpiracies that 
have been hatched for more than twenty years 
paſt. You may believe that all the ſchemes he 
put in motion, that his continual hurry which 
drives ſleep for ever from his eyes, are ſug- 

„ geſted 
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geſted by intereſt and ambition. He predicted il 
g that he ſhould riſe to the ſovereign pontificate, 10 
| and is reſolved to 6mit no ſtratagems, that his k 1 
> intriguing genius can furniſh him with, to ve- 19 
: rify his prediction, though, for the execution 04 
7 of his project, he ſhould ſacrifice three parts of Wl 
f humankind. Perſuaded that he ſhall become * 
e neceſſary in the midſt of diſcord, he endeavours 
n to blow the ſparks of it at every court. A de- 
h | Aftruftive rupture has already broke out be- 
e tween two very conſiderable powers. He la- 
e bours, with all his might, to ſpread the ſame - 
— flames in the greateſt part of Chriſtendom. If 
je be ſucceeds, it will be then his time to fiſh in 
rs | troubled waters, and at laſt te ſeize the triple 
ts crown, the morſel ſo much deſired by all the 
z- | members of the ſacred college... 
er As rTAROTEH, who had reſumed his good 
ly humour, diverted himſelf a long time in rela- 
ts ing all the juggling tricks of this moſt eminent 
5 prelate. Better than a ſecretary that has the 
ne largeſt ſhare of his maſter's confidence, he was 
* fully acquainted with all the correſpondences 
e- and numberleſs intrigues of our famous politician: 
lat but as he talked too freely of the cabinet ſecrets 
ed of ſovereigns, and a little ſhocked my natural 
he diſcretion, -I broke in upon his narrative, in 
{ grder to communicate to him a project that 
de, | Was juft then come into my mind. I per- 
nat | ceive, faidT, by refleQing on all the profeſſions 
ars that you have propoſed to me, that there is not 
he one of them will ſuitme. - Without farther de- 
ich | Uderation therefore, I am reſolved to give way 
„„ to 
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to my natural inclination, that is, to continue 
the life of a knight-errant, which I purſued 
before my marriage with DoN NA TRHERESA. 
But, Lord As ARO TH, to render my travels 
agreeable, I ſhall have need of your company. 
I ſhould like to wander over both the hemiſ- 
pheres of our planet; and that I may never loſe 


the idea of the places I have made any ſtay in, 
I would every where make collections of the 
moſt curious anecdotes, for the diverſion of 


my friends on my days of repoſe. AsTA- 


ROTH, my dear As TARO TH, I know all the 
extent of your talents: your humour is gay; 


your tattle amuſing; in a word, you poſſeſs all 
the qualities requiſite to ſatisfy myruling paſſion 


and procure me new delights as the days re- 
volve. If you will follow me, depend upon 


it I ſhall not be ungrateful, and that you ſhall 
have a powerful protector againſt all the ſub- 
jects of your empire, who may be jealous of 
your reputation. 


What ſay' ſt thou Chevalier? cried his dia- 
bolical eminence. One may eaſily ſee that you 
were bred up in a court: you are ſuch a very 
courtier when you want to obtain any favour. 
If I was not devoted to you as I am, I could 


not withſtand the charms of your politeneſs. 
Rely on what I ſay, Sir: I will accompany you 
whereſoever you ſhall pleaſe to go. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 


7 be Author ts tranſported into the Capital 


of the Univerſe. Changes that had bap- 
pened during the time be was abſent. He 
meets with an Adventurer, whom be knew 


formerly, and who tricks him of good 


part of his Jewels. 


IHE naural taſfe that I had for travel 
made me highly delighted with the good 
graces of my faithful ASTARoTH. I gave 


him a thouſand thanks; and, as I was very 


fond of adventures, propoſed to him immedi- 


ately the taking a trip to Paris, where I had 


ſome little acquaintance. Very good Cheva- 


lier, ſaid he; I conſent to it: but as I am ſub- 


je& to the orders of my ſuperiors, I ought to 
inform you that I ſhall now and then be obliged 
to be abſent. All I can promiſe you is, that I 
will execute as ſpeedily as as poſſible whatever 
inſtructions I may receive, and return to you 
as ſoon as I have done, in order to inform you 
of any thing you ſhall wiſh to know, and to 
give you my advice in times of difficulty, 


Then pulling a ſmall phial out of his pocket, 
Here, ſays he, take and drink a few drops of 


this elixir, which has the virtue of preſerving 
human nature from all thoſe wants to which 
ut is continually ſubject. In fact, I had no 

| £5 ſooner 
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ſooner ſwallowed ſive or ſix drops of it, but 1 


found myſelf almoſt in the ſame light with a 
fat canon, who has ſpent ſome hours in ſtuf- 


fing his paunch with the moſt nouriſhing diſhes, 


This elixir has one property in which it ex- 
celled even the beſt food; which was, that it 
refreſhed the ſenſes, and yet preſerved from all 
inclination to ſleep. I was admiring the effect 
of it to ASTAROTH, when he told me, that 
it was compoſed by the abbotCH1MAzARIUs 
who had found means to ſtarve himſelf to death 
with this important ſecret. This, he added, 


- ought not to ſurpriſe you. To ſpeak the truth, 


the abbot, by his conduct, deſtroys the reputa- 
tion of his drops. He publiſhes every where, 
that they have the virtue of making a maa 
live three months without eating or drinking: 
but, at the ſame time he ſo boaſts of the virtue of 
his tincture, if any one invites him to dinner, 
he eats as if it had no other virtue but to whet 
the appetite, and famiſh the perſon who uſes it. 
It was neceſſary to the abbot's character that 
theſe drops ſhould paſs through the hands of 
ſome one of my ſpecies. By that means all 
who uſe them, will conceive the ſame idea 
of them as you now do, and may very ſoon 
make his fortune. If you want to know 
this famous chymiſt, continued As T A- 


R o E, you fhall preſently have it in your 
power to fee him, without | being perceived 


yourſelf. 
My metamorphoſed HERMIT had no ſooner 
finiſhed theſe words, but he truſſed me up upon 
his 
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his ſhoulders, almoſt in the ſame manner as 
EN EAS took his father AN cHISES. The a- 
ſtoniſhing rapidity with which he cleft the 
air, put me into ſuch a terrible fright, that I 
loſt at once all the uſe of my fenſes. At laſt, 
waking as from a found ſleep, I found myſelf 
extended upon a grafly carpet, with which 
nature had adorned the ſummit of a high 
mountain. ASTAROTH, whom TI did not at 
firſt ſee, appeared to me all of a ſudden.” Where 
do you think yourſelf now, Sir ? faid he with 
a laugh. Without doubt, ſaid I, I am juft 
where it has pleaſed your eminence to bring 
me. But your world has been ſo very indif- 
ferently deſcribed to us, that I ought to be a 
devil myſelf to know what part of it I am in. 
Look you there, ſaid he, pointing with his fin- 
ger ; on that fide lies the native country of all 
polite people. We have been but three days on 
our journey, and I could have brought you hi- 
ther in much leſs time, if I had not been de- 
tained alittle at Lyons by a job, which was to 
inſpire a very good man with the reſolution to 
rob his brother, fer the ſervice of a prieſt whom 
I protect. I ſhall have another opportunity here- 
after to give you a narrative of this affair, which 
was attended with variety of conſequences, and 
a great many curious and intereſting facts, 
that will afford you ſome diverſion. 

The joy I conceived at reviſiting my native 
place, took ſuch full poſſeſſion of my mind, 
that I was not ſuſceptible of any other pleaſure, 
I did not inſiſt upon the ſtory; and AsTaA- 
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ROTH, who knew my inward ſentiments, 
took leave of me; telling me, that ſince I was 
in a country well known to me, I muſt not 
take it amiſs if he left me among my old ac- 
quaintance, for that he would come back to 
me after he had compleated the great work 
that was begun at Lyons. As I had in reality 
very ſtrong engagements in this capital, and 
expected to find there many relations and 


friends, without running the riſque of being 


detected concerning my former frolicks, I gave 
a carte blanche to my guide, and even left the 
time of his return to his own diſcretion. The 


moment he quitted me I took the road for Paris, 


and entered that city juſt at the cloſe of the 


day. | 
My firſt care, after providing myſelf with a 
lodging, was to clothe me in a manner ſuitable 
to the figure I intended to make. Thad plenty 
of caſh upon me, and fo was furniſhed with 
every thing I wanted in an inſtant. An utter 
ſtranger would have thought he had to de with 
conjurers, ſo many workmen were ready to ex- 
ecute whatever I commanded. In leſs than a 
week I was compleatly equipped, as well with 
linnen as with every other part of dreſs. My 


ambition however, was not fatisfied, till after I 


had formed my houſehold, which conſiſted of 
ſeven or eight ſervants, three of whom were 


dreſſed in the moſt ſplendid liveries. I was 


not then afraid of appearing among my rela- 
tions, who perhaps would have received me 
leſs courteouſly if this magnificent equipage had 
3 =” 55 not 
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not dazzled their eyes. My fund, great as it 


was as at preſent, was far from being ſufficient 
to ſupport the luxury I lived in any long 
time; but, as I always depended on the friend» 
ſhip of AsTAROTH, I made no ſcruple of 
going on, and had none of thoſe anxieties, 
that the ſurpriſing dimunition of my capital 


muſt otherwiſe have given me. A continued 


ſucceſſion of pleafure, that were every day 
_ diverſified, made the moments paſs merrily a- 
way. Good eating and drinking, variety of 


miſtreſſes, gaming, and the playhouſe, made 


up the whole of my employment. Both fexcs 
were fond of my company; all my friends 
ſeemed to contend among themſelves who 
ſhould ſet the higheſt price on my favours, and 
I was regarded as the oracle of every aſſembly, 


that I deigned to honour with my preſence. 1 


muſt ſeriouſly own however, that though open 
enough to flattery, I was not entirely the dupe 
of it. I had too much reaſon not to perceive 
that all my merit, and all the praifes that were 
laviſhed on me, were owing to my generoſity 


and luxury: yet ſuch is the character of human 


nature in general, that it is fond of feeding on 
an imaginary good. Vanity a kind of 
drunkenneſs, ſo much the more dangerous as 
it leads us into the moſt fooliſh extravagances. 


Six months paſſed away in this manner, at the 
end of which the lowneſs of my ſtock made me 


reflect on the abſence of AsTAROTH, For 


many days I endeavoured to evoke him, and 
all to no purpoſe, but as his honeſty could not 


poſſi b le 


over him, was the occaſion of this diſappoint- 


ſure to retrench my expences. This deprived' 


and the ſubject of much difeourſe. One day, 
he addreſſed himſelf to us thus: it is ſurpriſing 
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poſſibly be now ſuſpected by me, after all the 


ſervices I had received from him, I concluded 
that ſome devil of high rank, who had a right 


ment. It was lucky for me, that I had a 
good ſtock of jewels {ſtill left. Freſolved to diſ 
poſe of a part of theſe, and began in ſome mea- 


me of ſome of my friends, the loſs of whom 
T no otherwiſe regretted, than as a miſer 
would the loſs of a paraſite. The pleaſures I 
received were now leſs noify, but more real 
and rationa',. I ſpent my time in admiring the 
ornaments of the city, which are very nume- 
Tous, and happily encreaſing every day. A 
man of wit, of my acquaintance, who had 
free acceſs to the provoſt of the merchants, in- 
troduced me to that magiſtrate. He was a 
man of merit, but infatuated with his own. 
Projects;of which he eternally talk?d to all who | 
came near him. One of the keys on the river 
ſide, among other things, which he had 
cauſed to be enlarged at his entrance on his of- 
fice, and to which he added a parapet wall, 
was in his own opinion a maſterly performance, 
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when my friend and J were in his company, 


that not one of the wits of the town has 
thought of making at leaſt one ſtanza of ſix 
lines in praiſe of that public work, We ſhall 
ſee if the ſolar quadrant, which Fam going to 
erect,. will not rouſe them from this —_— 
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the brigheſt fellow in company, and did not 
do himſelf the injuſtice to refuſe the honour of 
that fine quality, he took this reflection as if 
levelled directly at him. What do you think, 
(faid he to me, as foon as we were by ourſelves) 
of the philoſopher TuxGo ? Does not that 
maſter-piece of his deſerve to be immortaliz'd 


modeſt as to be content with one ſtanza, one 


memorandum book, without more meditation, 
he wrote theſe arne: 


When provoſt Tuxoo was in place, 
And noted here to little ſpace, 
He added this ſame border. 
All you that come and all who go, 
Render your thanks to good TuRGo, 
The glory of his order. 


1 had facked in ſomewhat of As r AROTH's 
character, and the character of my friend was not 


much leſs malignant than mine. Itook him to ſup 


with me, when he was eaſily perſuaded to make 
me a preſent of this epigram. I had imme- 
diately tranſcribed, and ſent a ſervant to paſte 
it up over the key. In a word, all Paris preſent- 
| Iy had it by heart; every one diverted himſelf at 
the expence of the magiſtrate, whoſe vanity 
was well known. You may depend upon it 


4 


quinade. My friend, though known for the 
author 


As my friend was the man who paſſed for 


by an ode? I think at the leaſt, fince he is ſo 


ought to oblige him ſo far. Then taking out his 


we paid him no more viſits after this our paſ- . 
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author of the verſes, loſt nothing by them but 


a dinner now and then, whichhe uſed to get zt 
the provoſt's ;. a loſs which I fully made up to 
Rim, as I could never wear out that natural 
generofity of temper, that gradually reduced 
me to live by my wits. 

A good part of my jewels were already fold, 


and the money diſperſed. I could not prevail 


on myſelf to diſcharge an equipage that I had 
been ſome time uſed to: a gentleman, in my 
Opinion, had much better be dead, than without 
this mark of diſtinction. Full of this chime- 
rical idea, I durſt not look forwards on the 
uncertainty of my future condition, but I felt 
my heart pierced with the moſt ſenſible grief, 
My recourſe was to ASTAROTH, whom I e- 
voked to no purpefe. The cruel Demon, 


taken up with other adventures, laughed at my 


imaginary diſtreſs : and indeed I ſometimes 
looked upon my troubles in the ſame light my- 
ſelf, in the confidence I had of his fidelity. In 


fine, the laſt remedy to my uneaſineſs was the 
frequenting of plays and public diverſions, or 


taking a walk in company. . 
One evening, as | came from the opera, 


the unſkilfulneſs of the coachman made him 
run foul of a very ſplendid equipage. Four 


ſwinging pages, dreſſed in gaudy liveries, fell 
to quarreiling with my ſervants, and- threatned 
them hard. As I was afraid the fellows might 


belong to ſome embaſſador, or foreign prince, 


and being loth to have any diſpute with a per- 


fon of ſuch high quality, I immediately got. 


Out 
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out of my coach to appeaſe the fray. The 
pretended prince ſhewed the ſame politeneſs: 
but ſcarce were his feet on the ground before 
I knew him for the marquis CRAMors1, an 
Italian by birth, and formerly my acquaintance. 
Our ſituation with regard to each other, at leaſt 


in appearance, was very different from that in 
which we had known each other, formerly. E- 


qually aſtoniſhed at this rencounter, our firſt ſen- 


timents on both ſides obliged us to teſtify ſome 


ſurpriſe 3 but the place not being proper for 
coming to an explanation together, our equi- 
pages were no ſooner diſentangled than the 


marquis made me get into his coach, in which 


we were driven, followed by mine, to a ſu- 


perb hotel that he inhabited. The furniture of it 


which I took for his own, made me judge, by 


its magnificence, that he was one of the richeſt 


lords in Europe. Amazed at fo advantageous 
a change in his fortune, I conjectured that he 
muſt have ſome genius under his command of 
the temper of As Mop EUs, and more punc- 
tual than the faithleſs As r ARO TH. He was 
indeed ſo happy as to be in the good graces of 
the firſt prince of the blood, who governed 
the whole kingdom, and at the ſame time en- 
xy the favours of madame the princeſs of 

a, whole lover he openly profeſſed himſelf, 
and to whom he was the chief in regard among 
many. I had formerly heard ſpeak of the laviſh 
bounty of this princeſs on the like occaſions. As 
time had very much preyed on her charms, and 


the marquis was in all the vigour of his age, I 


conſidered 
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conſidered this conqueſt as the ſweeteſt morſd 
that could fall into the mouth of an adventu- 
rer. In effect, he confeſſed that within a little 
more than a year paſt, which was the time he 
had been acquainted with her, he had drawn 
from her near eight hundred thouſand livres, 
without putting her to any other trouble than 
that of making him one of the bankers to the 
parties of gaming, that were held daily in her 
palace. | 

Theſe games was baſlet, pharaoh, and 


lanſquenet. They began uſually about ten 


or eleven o'clock in the evening, and conti- 
nued till five or ſix the next morning. The 
marquis offered to introduce me to them, and 
ourioſity made me accept his propoſition. We 
arrived there in very good time, while the 


company was yet thin: but in a few minutes 


the aſſembly became as numerous and brilliant 


as what I have ſeen in an opera, with only this 


difference, that at the princeſs's it was com- 


poſed of men only, dreſſed ſome of them 
more richly than others. Several halls, in the 


midſt of which ſtood tables appointed. for the 
different games, were illuminated in every 
part. Scarce did they all ſeem ſufficient to 
contain the numbers that crowded them. As 
the marquis was one of the bankers at baſſet, 


he leſt me to aſſume his poſt, which muſt cer- 
tainly be very lucrative, ſince it conſtituted the 


principal part of his revenne. What ſurpriſed 


me the moſt, after viewing the company ſome 
moments, was to ſee a great number of eccle- 
ſiaſticks 
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faſticksamong the cabals of the gameſters. My 
rſt reflection made me look on them as a par- 
cel of dupes: yet I could not reſiſt the caprice 
of fortune, ho I ſaw was ruining ſome, and 
fhowering down her favours on others. I had 
fifty Louis's left, which I always carried in 


my pocket. Seduced by ill example, I ha- 


zarded ſome of them, which in leſs than an 
hour were increaſed to near an hundred 
times as many. The fortunate ſuccels of this 
Arſt attempt did not permit me to ſtop . ſhort 
in ſo delightful a road: I was animated by the 
deſire of gain to purſue my point, and ſtaked 
my money with ſo little prudence, that in a 
few moments I loſt only what J had won, 
but the fifty pieces I had in my purſe, which 
was my whole ſtock of ready.cafh. 

Such is the fatal paſſion of gaming, that 
whether aman wins or loſes, he can never con- 


tuin himſelf within reaſonable bounds. For my 


part, diſtracted to fee myſelf two hundred 
Louis's worſe than I had thought myſelf juſt 
before without reflecting that three fourths of 
this number belonged perhaps to thoſe who had 
now won them from me, I could not take the 


_ reſolution to become wiſe at my own expence. 


J went directly to the marquis, who was in 
another hall, and aſked him to lend me twenty- 
five pieces upon a diamond of value that I had 
on my finger. He would not acceptthe pledge, 
but told me down in a moment the ſum I de- 


manded. Theſe twenty five Louis's were in- 


ſufficient to recover my loſt fortune: they 
<p>] laſted 
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laſted me however, with good management, to 
the end of the play when I had only three or 


four left. With theſe I retired full of cha- 


grin, as I ſaw myſelf obliged to a new ſale of mv 


jewels, in order to recruit my pockets,and make 


ſatisfaction to a friend who had truſted me on 
my word. 

How prejudicial ſoever the meeting of the 
marquis had been. to my ſmall fortune, my 
acknowledgments to him were not the leſs 
warm. He had lent me money in the moſt o- 
bliging manner, and hearing, as we came out, 
that J had loſt it, he made me an offer of the 
like ſum which I accepted on the condition that 


he ſhould come and dine with me. At this meet- 
ing, I confeſs, I found him altogether worthy 
of the good fortune he enjoyed; and, grate- 


fully ſenſible of this double proof 'of his fi ĩend- 
ſhip, I thought I could not do better than lay 
open to him all my circumſtances. He did 
not ſeem to think them ſo deſperate as I did, 

eſpecially after taking an inventory of my 
jewels, which he valued at above one hundred 
thouſand franks. My condition however ſeem- 


ed to affect him, and, in order to repay my 


freedom of ſpeech, at leaſt apparently, in the 
ſame coin, he adviſed me to turn my effects 


into money,and by making preſents to purchaſe 


the place of gentleman to the princeſs, whoſe 
bounty he lived on. Chevalier, ſaid he, in 


the moſt inſinuating tone, a man of your figure 
may have pretenſions enough at ſuch a court as 


we are in, eſpecially when reaſon, more than 
| love 
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love, engages him ton woman of the princeſs's 
age and inclinations. For my part, who am 
no longer amorous, far from proving your ri- 
val on ſuch an occaſion, I ſhall ſee with joy 
your fortune equal to my own, ſince it may 
very well beſo without the leaſt prejudice to 


me. If you had ſome employment which gave 


ou acceſs to the princeſs, it would not be long 
Lam certain, before you came in ſnack with 
us; and your recompenſe, as well as minenow 
is, would be to become an eighth ſharer in the 
profits which our gaming ſtock produces; for 
the moſt famous academy in Paris is kept in her 
palace. As all the prime nobility punCtually 
attend there, and we bankers at baſſet and 
pharaoh - underſtand the play perfectly well, 

our office brings us in an immenſe annual fund. 
In a word, Chevalier, if you except only a 
few preſents which her royal highneſs now and 
then honours me with, it is this fund that ſup- 
ports all my expence on the foot that you ſee 
them. 

If I had a grateful ſenſe of the marquis's 
firſt civilities, I had a much greater of thoſe 
offers, which gave me the proſpect of a fortune 
as brilliant as his, and to which all my ambi- 
tion tended. I was almoſt beſide myſelf with 
reſpect, and could not tell how to expreſs my 
thanks in terms ſufficiently ſtrong. I am en- 


tirely your's, cried I, my dear marquis: diſ- 


poſe of me as you pleaſe. From this time I will 
conform my conduct to your advice, which J 
will follow with all the confidence that your 
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good will deſerves from an old friend who can 
never forget you. 

After having again aſſured me, that he had 
Nothing more at heart than to oblige me, Were 
I, faid he, in your place, the firſt thing I would 
do ſhould be to ſell my jewels. Money you 
well know is at this day the primum mobile of 


all things. One part will-ſerve to ſupport you 


a little in the way of life you have taken up; 
and the reſt muſt be employed in making pre- 
ſents to the princeſs's ladies of honour, to whom 


I will immediately introduce you. By this 


means you will ſoon become her highneſs's gen- 


tleman: you muſt accept this poſt at firſt with- 


out any ſalary; and that point being carried, 
your whole future fortune will be in your own 
hands. The marquis ended his enchanting diſ- 
courſe by offering to take on himſelf the diſ- 
poſal of my jewels, which he pretended he 
could make as much of as any jeweller. 

Ik T had reflected, at that moment, on the 
marquis's former way of life, of which I knew 
a thouſand anecdotes not very favourable to 
his reputation, perhaps my diſtruſt had made 
me eſcape all his ſnares: but, dazzled with a 
future proſpect that flattered my vanity, I 
received with joy an offer in which there 
ſeemed to be nothing but the moſt obliging 
ſincerity; I was even in haſte to put him 
in poſſeſſion of the remainder of my for- 
tune, and had fo little foreſight or ſuſpicion of 


the misfortunes that threatned me, that I flept 


with the fame tranquility as a man would who 
Was 
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was in the full enjoyment of all his wiſhes. 
My ſecurity appeared ſo much the better 
founded, as the marquis came to viſit me the 
next day, and brought me a thouſand crowns 
for a diamond which I had never valued at 
more than two thouſand livres, and which in 
my preſent neceflity I would have parted with 
for leſs. So great was his affection, that ſcarce 
would he receive the fifty Louis's he had lent 
me. 2 12 5 

A month however paſt, and he had not yet 
found an opportunity to diſpoſe of the reſt of 
my effects, or to bring me before the princeſs. 
A certain confuſed air that I ſaw in him, every 
time I went to viſit him, began to give birth 
to ſome ſuſpicions in my breaſt, Many par- 
ticular friends, to whom I communicated the 
affair, compleated my diſſatisfaction; for they 
told me that his reputation was not better in 
Paris than in the country where I had known 
him, At length, opening my eyes on my own 
misfortune, I hunted and teized him in ſuch a 
manner, that, after having put me- off from 
day to day, at the end of two months he gave 
me a parcel of falſe ſtones, ſo like thoſe I had 
truſted him with that I gave him a receipt in 
full, and utterly debarred myſelf from ail fu- 
ture demands upon him. 
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Difficulties the Author is left in through the 


knavery cf the Marquis. To gei out of 
them he is obliged to ſell his equipage. 
The condition he is reduced to, and bis 
reſolution to quit Parts. 5 


O happy in being got cut of the claws 


of a ſharper, with whom I thought I had 
now no farther buſineſs, I was determined, 
for the time to come, to act with more cau- 
tion, and not be the dupe of my own credu- 
lity. A friend, whom I had choſen with 
judgment, recommended me to a jeweller, a 
man of great wealth and intereſt, who bought 
all that I was willing to ſell, at a leſs an 
rable price indeed than the marquis had taken 
them, but much more real, becauſe he told me 
down on the nail the ſum he had agreed for. 
It amounted to forty five thouſand livres, which 
made then my whole capital, and was my laſt 


— 


reſource. At the rate I went on, this was not 


more than ſufficient for a ſingle year, As I 
entertained however freſh hepes every day of 
ASTAROTH'sS return, who 1 was aſſured by 
a certain inward confidence had not abandoned 
me, I could not find in my heart to retrench 

any thirg frem my equipage, till I was forced 


t 
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to it by an evvent that I had been very far 
from expecting. 

About a fortnight after che ſale of my jewels, 
one fine ſun-ſhiny morning, juſt as I roſe, 
came in the jewel er to whom I had ſold them, 
the friend who had procured me his acquain- 
tance, and two other perſons whom I did not 
know, but who by their deportment ſeemed 
to be officers of juſtice. As I had not the leaſt 
apprehenſion of what was the occakon of this 
viſit, I received them in a frank manner, and 
deſired them all to fit down. Scarce had they 
done ſo when the jeweller, with an air of cold- 
neſs, gave me back the goods I had ſold him, 
and aſked me whether I knew them to be the 
fame that he had ought of me. Without que- 
ſion, ſir, ſaid I, I do; as in reality I did. We 
muſt let you xnow then, added my friend, 
that the whole cargo is merely counterfeit, and 
not worth a hundred crowns. The gentleman 
is come therefore to bring them you again, and 
to demand back his money, 

The ſurpriſe this compliment threw me in- 
to, had like to have made me die away on the 
ſpot. I was above a quarter of an hour before 
I was able to ſpeak two intelligible words. At 
laſt, being with ſome aſſiſtance brought to my- 
felf, I told the jeweller and my friend that they 
might have been ſo kind as to come by them- 
felves, without bringing thoſe witneſſes of 
what had paſſed, whom I now perceived to be 
2 commiſlary and a notary : that if I had de- 
ceived them, I had much more to complain of 

3 . 
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than they, for that T had been firſt deceived 
myſelf, and all the loſs, by what I could ſee, 
was like to light upon me only. In a word, 
T owned to them in what manner J had truſt. 
ed to the marquis Damotrsr, and afked their 
advice as to the proper method I muſt take in 
order to bring him to juſtice. 

Damors1 was ſo well known in Paris, 
that no ſconer had I pronounced his name, but 
the two officers declared they could do nothing 


but pity me. If you ſhou!d fue him, ſaid they, 


what would your pretenſions ſignify without 


proofs, eſpecially againſt a ſharper who has ſuch 


powerful protectors ? The marquis will make 
it appear, by your receipts, that he reſtored to 
you the very individual jewels that you had 
entruſted him with. He will afterwards ſue 
you for reparation of his injured honour, and 
you will find all the coſts, beſides damages, 
fixed on yourſelf. —In a word, the reſult of 
their opinion came only to this, that my miſ- 


fortune was entirely without remedy. Mean 


time I was obliged upon the nail to reimburſe 
the forty five thoufand livres which I had re- 
ceived ; after which the jeweller and his atten- 
dants went their ways, and left me a prey to 
the moſt ſorrowful reflections. 

I é was now unhappily in a ſituation which 
required me to act with the utmoſt prudence : 


but the grief of 854. myſelf reduced to this 


extremity, made me loſe all my wonted mode- 


ration. Deſpair was the guide that conducted 
me to the marquis, when, without any reſpect. 
| Lo 
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to ſome per ſons of quality that were then with 
him, I treated him like the worſt of ſcoun- 
drels, and challenged him to fight me. My 
rage had indeed made me like one diſtracted, 
and the marquis very calmly pretended to con- 
ſider me in that character, and to diſregard all 
my threats. As he knew however all the 
tricks of the law, and had witneſſes of my in- 
ſults, the villain thought proper to prevent my 
ſuing him, and begun a proſecution againſt me 
for injury done to his honour. Such a flagrant 
piece of impudence, made me loſe the little re- 
mainder of my ſenſes. The juſtice of my 
cauſe ſcemed to me fo viſible, that I was re- 
ſolved to puſh the affair with all imaginable vi- 
gour: and in order to be able to do this, I de- 
termined that moment to diſpoſe of all my plate, 
which I did even to the very ring I had on my 
finger. But the buſineſs became ſo intricate, 
that the money I made of theſe, did but a very 
little advance it, J had even the mortification 

to hear that the cauſe went ſo much againſt 
me, as to put my poor carcaſe in no ſmall dan- 
ger. The dread of being arreſted at laſt o- 
pened my eyes; I ſaw the neceſſity of ſubmit- 
ting to my ill fortune, and came to the reſolu- 
tion to diſcharge all my ſervants, and ſell my 
equipage. This was the final temporary reme- 
dy of my preſent extremity, and what threw. 
me down at once from a man of rank and fi- 
1 to the condition of a private poor fel- 
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All my ſtock did not amount to above 2 
thouſand crowns, and I was more than two 
thouſand in debt, My creditors, informed of 
my ſituation, dunned me inceſſantly. My 
friends all forſook me ; and my ſervants, who 
had certainly had one of the kindeſt of maſters, 
were the firft to publiſh what they knew of my 
wretchedneſs. My relations themſelves, who, 
dazzled with the luſtre of my ſplendid ap- 
pearance, had offered up their incenſe to my 
very faults, were my moft open and avowed 
enemies. In this extremity, I ſoon perceived 
that I had no remedy left but that of flying the 
country, and I was not long in reſolving to 
quit a place, where I had nothing before me 
but the moſt melancholy proſpects. 
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HN. VI. 
The evening before his departure the quibor 
Has a viſion, which obliges him to go the 
next day to the palace of Luxembourg. 
His rencounter with ASTAROTH there: 
The ſeveral converſatiuns they have toge- 
ther, and their concerting a new ramble. 


T IK E thoſe who have no other guide but 
L their own inclinations, which they blindly 
purſue, I did not begin to reflect on all the ir- 
Tegularities of my conduct, till I was no lon- 
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ger able to reform them. Dear ſelf-love would 
not permit me to lay all the blame of them 
on my own individual, and I bore very heavily 
on the infidelity of ASTAROTH, and his 
breach of thoſe promiſes I ſo much relied on. 
As little likelihood as I had of ſeeing him a- 
gain, I could not prevail on myſelf to baniſh his 
idea from my mind, and to forget a friend b 

whoſe aſſiſtance I had ſupported myſelf many 


years. My only confolation was to feed my 


fancy with the hopes of his return, and I in- 


voked him every day with the ſame confidence 


that a Spaniard ſupplicates ſome good ſaint to 
be propitious to him in his amours. ö 


l was juſt upon the point of taking my leave 


of Paris, when, agitated by ſuch thoughts as 
theſe, a gentle lumber at once took poſſeſſion 
of my ſenſes. My heated imagination pre- 
ſented ASTAROTH to my fight, under the 
form that he wore when he took his leave of 


me. Methought we were walking together 


in the Luxembourg garden, and that he heaped 
on me more riches than I had ſquandered away 


during his abſence. But this felicity, to my 
great difapyointment, was of ſhort duration; 
all my golden joys vaniſhed: with my fleep, 
This flattering dream however had made ſo much 
impreſſion on my mind, that I put off my de- 
parture for a few hours, in order to viſit the 
place awake which had g ven me ſo much plea- 
ſure in my ſleep. In ſhort, this impreſſion, was of 
_ the ſame kind with thoſe which your enthuſiaſts 


K 5 call 
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call irreſiſtable: 1 have therefore relied much 
on ſuch ſort of viſions ever ſince. 
S. carce was J arrived at the Luxembourg gar- 
den, but I fled to the ſpot which was ſtill pre- 
ſent to my imagination. There I perceived a 
little ill. ſhaped man, who faluted me with a 
| ſmile. Surpriſed at his complaiſance, I went 
up to him, and defired to be informed if he 
had any knowledge of me. My name, which 
he had at his tongue's end, at the ſame time in- 
forming me that he had ſcen me in Italy, re- 
doubled my a{toniſhment.. But what appeared 
to meyet more incomprehenſible, was, that in 
a moment he gave me ſuch: a detail of a great 
number of anecdotes relating to my life, that! 
could not queſtion the reality of his pretended 
acquaintance with me. I could not reflect, 
however, on my having ſeen him in any place, 
and he diverted himſelf a long time before he 
made himfelf known. 

In ſhort, it was no other than . 
himſelf, who, in one of his diabolical whims, 
had choſen the very. uglieſt body upon the face 
of the. earth, Do not reproach me, cheva- 
lier, ſaid he, after he had declared who he was : 
the time of my abſence has been longer than I 
intended; but you did me juſtice in believing, 
when I did not appear to your evocations, that 
I was hindered by ſome ſuperior order, Be- 
ſides, I could be of no ſervice to you, againſt 

the marquis Damois1, Who is protected by 
one of the greateſt princes of our empire. But 
comfort yourſelf in reſpect of the loſs he a 
| Madèe 
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made you ſuſtain, and continue at Paxis to be 
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a ſpectator of the ſudden reverſe of his fortune. 


In a word, you will ſoon ſee him lock'd up in 
a jail, from which he ſhall eſcape only to be- 
come a fugitive in a foreign country. 

Does your devilſhip banter me ? ſaid I to 


the quondam HER MIT. How does what you. 


ſay hang together? The marquis is protected 
by a Demon of the firſt order, and yet will 
fink under the weight of his adverſe fortune.—. 
Indeed chevalier, anſwered he, both the one 


and the other are literally true, You mult 


know then that the marquis's protector has 
ſomething elſe to do than to watch for ever over 


one man. It is his way to engage himſelf on- 


ly for a limited time. The client that has got 
him in his inttre!t, muſt take care to keep 
him by his own good conduct: for this prince 
is very much like thoſe of your hemiſphere. 
When he knows à ſubject proper for our em- 
pire, he cloſely beſets him, and uſes every 


ſtratagem to win him over; but when he has 
once got hold of him, the man's whole buſineſs 
is done; the Demon abandons him, and goes 


in ſearch of ſome other prey. Such will be the 


lot of the marquis Damoist, who owes his 
wealth and advancement to the aid prince. In- 
capable of living within bounds, the moment 


he is left to his own conduct, he ſhall run in 
debt, and commit fo many tharping tricks as 
mall deprive him of the many powerful friends 
that now ſupport him. You will ſee bim 


then act a character in another place, very dif- 
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power, to ſpeak the truth, does not extend ſo 
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ferent from that brilliant one which he has late 
ly ſuſtained. 

If that be the caſe, ſaid I, I ſhall have the 


ſatisfaction of ſeeing him as wretched-as myſelf, 


with only this difference, that he is poſſeſſed of 


talents which I want, and has the art of ex- 
changing counterfeit jewels for real ones.— 
What then, cried he, do you no longer number 
me among your friends, that yon think your- 
ſelf in ſuch a miſerable ſituation ? Satisfy your- 
felf chevalicr, that I am a devil of ſtrict honour 
and incapable of being worſe than my word. 


Have not I promiſed to affiſt you in all your 


difficulties ? —But your honour, ſaid I, had 
forgot me for fome time; or at leaſt, if you 
did not abandon me voluntarily, the power that 


detained you elſewhere, left me in the neceſfity 


of making my own way out of my late tribula- 
on, without your aſſiſtance. 
You ought to conſider, ſaid As AROT Er, 


that one can enter into no engagements beyond 


one's power; nor can one be reſponſible for 


croſs accidents that may now and then happen. 
When J left you juſt without Paris, my deſign 


was only to ſupport the intereſt of an enterpri- 
ſing young lord, who has put himſelf under my 
protection. But ſcarce had I done with him, 
before the rank I then held obliged me- to pay 
my attendance at the conclave, which now 
makes ſo much noiſe. "Thanks to my genius, 


I have ſo embarraſſed the minds ofmy collegues, 
that I believe they will not eaſily agree in elect- 


ing a perſon to preſide over the church. Our 
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far as to ſtop the courſe of fate: but it is great 
enough to diſturb all human affairs, and I have 


juſt now made uſe of my right in a manner that 
will open a great many eyes. Upon my ſince- 


rity, my dear chevalier, I could have wiſhed 
ou had been my companion : you would have 
beheld a conclave of the moſt humorous ortho- 


doxy. There would have been no occaſion to 


give you an expoſition of what they were about: 
you muſt have underftood at once, that all the 


members could be animated by no other ſpirits 
but thoſe of my ſpecies. At preſent, while 


things are juſt in the ſituation that I would wiſh 
to have them, I have an opportunity to with- 


draw in order to ſerve you, well knowing the 


great need you have of my aſſiſtance. 
I am very much obliged to your eminence, 
good lord ASTAROTH. The fight of you 


has diſpelled all my uneaſineſs, and provided you 


never abandon me again, I am perſuaded that 
every thing will go well. But may +4 be fo 
bold as to afk you a ſhort queſtion ? How 
eould your eminence prevail on yourſelf to quit 
a body of ſuch high rank, and ſubmit to take 


on you the miſerable form you now appear in? 
Theſe are reaſons of ſtate, ſaid he, that I will 


give you an account of another time. My bu- 


ſineſs was to withdraw from the enquiries of my 


ſuperiours. As they knew me to be proudly 


inclined, I imagined they would never think 


of ſearching for me in ſuch a body as this. De- 
formed however as I am, you ought not to 


have a bit the worſe opinion of me. Tell me 


only 
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only what you would wiſh to be, and I will 
give you proof that I am always your 
friend. 8 
If the different ſituations of life were in the 
choice of mankind, I anſwered, I ſhould be 
glad to be reſtored to that which I was lately in; 
or if it was more brilliant, ſo much the better, 
Plague on your fine taſte, cried ASA ROTH; 
do you think me maſter of all the riches in the 
winiverſe ? I beg of you to be a little more mo- 
deft, and have ſome regard to the pockets of 
your friends. You ſhould conſider that one who 
demands more than can be given him, may be 
ſure of obtaining nothing.—Very true, anſwe- 
red I ; but aſk for no more than the means of 
triumphing for a ſhort time,over thoſe who have 
turned their backs on me during my misfortunes: 
when this is done we will leave Paris, and 
make what figure you pleaſe in another place. 
—Your propoſal is very . reaſonable, reply'd 
As TAROT H, and ſuits my humour: this ver 
evening you ſhall go to the princeſs of d' EX xs, 
and as I know a little more of play than even 
the bankers themſelves, you may depend upon 
bringing off a ſum ſuſficient to content your 
wiſhes. I have a long while owed thofe gentle- 
men ſuch a caſt of my ſkill. They have made fo 
many dupes, that I cannot but think it equi- 
table that they ſhould be, for once, made. ſo 
themſelves. Beſides, we are in a country 
- where it is theeſtabliſhed cuſtom for the greateſt 
ſharper to trick the reſt. This city, in fact, 
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is the chief academy of the beſt ſubjects of our 
empire. Turn your head a little on the right 
fide, added the metamorphoſed> hermit, and 
obſerve thoſe two perſons who are talking 
warmly: together. That large lubbard, with a 
buttery phiz, is a Provincial: his name is DA- 
MAT, and all his buſineſs is to look out for 
novices in the art of gaming. Wherever he 
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goes, he ſets up for fale both his wife and his 1 5 
religion: but as neither of them is of any great = 
value, he does not diſdain to be the Mercury 1 
of thoſe who are willing to employ him. His 1 
capacity, though pretty extenſive in the art ß 
intrigues, is yet nothing in compariſon of that TH 
of the young man who is with him. Their 4 
friendſhip began in Holland. Obſerve with „ 
what heat they talk together. The ſubject of ul | 
their converſation is a- certain mantua-maker, | | . 
who has heaped together a great deal of riches, Its 
and whom they are reſolved to have the pick- 1 
ing of. The meaſures they take are in- 4 
fallible: the poor girl will at once loſe both her = 


honour and her fortune, after which death will 


ſoon ſend her into our dominionss. & 
But how is it poſſible, cried I, that a young 0 
woman ſhould be ſo weak as not to diſtruſt a 344 
$8 , . 1 
phyſiognomy ſo ſuſpicious as that of our Provin- a 1 
cial? It will not be he, anſwered AsTARoTH, 11 
that ſhall do the buſineſs; all his preſent em- 4.0 
ployment is to go in queſt of new game. His WA 
wife aſſiſts him with a great deal of art; and | 
the young man, who takes the reſt on himſelf, 1 
will perform his part with wonderful addreſs. 1 
1 
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His deceitful countenance, his inſinuating air, 


his enchanting prattle, make him ſure of his an 
prey. Indeed he very ſeldom fails of ſucceſs. N 


His trains ſometimes are ſo well laid, that I 1 
ſhould not bluſh to own myſelf the author of 65 
them cven in hell. But very lately he found me 
the ſecret of getiing into the confidence of a no- a 


bleman of Geneva, whom he ruined with ſo | ka 
much cunning, that the poor gentleman aſham- . 


| ed of what had paſled, thought i it his beſt way 75 
ö to leave Paris without giving notice of it even wa 
. to his ſervants. The affair happened in this f 5 
f manner. | of 
Tue nobleman we ſpeak of, whoſe name is FE 
| the baron de PLANTAMoUR, is a very rich | lite 
and amiable young fellow. He came to viſit 4 

| this city, and ſpent his time in admiring all the 75 


rarities worthy the curioſity of a man of plea- = the 
ſure. As he quartered in one of the moſt | 
_ creditable inns, where nobcdy uſually came but N 
perſons who were unſuſpected, he was not long f hir 
in getting a great number of acquaintance. A- 1 


mong others, he entred into a ſtrict friendſhip 1 

with a rich merchant of Languedoc, Who was 1 

in high credit with the bankers of Paris, and ph 

very well known in the inn, where he had 1 

| lodged ſeveral times. - | N he 
1 * This merchant, to a very open and eng 1 
j ing behaviour, added a thouſand valuable qu 2 ver 


j ties, which, made his company ſought after. | Ts 
| As he had travelled over all Europe, and been | ©; 
| ſeveral times in Holland, fortune had thrown | 

bim, on different occaſions, into the converſa- 
* tion 
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tion of the young man, whom you ſee diſcour- 
ſing with DAM AT. Ap1, that is the fellow's 
name, was ever ready to thruſt himſelf for- 
wards, and took the firſt opportunity to meet 
our merchant abroad. Tho' he was in company 
with the baron de PLANTAMoUR, and many 
other gentlemen, our young adventurer, who 
has a very happy memory, fingled him out by 
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name, remembred he had ſeen him at his fa- 


ther'e houſe, and ſaluted him with all the im- 
pudence imaginable. When he mentioned his 
own name, the merchant, who knew nothing 
of his wicked life, nor the bad circumſtances 
his father was in, received him with great po- 


liteneſs. Ap1 never lets ſlip fo favourable an 


opportunity: he perceived the neceſſity of paf- 
ſing now for a man of importance, and told 


the merchant that he was private ſecretary to 
a miniſter of ſtate: then, by coldly inviting him 


and the baron his friend to come and ſup with 
him, he got himſelf engaged to go and ſpend 
the evening with them. 
TheGenevanand Languedocian were both of 
a ſprightly temper, and no enemies to gallantry. 
API, more ſubtle than many ſubjects of our 
empire, took them by their foible, boaſted that 
he enjoyed the favour of a certain dutcheſs, 
and offered to make them known to her. E- 
very night, ſays he, towards twelve o'clock, 
I go to the garden of the palace royal. As they 
ſhut the gates about that time, when all the 
company is gone out, the dutcheſs, who has a 
private door from her houſe into this garden 
always 
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always punctually comes there, wich one of her 
ſiſters and a chambermaid, who are both yet 
more beautiful than herſelf, but paſs away their 
moments very poorly together, while madam 
and ] are in the moſt exquiſite tranſports. Ei- 
ther ] am very much miſtaken, continued he, 
or I can dare aſſure you that they will receive 
with joy the propoſition that I ſhall make them, 


of helping each of them to an amiable lover, 


and a lover by ſo much the more ſecret as he 
will not know them, for ſo you muſt pretend 
not todo. This night, with your conſent, I will 


fet the negociation on foot, and if it ſucceeds, 


as I make no queſtion it will, you may accom- 
pany me thither to-morrow night. 

The propoſed adventure was too ſingular, 
not to excite the curioſity. of our ſtrangers. 
They declared their acceptance of it; and the 
next night young API did not fail to wait on 
them, and let them know that they ſhould ve- 


ry ſoon be as happy as himſelf. Imagine what 


preparations the amorous-baron, and his friend 
the merchant, made for this meeting. All that 


art could furniſh them with, to ſet off their 


perſons to advantage, was employed in their 


dreſs. The baron, as the richeſt of the three, 
and the beſt ſtocked with jewels, made the moſt 


brilliant figure. At the appointed hour they 
all came together to the place of rendezvous ; 
the gates were ſhut, and three ladies in rich 


diſhabille immediately appeared. AP1's apple, 
was the watch word, which was no ſooner given 


by one of theſe nocturnal beauties, but our 


three 
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three cavaliers came up to them. Every cou- 
ple ſoon grew familiar; one to one was an equal 
match, and they paſſed awzy ſome hours with 
the utmoſt ſatisfaction. At laſt, when day be- 
gan to peep, the ladies thought it time to retire, 
and the hopes of renewing their pleaſure the 
following night, ſeemed to leave a dclightful 
impreſſion on all the partics, The gallants were 
led ſilently out of the palace, and avout three 
o'clock in the morning they found themſelves in 
the Rue de Richelieu. | 

As young Ap could not, at this unſeaſona- 
ble hour, go home to the miniſter's whoſe ſe- 
cretary he called himſelf, he propoſed to the 
baron and his friend to ſpend a few hours at a 
coffee-houſe he knew, and where he was cer- 
tain, he told them, of petting in when he plea- 
ſed. They refufed to comply, and invited him, 
on the contrary, to give them his company to 


their inn, where their ſervants ſat up for them. 


AP1, who had projected his whole plan, 
made ſome objections to retard the time, and 
kept them ſtanding in the ſtreet, to relate ſeve- 
ral particluars of his amours with his dutcheſs. 
They were at laſt juſt upon the point of parting, 
when three well dreſſed gentlemen came along 


the ſame ſtreet, whom the young impoſtor pre- 


tended to know, and ſaid one was a Count, 


the other a Marquis, and the third a Knight. He 


added to theſe titles, the names of families wel! 
known, in order to prevent all ſuſpicion. 
By heavens ! cried he, with a foppiſh tone, 1 


muſt enquire where theſe rakes have becn. 
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As they came nearer, he advanced towards 
them, and addrefling himſelf; directly to him 
that made the beſt appearance : Marquis, ſays 
he, may one make bod to afk you what gallant 
adventure has made you ramble the ſtreets at 
this time of night? This queſtion was followed 
by many others, till the three accidental gen- 
tlemen joined in company with AP and his two 
friends. It was then quickly known that the 
_ Chevalier dwclt juſt by, and a propoſition was 
made to go to his houſe, in order to give one 
another an account how they had all paſſcd 


their time. It was in vain for the baron and 


the merchant to oppoſe the motion: They had 
to-do with people who had too much intereſt 
in ſecuring their company, and they were o- 
bliged to ſubmit to their importunity. 51 
It was happy for the Languedocian, that he 
did not want for preſence of mind. Under 
pretence of ſtopping a moment at the corner of 
a ſtreet, he found means to get off, and retire 


to his lodging, where he informed the baron's 


domeſticks that he had left their maſter in good 
company. The honeſt merchant was very ſin- 
cere in what he ſaid: far from ſuſpecting the 
danger his friend was in, his only reaſon for 
leaving him, was to write ſome letters which 
his buſineſs made neceſſary. The baron, for 
his part, who knew the merchant to be a man 
of ſincerity, and was acquainted with his at- 
fairs, was leſs ſurprized at his quitting the com- 
pany, than at the manner in which he got a- 
way. Perſwaded that he was in the hands of 
gentle 
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gentlemen, he thought it his duty to excuſe his 


friend, and alledge'in_his favour all the reaſens 


that he thought the moſt plauſible, to reconcile 
them to his deſertion. 


Though the ſharpers were really moitified 
at having loſt a part of their prey, they yet 


pretended to take the thing well, and in a man- 
ner ſuitable to the characters they repreſented. 
The chevalier, to ſupport the honours of his 
houſe, ordered a cold collation to be ſet before 
his gueſts, and called for flaſks of wine in abun- 
dance; in emptying of which they all heartily 

joined, and no man more ſo than our baron. 
After they had eat and drank their fill, cards 


were brought on the table, and one of the 


company propoſed a game at lanſquent. The 
baron de PLAN TAM OUR, whoſe head was 
warmed with the wine, came into the propo- 


ſition without the leaſt demur. In a word, the 


artifice of the four impoſtors, aſſiſted by their 
good fortune, made him loſe, in leſs than two 
hours, all his ready money and all his jewels, 
without exception even his watch, his cane, 
his ſword, and a goldtweezer that had his arms 
engraved on it. 


Our too credulous baron coming to himſelf, 


after this great loſs, could perccive eafily 
that there was ſomething more than good 
luck in the manner of play which the pretended 
noblemen he was with had made uſe of, But 
all the miſchief was done, and his ſword, which 
he knew well how to uſe, was no longer in his 


power. In vain did he offer to redeem that, 


and 
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and his other principal moveables, by a note of 
hand, payable in twenty four hours; they on- 
1y laughed at him, andobliged him to be gone, 
unleſs he would run a greater riſque than that 
of being ſtripped of his all. Enraged and a- 
ſhamed to ſee himſelf the dupe of ſuch deſpi- 
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cable ſcoundrels, he had not reſolution to take 


the neceſſary means of bringing them to ſignal 
and exemplary juſtice, This experiment had 
made him wiſe, and he choſe rather to ſuppreſs 
his choler, than to communicate it. to perſons 


who perhaps would have made it publick, and 


have taken the liberty moreover of diverting 


themſelves at his expence. He reſolved to ſet 
out the ſame day for Geneva, his native place, 
and with that view applied himſelf to a friend 
he could confide in, who furniſhed him with 
what money he wanted for his jouruey, and 
took on himſelf the charge of ſending after him 
his b4zzage and his ſervants. Yet all theſe 
precautions were not ſufficient to prevent the 


publication of this affair. The merchant, who 


thought his honour in ſome meaſure concerned 
in it, took it in hand, and proſecuted it vigo- 
rouſly : but the officers of juſtice pay no regard 
to his remonſtrances, except when he delivers 
them with money in hand. As he has no 
proof againſt Ari and his accomplices, and 
founds his proſecution merely on report, the 
only effect of his complaints will be, to make 
his purſe ſomewhat the lighter. 
In the meantime Ap1, hardened as he 
dreads the conſequence of this affair. He is ping 
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ng with DAMAT in what manner to deceive 
the rich mantua-maker I mentioned, in order 


to make off with her ſpoils. They will bring 
the matter to bear before a week 1s at an end, 


. and the fellow now before us takes it for grant- 


ed, that he ſhall get a hundred piſtoles clear by 


| this ſpecimen of his art. 


1 
| 


How it will pleaſe me, cried I, if the ill-look- 


you may make yourſelf as merry with him as 


you pleaſe beforehand ; for the poor dog will 
not get a half-penny by the bargain. Ay1, who 
has ten times the cunning of him, will lull him 
to ſleep with his different ſchemes, while he 
cCarries off the girl, and all her effects, without 
letting him know a word of the matter. So 
much the better, ſaid I, Apf then will play 
the part of a fox, and DAMAr that of the 
cat, who with her paw takes the cheſnuts out 
of the fire. The rogue deſerves well to be 
bit of a ſalary, which is the wages of ſo much 
ſin: but J pity the poor girl without knowin 
huer, and, if it was in my power, I would glad- 
ly avert ſrom her the misfortunes that hang 
oyer her head. 


Fie upon you, chevalier | anſwered As A- 


nor: you muſt diveſt yourſelf of all ſuch 
| ſentiments of humanity. Take my word for 
it, fir, you muſt have a very good ſtock of 
' compaſſion, to exert it in behalf of all who 
ſeem to deſerve it. Look a little before you 
there, and note well that company of citizens, 
# LT Obſerve 
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Obſerve the tall man that walks in the midſt of 
them, with a black coat and perruque. That 
is an eccle ſiaſtic metamorphoſed to a bookſeller, 
Who keeps the famous ſhop over- againſt St BE- 
NE DIC T's cloiſter, If I was to give you an 
account of all the families he has ruined, by pre- 
tending to ſerve them, I ſhall furniſh matter 
for a volume in folio. Tho? he has taken in a 
great many of his brethren in foreign countries, 
by ſelling them old books under new titles, he 
has never got near ſo much bybookſelling as by 
lending on mortgages or pledges at an exorbi- 
tant intereſt. All this while you would take 
him, by his looks and converſation, to be one 
of the moſt formidable enemies of our empire. 
No man, in outward appearance, has more ſtrict 
honour : yet no man knows better the art of 
picking your feathers, without permitting you 
to make any noiſe. By this means he has 
amaſled very large ſums, a part of which on] 
brings him an income of thirty thouſand livres 
per annum. As he 1s very covetous, and 
would never marry for fear of charges, all 
His wealth will deſcend to nephews, who wait 
impatiently for his deccaſe, in order to make 
another uſe of it than he has done. 

Carry your eye a little farther, and obſerve 
the large company, compoſed of men and wo- 
men, and ſome who look neither like the one 
nor the other. That abbe, whoſe hairs being to 

row grey, 1s well received in the beſt houſes in 
Paris, tho' he is publickly known for the father 
of two children, which his own ſiſter has me 
1 the 


the pains to bring into the world. The poor 
girl, who is run mad for remorſe of con- 
ſcience, is kept cloſely confined, and paſſes 
away her time in the moſt deplorable manner; 
while the good- brother, by way of conſolation 


for his loſs, regales himſelf with that little 


brown bit that you ſee there by his fide. 

That other abbe, who is ſo ſprucely pow- 
dered out, and whoſe gallantries are ſhocking 
to all that hear of them, is a prieſt without 


religion, who has tried every trade he knew of 


for torty years paſt, which is the time he has 
been in the world. 'Like a true cameleon, 


he firſt quitted the band for the ſword and the 


cocka de, and then abandoned that for the habit 
of a beriedictine, and the religion of a monk. He 


'viſiced ſeveral countries, and behaved in them 
all with ſo little prudence, that, if it had not 


been for the help of my brethren, he had died 


ignominiouſly on a gallows. Having eſcaped 


a public execution, he returned into France, 


where the protection of an illuſtrious princeſs, 
who values merit wherever ſhe ſecs it, at pre- 


ſent ſecures him from all proſecutions. He has 
now reſumed his religion, found the ſecret of 


changing his order, of battening at his eaſe, and 
even of making his company coveted by per- 
ſons of quality; tho' not one of them is ig- 
norant that he lives with a creature, who has 
been the outcaſt of a number of worthleſs fel- 
lows of his own profeſſion. 


I know the man well As r ARO TH, anſwer- 


ed I, of whom you are ſpeaking, He has ac 
L 


quired 
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quired ſome reputation by his well-digeſted 
ard very amuſing writings. His faults are de- 
teſted, I acknowledge it; but his converſation 
15 admiced, for the ſake of which all his little 
irregularities are eaſily over-looked. For my 
part, I cannot but think he has ſuffered ſuffi- 
ciently for what he, has done, and that 
the perſon who preſerved him from a halter, 


would have rendered him a much more eonſide- 


Table ſervice, if he could have ſecured him from 
ever falling again in the ſame unhappy and 
; ſ candalous manner. 

It ought by no means to ſurpriſe you that 
| he could not, replied my quondam HERMIT. 
Tho? our power be pretty extenſive, yet it is 


not ſufficient to make us the maſters of future 


events. Even fince the world has exiſted, there 
has reigned a perpetual war between you men, 
and the people of my ſpecies, in which, tho' 
we are moſt commonly victors, yet are we 
ſometimes vanquiſhed. If we could foreſce 
every thiug, chevalier, you mortals would all 
wiſh to be in our condition; whereas there is 
nothing that men now ſo much dread, as a 
tranſition from their ſtate to ours, tho? ed 
they all act in ſuch a manner, as that very 
few of them go any other way. _ 

But who, ſaid I, is that effeminate young 
fellow with reddiſh. hair, that ſeems to carry 
himſelf ſo haughtily ? That, anſwers As T A- 
ROTH, is Don I. B. A. P. VasqQues DE 
 HERmMILLosAs, eſq; lord of Herbencour, &c. 


Hold! cried I ; what a number of names pod 
titles 
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titles you are giving indeed. Without queſtion 
he is a true born Spaniard.—Verily, chevalier, 


not he: but it was in Spain, where he lived 
miſerably for many years, that he aſſumed theſe 
titles, ſpaniolized his name, put the Don be- 


fore it, and took on him the lofty air ſo natu- 


ral to that nation: Paris however is the place 
of his nativity. He is the ſon of a woman who 
had wit enough to procure him ſeveral fathers. 


Beſides the commonly reputed one, two gen- 


tlemen of fortune took that honour on them - 
ſelves. The good lad ml knew how to make 
credulity, and found 


ſums, part of which ſhe ſpent herſelf, and the 


.remainder the ſon is lately come into poſſeſſion 
of, his mother dying very a propos to raiſe him 
from the loweſt degree of poverty. As he has 
been uſed to live by his wits, and is now re- 
ſolved never to pay one of his debts, his de- 
ſign is to travail in the character of a gentleman: 


but I give him only two years to make a figure 


in, after which he will plunge again into great- 
er miſery than that which ſurrounded him be- 


fore his mother's death. 
Do you ſee that dapper eccleſiaſtic, who is 


going in at the Carmelite's gate? Is it not, ſaid 
I, the celebrated preceptor-general of the 
public? The very man, anſwered my guide; 
the very individual abbe de FRE, the moſt , 


intriguing of mankind, and who ſurpaſſes all 
for a ſubtile imagination. 
many dupes in his life, that he now paſſes for 
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a magician among thoſe of bis own habit. It 


is a thouſand pities he is not always ſucceſsful. 


Some time ago he failed in a very maſterly at- 


tempt, - thro! the addreſs of a famous merchant, 


who proved more cunning than he. This ce- 


lebrated author, in love with certain notes 


that he had made upon ſome antient writer, 
and more in love with a coarſe ſatirical dedica- 


tien that he had prefixed to them, addreſſed to 


the prince of modern poets under a borrowed. 


name, found the art of ſctting his work ſo well 
off to a very rich man, that he obtained from 
him a letter of credit into Holland, 'whither 


he was going, to receive ſuch money there as 


he ſhould want for the beautiful impreſſion of 
this extraordinary book. He was At fitſt very 


well received there, till the merchant, to whom 


he was recommended, having diſcovered that 
the abbe's intention was to appropriate to him- 
ſelf the whole edition, and fend it privately a- 
broad for his own advantage, he took ſuch ef- 
fectual meaſures, and put them in execution 
with ſo much prudence, that Monſieur found 
himſelf grievouſly out in his reckoning, at the 
very moment when he thought his ſtratagem 


infallible; and thus taught mankind, at his 


own expence, how dangerous it is to attempt 
the circumvention of thofe who wore more ſub- 
tle than themſelves. He has fince indeed pretty 
well revenged his ill ſucceſs upon a great number 
of others; but as all his tricks would take up too 
much time in the relation, I chuſe rather to 
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turn to ſome of thoſe other perſons who ſtand a- 
round us. 
Obſerve that fine oentleman there, who ap- 


pears ſo richly dreſſed. He is a riding maſter 


of great reputation, whoſe generous ſoul in- 
c:ines him to ſpend another's fortune as if it 
was his own. The gaiety which you ſee ex- 
panded all over his face, proceeds from his hav- 


ing. lately made a conveyance of certain effects 
he was never poſſeſſed of, by which means he has 


gat a diſcharge for above a hundred thouſand 
crowns. His wife, who is very rich, but 
would never pay any of his debts, has juſt now 
ſet him upon his lags. Now he is in better 
circumſtances than ever, he begins again to run 
in debt, as knowing he has nothing more to 


do, . when he comes to a freſh pinch, but to de- 


clare himſelf a ſecond time inſolvent, and make 
a new ccffion of his goods. That lady, all de- 
plaiſtered wich red and white, to whom he ad- 
vances with ſo much reſpect, is a woman of 
pleaſure, who will this night ſurrender to his 
deſires ws a bill of two thoufand crowns. 
The tall man whom you ſee at a little diſtance 
from them, and who ſeems ſo very poor, had 
never been in that miſcrable condition, had 
not fortune too rapidly favoured him. Drunk 
with the overflowing cup, which he has thought 
could never be exhauſted, he gave himſelf up 
to a courſe of luxury which has reduced him to 


the neceſſity of aſking, alms of thoſe who paſs | 


by. Amongſt the many numbers who had 
felt the good 


effects of his affluence, ſcarce does 
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he find one that now extends to him the cha- 
ritable hand. They fly him like a man infected 
with ſome contagious diſtemper; and good rea- 
ſon have they for ſo doing, becauſe in a nation 
where all men's thoughts are employed about 
pleaſures and good living, there is no vice ſo 
horrible as miſery, there is no evil ſo much to 
be dreaded as want of money. 5 
As r AROTEH now ſeemed to ogle a great 
many other perſons, with whoſe adven- 
tures doubtleſs he was going to entertain me, 
when II ſuddenly interrupted him, to put him 
in mind of his promiſe. The evening, ſays I, 
comes on apace: I am in great want of ſome- 
thing to eat, and not leſs impatient to be at the 
hotel 'E**, Notwithſtanding my importu- 
nity, he was very loth to comply with my re- 
queſt, Whata pity it is, ſays he, to leave this 
charming walk, juſt at the time when it begins 
to be full of company! What an adven- 
ture could I now relate to you, would you 
but lend me your caralittle! Every thing 
round us is exquiſite and charming! Look at 
that lady all covered with diamonds, who paſ- 
ſes along by us + ſhould not you take her for a 
princeſs of the blood royal? But alas! ſhe is no- 
thing leſs than that. Her huſband, from a pe- 
triwig maker, is become a farmer of the exciſe, 
whch has made him ſo immenſely rich, that he 
now vies with the firſt men in the kingdom. 
The gentleman at her left, is a perſon of high 
birth, but very ſmall fortune. i All his aim is 
to mend the latter, by marrying that young 
N lady 
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| outa promiſe of paying generouſly for them,. 


of her miſtreſs. Miſs, who has not a bit leſs 


at the mother's expence, and agreeable to her 
advice, who ſhall furniſh her with what mo- 


employed againſt herſelf, But the young gen- 
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lady which is on the other ſide, and who is 10 
the daughter and only heireſs of the farmer's 0 | 
wife. This affair has been a long while in 19 
his head, and he perfectly doats with ruminat- 14 
ing on it. Madam, who has a reſpect for him, 1 
takes the utmoſt pains todiſcover the cauſe of his 1 


melancholy: but the cavalier has not yet truſted 1 
the ſecret with any b dy, except miſs herſelf, i 
(who is very prudent,) and one chambermaid, 

whom he bribes beyond his ability, to engage her 
to keep alive the ſacred fire of love in the heart 


inclination than her mother had at the ſame 
age, is reſolved to tread exactly in her ſteps. In 
a very little, while her lover ſhall carry her off, 


ney ſhe wants, without knowing it is to be 


tleman's fidelity will be of ſhort duration: 4 
clandeſtine marriage will utterly ruin him, and 
all who have any hand in it. This affair will 
even become ſo important, that all Europe 
ſhall take part in it. 

let us now turn, and examine that pretty 
young lady who walks towards the parterre, in 
company with a knight of Malta. She is a fe- 
male dutch merchant, immenſely rich. A di- 
minutive little fellow, without a farthing of 
money, found the ſecret of charming her, with 
verſes that he bought upon truſt ; but not with- 


in caſe he ſucceeded. His marriage having been 
L4 celebrated, 
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celebrated, the mean: ſpirited raſcal, dazzled 
with his wealth, forgot the poet who was au- 


thor both of his verſes and his fortune: but 
the latter, whom no man could ever injure 


without feeling his revenge, found. means to 
decoy his debtor. to his own houſe, and there, 


with a knife held to his throat, extorted from 
him a bond for the ſum he demanded. The 


new-married man, who had been influenced 
by fear only, was no ſooner out of danger, 


than he commenced a ſuit, and had the poet 


arreſted. Unhappily he was in a country where 


| nothing could be done witbout proof: the 
iff could produce none, and the defendant 


plant 
{et forth his cauſe with ſo much preſence of 
mind, that he came off with triumph, and got 
of the merchant very large expences, beſides 


ſuch conſiderable damages, that he was obliged 
to break, and fly the country. The young 
lady, who repented her having taken a huſband 


of ſo little prudence, uſed him with the con- 
tempt he deſerved, and ſupplies her loſs of him 
with the company of that gentleman who is by 
her, and whom ſhe amply furniſhes with all 
the means of luxury. As the huſband too ſpends 
very freely, their ſtock viſibly diminiſhes eve- 
ry day: ſo that if death does not prevent them 
in time, they will be reduced to the ſame con- 
dition they were once in. 5 | 


But, good lord As TAROT EH, ſaid J again, 
Lam in a worſe ſituation than you imagine; 
I am really ſo very weak, that I doubt I 
have not ſtrength enough to go home to my 
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own lodging, Well anſwered he, let 
us go into the firſt public houſe we come to 
then, and never mind the expence we run to, 
b:cauſe we know how to make it up by-and- 
by. He had no ſooner done ſpeaking, but we 
went towards the gate, juſt by which we en- 
tered into a famous houſe of entertainment, 
where we called about us like perſons of great 
importance. T had lived fo very indifferent!y 
for ſome time paſs'd, and all they brought up- 
on table was ſo well dreſſed, that I could not 
ſatisfy my appetite.  ASTAROTH ſtared at me 
with admiration. What a pity is it, ſaid he, 
that we are obliged to leave this place — What 
can we do, anſwered I? When one has no cer- 
tain income, one muſt reſolve to get a living 
in any way whatſoever. Let us go then, ſince 
fortune calls us, and neglect nothing that may 
render her propitious to our wiſhes. 
This ſhort heroic ſally was occaſioned by the 
exquiſite meats and rich wines, which - we had 
not ſpafed in the leaſt. As we had hired a 
coach for all the evening, we were very ſoon 
at the hotel d'E*#, dis ASTAROTH played 


with ſo much ſucceſs, that when the gameſters 176 
broke up, we found ourſelves near a hundred 1 
Louis's in pocket. This was a very conſiderable wil 


ſum for a trial; and the bankers, who thought 
they knew what they were about, ſeemed ſur- 
prized at it. Perhaps they ſuſpected my faith- 


ful As TARO TH to be a dealer in the black 119 


art: but, however that might be, they earneſtly 
bergen of him neyer to ſet foot within, their li- 
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men who compoſe that numerous aſſembly, are 
inhabited by ſpirits of my ſpecies. I was in the 


fore I puſhed my fortune all at once. Have 


Jewels ?=Of my jewels! cried I, with ſurpriſe. 
tricked of them by the Marquis Damois ! 


was your own fault that you ran any hazard at 
all. If you. had quitted the city in time, the jew- 
eller muſt have put up with his loſs, and you 

Marquis. But à propos to that ſharper; Do you 


while we were walking together? The prin- 
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berties again, and marked him out to the Swiſs, 
who kept the door, as a very dangerous member 
to their academy. When we came to my lodg- 
ings, I was going to enter into diſcourſe with 
him about what had pafled ; but the DEMoN 
ſtopped me, What, ſaid he, do you think I have 
nothing elſe to do every night, but to employ 
myſelf in this manner ? You are ignorant, che- 


valier, what a dangerous place that gaming ta- N 


ble is to me, and how I have expoſed myſelf to 
ferve you. Above three parts in four of the 


utmoſt danger of being diſcovered, and there- 
you not enough to ſatisfy your preſent deſires ? 


is there not left in your power another conſide- 
rable reſource ? why do you not diſpoſe of your 


Did not I inferm you in what manner I was 
that what I now have in my hands are unſale- 
able? and what dangers I was expoſed to after 


having ſold them to a jeweller ? all that ſignifies 
nothing, replied my quondam HERMIT. It 


would have had no room to complain of the 
know that he was arreſted yeſterday for debt, 
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ceſs, who found in him at firſt a pleaſing lover, 
has lately expelled him her bank, and will no 
longer bear the mention of his name. It is: 
lucky for him that his chymiſtry, which is 
the {ience he profeſſes, has acquired him the 
protection of the chief prince of our empire. It 
will be thro? this reſource that he ſhall regain 


| his liberty; but ſo far from being able to ſup- 


port the figure he has hitherto made, he ſhall 
leave his priſon only to become a fopitive among 
the antient Batavians, where his tricks being 
unknown, his chymical {Kill may get him a' 
living. I intend to conduct you into the ſame 
country, this we are in not being ſufficiently 
fafe for my poor particular, becauſe - it is peſte- 
red with more devils ełrant than. any other 
land in the univerſe. | 


CHAP. vn 


Kea of FY Author. By the Advice: of A - 


AR OH be decerves bis counterfeit” 
Friend, ſells his falſe Jewels for good 
_ enes, and fets ou! for Holland. A Pe. 
- ſeriptian of that Count. 


# 


* ſtrong paſiion for raves has always 
made me receive with i fort of tranſport 
every propoſition that had any tendency that 
way. ASTAROKH fpoke to me of a coun- - 


—' — — 
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try which I knew by reading only; I was over- 
joyed to think of viſiting it myſelf, . and only 
aſked of him a few days delay to ſatisfy my va- 
nity. Though my ſtock was not very conſide- 
rable, and amounted to no more than ten thou- 
ſand franks, I yet ventured to hire a very ſplen- 
did equipage, and took into my ſervice as ma- 
ny ;domeſticks as if I had had a hundred thoufand 
ftanks per annum to expend. This pompous 
appearance very ſoon produced the deſired ef- 


fect I wiſhed for: my ſriends, that had been e- 


clipſed to me, became viſible again in an in- 


ſtant, and I was propoſmg to give myſelf the 


ſatisfaQtion, of reproaching their ingratitude and 
inconſtancy, when As TARO TH prevented me 
by a piece of advice worthy of , himſelf. 


All theſe fellows that make their + to 


you, ſaid he, are no better than ſo many down- 
right thieves, whoſe only aim is at your poc- 
| ket. You have experienced how much you have 
been hurt by ypur generoſity towards them, 
and therefore ought now to look upon them as 
your debtors, and to find means to pay yourſelf 
with intereſt all the long ſums they owe you. 
It is a very common thing among them to of- 
ſer to thoſe they imagine have no need of it: 
you muſt pretend therefore that you have a 
mind to try them, 'and borrow of them all you 


can, without any other engagement than your 


word for repaying them again in a few days. 
ASTAROTH had, too. much , dominion over 
my mind not to make all the impreſſion there 


| | The Devil Hermit, £ 24 1 | \ | 
7 he deſired : I .came readily i into his project, and ; 


promiſed to put it in execution; and as I had 1 
| him continually for my ndr, I acquitted 1 
- © myſelf with ſo much addreſs, that in leſs than 10 
- © a month I redoubled my capital, without in- TY 
© cluding my expences, which ran very high. This 14 
ſtep being taken, I made no ſcruple of cheating j 9 
1230 honeſt uſurer, who lent me twenty-five thou- "2 
; | fand livres upon my counterfeit jewels, which he 1 
took for real ones. We then ſet out immediately — 1 
for Batavia, without loſing any more time, and |} 
- | were both extremely well ſatisfied; I, that T had 2 | 
> duped my relations, and all my rend and ac- Wh 
| | quaintance, with ſo much art; and As TARO TH, Wl 
> = for the good ſucceſs of his diabolical counſels, | iN 
. To prevent my being diſcovered b any one, | { 
> | T had the precaution to diſcharge all my do- 1 
- = meſticks. My .unfrocked H ERMI T would 1 
not even permit me to take any others, 100 
> offering to wait upon me himſelf on the road, bf. 


„ and in all the towns where we made any ſtay. 
> In this condition we advanced. by large ſtages, 1% 
fand the ſecond day we alighted on a high tower, . 


on the borders of the country we were bound 148 
, MM for The prudent AS TAROT H bad furniſhed 198 
- © Himſelf with an excellent teleſcope, which he 144. 
\ | Hftoleſomewhere unknown to me. lere, ſays 1 
i he, putting it into my hand, is ſomewhat to 1 
a muſe you with. Take a view of all the places 1 
. = that are within the reach of this glafs, and give Wh 
me your opinion of them. I perceive, faid 8 
I., after having looked through it, a very fine i. 
= level Wy all the lands of which are culti- {18 

1 | vaten Ii 
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vated: with a care that ſeems to produce an 1 

abundance. So many beautiful and large cities, | Y* 
which look as if they touched each other, the | © 
ſtately houſes that compoſe them, the vaſt and . 3 


magnificent edifices with which they are adorn= | 1 

ed, all theſe give me the idea of a happy and 7 7, 
benevolent people, who have enriched them. Þ 75 
ſelves by labour, and who now gather in peace | 5 
the fruits of all their toils. Sach a country, in! l 

my opinion, deferves our utmoſt attention; and 
Jam very much inclined to make ſome ſtay N 
there, before we proceed. Never think of any „ Po 


| ſuch thing, replied my quondam Hermit, | in 
be satisfied with what you have already feen, 115 
| | which is all indeed worth ſeeing. The country | 5 
is in fact what it appears, extenſive, fertile, a» | =Þ* 
bounding with all things neceſſary for the pre- 3 
| ſervation of mortals, and filled with fine ; ' 
| eitics at a ſmall diſtance from each other; but | he 
| theſe cities, formerly ſo flouriſhing, are become I 2 


| deſart, through the bad policy of thoſe who |. 
have been entruſted with the government of | 
them, All the men of fortune, who had it | *© 


[ in their power to make money circulate, have 7 

| abandoned theſe parts, and there is now little 3 

| to be ſeen in the country but juſt the tillage of - 
the carth. Thoſe who live in the cities ſpend * 
their days in luxurious indolence, which not thi 
only makes them uſeleſs to ſociety, but fo ve- pe. 
ry proud withal as to think themſelves ſuperior 45 
to the reſt of mankind. This ſovereign con- ne. 


tempt which they have for all ſtrangers, and 
1 
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very high opirtion of themſelves, have made all 
commerce with them inſupportable. (FORTY 
But turn your telleſcope towards the north, 


and behold a ſpectacle worthy of your curioſity. 


I did ſo, and, deceived by the weakneſs' of my 


fight, cried out with aſtoniſhment, what do I 
ſee there! Oh fatal defolation!' A city lar 
than all I have ever feen, ſwallowed up by the 
waves! What immenſe riches are there ſunk to 


the bottom] How many miſerable mortals have 
paid dearly for their raſnneſs, in venturing to 


inhabit ſuch a country as this !— Did I not tell 
you, interrupted A8TAROTH, that I would 


ſhow you ſomething worthy of your curioſity ? 
But what augments the beauty of the proſpect 
is this, that all you behold is nothing leſs real 
than what you imagine it to be. That city, 
which ſeems ſo enormouſly large, is only a col- 


lection of many cities that ſtand near each 
other, and which their vicinity, through the 
optic glaſs, make you take for one continued 
ſeries of building. The country, by its low fi- 
tuation, in many places lower than the ſurface 
of the water, looks at a diſtance as if it was 
_ drowned ; yet it is in fact very far from being 
fo. Before night comes I will oy you into 


this country, and give you fome idea of the 
people who inhabit it. I have only one re- 
mark to make before we proceed on our jour- 
ney. Direct your eye along the large ſtreet 
there, which faces this tower. Obſerve the 
great number of foreigners that are haſtening 


towards the poſt office. He in the middle, 


whoſe 
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whoſe. garments glitter with gold, is a. marquis 


who has lately had the addreſs to make himſelf | per | 
maſter of near a million, which he is now g0- 1 150 
ing to ſecure in a privileged city, very com- N 
modious for thoſe whom we devils protect. By ; 3 
only paying a very moderate fine, a public 3 A, 
cheat may make a figure. there at the ex- | 7 
pence of. thoſe he has el through their cre- [ by 1 
dulity. There are two of theſe privileged | 9 
cities in the country we are juſt ready to enter. 1 
The diverting hiſtories they furniſh us with | of J 


are ſo very numerous, that I could have where- E: 
withal to entertain you with them as long as ; 


| you had the patience to hear me: but there are = 
| many things to be previouſly conſidered, and WC 2 
E have at preſent no time to Joſe. ae 
My infernal guide had no ſooner furniſhed 2 

theſe words, but he took me up like a, pack * 


upon his ſhoulders, and cleft the air with ſuch 


| yoga, that in leſs than two minutes he fat © mn 
ö Wn in a large city, which he told me | p he 
700 the capital of a now united N if 
ö into one community he prodigious hurry . ble 
q that ſeemed to reign throughout this flouriſhing Þ buſ 
4 city was to me the more ſurpriſing, as I had ſap 
| been, taught, by the account of travellers, to 105 
| look upon the natives of the whole country | this 


in no better light than the camels of Aſia.— For- 1 
ſake, ſaid. ASTAROT H, that error of yours I Br 


| ve are now in that little ſpot of the globe, * 
| - where induſtry is employed to the greateſt e. 
| advantage. Its inhabitants, . a fort of amphi- feel 
bious people, are as much i in their element by = 
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ſea as by land. They regard no hazard where 


they have a proſpect of getting riches, or of 
improving thoſe” they already enjoy. Every 
thing here is in motion; people of the higheſt, 
as well as of the loweſt rank, are equally., ad- 
dicted to labour : even the greateft part of the 
women are capable of carrying on large negocia- 
tions. Do you not perceive, in every indivi- 
dual of both ſexes, an almoſt incredible acti- 
vity ? Look at that building, on the back-ſide 
of which is a repreſentation of the divinity that 
prefides there. It is the moſt frequented of all 
their temples ; the place where they moſt regu- 
larly aſſemble, and where they aſſiſt with the 
zreateſt devotion. There are none of your 
men in black to be ever ſeen, who receive 
wages to teach people their duty: the divinity 
itſelf is their inſtructor, and they truſt their 


own ſalvation entirely in their own hands. 
Every one acts according as he feels himſelf in- 


ſpired. Let us enter into the ſanctury, and, 
if poſſible, make our way acroſs this innumera- 
ble multitude of devotees. They are all ſo very 
buſy that they will take no notice of us. Ob- 


ſerve in what manner they behave, juſt as the 


love of intereſt animates all ther actions. Nox, 


thing is capable of diverting them from this 


grand point. 5 
But As TARO TRH, cried: I, methinks the 


zeal of theſe fanaticks is like to coſt me dear, 


unleſs you deliver me out of their hands. I 
feel myſelf elbowed on every ſide, and during 


the moment I have been here, am almoſt 


ſqucezed 
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ſqueezed to death. I ſeem as if I was in the 
midſt of a mob of demoniacks, and I much 
queſtion whether a mortal can ſuffer more in 
the place you are baniſhed from. Let us fly 
then, anſwered my guide, with all my heart ; 
for really I am fick of being among people who 
are more turbulent than myſelf. We will 


take a turn in the chief parts of the city, 


where every thing looks with a ſmiling aſpect. 


Obſerve thoſe avenues, thoſe canals, thoſe cu- 


rious buildings, and that univerſal propriety of 
all: theſe are entirely but ſo many fruits of the 
people's induſtry. This has carried them ſo 
far, that they may be ſaid to have made an in- 


chanted country of a place that was uninhabita- 


ble. They have even done more, chevalier. 
Weary of the yoke under which they lived, 
and which grew every day more inſupportable, 
they found the ſecret, contrary to all human 
probability, to ſhake it off their ſhoulders, and 
aroſe to the higheſt degree of power, by means 
which ſeemed inevitably to threaten their de- 
Auction. But the perſons who undertook, and 


accompliſhed ſuch great actions, were not the 


very individual men you now ſee. The glory 
of ſuch exploits is due only to a ſimple race of 
people, a people conſtant in their purpoſes, with- 
out luxury, enured to live on little, and to 
bear fatigues. They were the anceſtors of a 


ſmall part of thoſe who now inhabit the coun- 
try. But things are very much changed here 


within half-a century. The equitable laws 
introduced by the government, having OR 
E a ither 


247 The Devil Hermit 
* hither an infinite number of foreigners, luxury 
has likewiſe been brought in with them, and, 
thanks to our infernal ſovereign, vice has now 
the predominancy here over virtue. Not but 
that there are ſtill many men in the countiy truly 
great; but virtue being no longer honoured 
here, any more than in moſt other parts of the 
world, their merit ſhines with no luſtre, and 
is difficult to be diſcovered. 


CHAP. VII. 


Sequel of the preceding : Converſations of the 
Autbor with ASTAROTH, concerning 
ſeveral perſons, whom-they meet by chance. 

_ They paſs thro* divers cities. AsrTA- 
ROTH ig forced to take bis flight into a- 
not ber country. FL. 


HE beauty of the place T was in, could 
not for ſome time ſatiate my eyes. How- 


ever, as one grows weary by degrees of looking 


always on the ſame objects, AsTAROTH, who 
diſcovered my ſentiments, informed me that 

had ſeen every thing, for that there was no o- 
ther difference among the cities but in their 
nagnitude. What remains for me to give you 
an idea of, faid he, and which will appear 


to you ſurpriſing, is the indolence of the very 
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ple, who at firſt ſight appeared to you ſo ac- 
tive. One would be apt to think, by going 
to viſit them at different times, that they had 
two ſouls, one of which was deſigned to mo- 


erate the turbulence of the other. You have 


ſeen the men in the place of their daily devo- 
tions: let us now enter the circles of their af- 
| ſemblies. Obſerve thoſe two merchants who 
accoſt one another upon the bridge there. By 
the coldneſs with which they receive each other, 
would not you imagine that they were utter 


ſtrangers, and that this is their firſt interview? 


All this while they are own brothers, who love 
one another ſincerely, . and naturally pay their 
viſits every day. They are both invited into a 


circle of ladies, where they will paſs away their 


irkſome moments with incredible «pleaſure. 
Let us follow them without being ſeen. We 
are no in the hall, . where you; obſerve. there 
are yet but few. people. She who preſides as 
miſtreſs of the place, is a country woman of 
| h # URS s IIS Es 
yours by birth; but having been educated here 
the has acquired that inſolent and formal gravity 
with which ſhe ſalutes all that come to her al- 
ſembly. But lock at thoſe ſour nymphs who 
are now coming up the ſteps. One would take 


them by their dreſs and manner to be actreſſes. 


Obſerve how all the gentlemen range them- 
{elves around their perſons, Their beauty and 
lofty. carriage enable them every day to make 
gow, far advanced. in ber eighth, luſtre, The 
ſecond follows cloſely at her eels ; and "mc 
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On. 
* See there comes up a-freſh company. Re- 
mark that beauty richly clad, whom love has 
reduced to a very wan completion. The gen- 
tleman who leads her is one of her brothere, 
and he to whom: the father has entruſted the 
care of her conduct. The ſprightly young pul- 
let, who enjoys an elegant taſte, has ſuffered 
heerſelf to be charmed by the eloquence of a 
handſome young fellow, who wants neither 
learning nor merit. This modifh lover is very 
aſſiduous in purſuit of his miſtreſs, though he 
pants after her wealth more than her perſon : 
but. the father of the fair, whoſe good for- 
tune has made him forget his original, does 
dot think fit to approve of this match. With- 
= out. compaſſion he rigidly withſtands the defires 


ol them all has found the ſecret to fix one admi- 
rer. Their too haughty behaviour, even towards 
: © their equals, has drawn down on them a great 
number of enemies, who ſpare no pains to 
« © expoſe their faults, and ſully their reputate- 
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0 


£ of his. daughter, and by his invincible obſti- 
4 nacy makes her live a martyr to her paſſion. 
. Yet all his precautions cannot hinder theſe ten- 
þ der lovers from holding a very ſtrict correſpon- 


dence together. There are ſome good ſouls 
- who charitably lend an ear to their love, and 
1 ſerye them with great zeal. They ſee one a- 
nother, they have an intercourſe by letters; 


0 and the difficulties ſhe meets with, far from tt 

8 ': 
| diſcouraging the fair, do but help to heighten Y 

5 her flame, It is not, I muſt own, quite the 

f . ſame 
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fame with the young man: perſuaded that he 
is altogether as good as his miſtreſs, and that 
his birth and merit make ſufficient amends for 
his want of riches, the contemptuous carriage 
of his future father-in-law begins already to 
make him cool, and he is in doubt whether to 
proceed or retire. Ere long he will abandon 
this fortune for an amiable young lady, 'who has 
more beauty, tho' leſs wealth, and worſe fa- 
mily, and is more honourable and Jeſs haughty. 

What! more new faces? cried I, ſeeing two 
_ beauties enter of an extroardinaryfigure, whoſe 
ſkin neither white, nor black, nor red, was of a 
colour that cannot be defined. Do they come to 
ſerve as'foils to thoſe lovely creatures they are 
placed by ?—You are very right, replied As- 
TAROTH: it is purely an effect of malice that 
they are placed where you ſee them. They 
are country men of yours. They had for 
ſome. years lived in their own province in 
very indifferent circumſtances, when one of 
their neareſt relations, who had heaped toge- 
ther a great deal of wealth under the protection 
of a rich uncle, had the generoſity to ſend for 
them hither, and to put them into the plighc 
which they now appear in. Like all other per- 
ſons who are deſtitute of education, the change 
of their condition has almoſt turned their brains, 
their behaviour is ſo very haughty, that they 
are grown inſupportable to all about them. 
Not a ſoul in the world loves them, and they 
are admitted into ſome publick aſſemblies, mere- 
ly out of regard to their relations. 


Nov 
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Now they bring in the hot water for the 
ladies, and pipes for the gentlemen, This ſcene 
deſerves your attention. The order the ladies 


are ranged round the table, is worthy to be 


admired, while the gentlemen ſtand behind 
them, and blow the ſmoke into their faces with 


'a comic gravity. What is the meaning of this 
profound ſilence? ſaid I, to ASTAROTH : Are 
they going to celebrate ſome myſtery? —Not 
in the leaſt, anſwered he; they are ſilent for 


no other reaſon but becauſe they have nothing 


to ſay. But this ſilence will not be of long 
duration. That ſuperannuated beauty, who 
is the miſtreſs of the houſe, terribly engaged 
'witlr her ſervants, is going to open the con- 
verſation with moſt bitter complaints; after 


which every one will pity her without know- 


ing what ſhe has ſaid. Here comes the cards, 
and the tables are ready for the players: they will 
be all fixed till nine o'clock at night: ſo let us 
retire, to avoid the irkſome taſk of being obliged 
to keep them company. 


Have you any curioſity, ſaid he, as we came 


cout of this place, to ſee ſome of the aſſemblies 
of men? You muſt firſt inform me, replied I, 


whether they are any better worth ſeeing than 


the aſſembly we have been in; for till then 


I can give you no direct anſwer.— I can aſſure 
you, ſaid he, that they are much worſe. You 


will ſee nothing there, properly ſpeaking, but 
a parcel of joint ſtools, with creatures fitting 


on them, ſome at play, others ſmoaking, o- 


thers drinking, others quarrelling together, or 


calumniatiuig 
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calumniating the abſent, or arguing without [ 
2 grain of common ſenſe. 
of theſe matters, ſaid I, already, not to expoleſ ; 
myſelf to the mortification of being an ocular 
witneſs of ſuch ſtupidities, 


much more agreeable and amuling : 
a turn this way. 


A welk will be 7 
let us take 
I ſee a fallow complexionſ 
coming towards us at a diſtance, and would 
gladly know who it is. 
the man denotes him full of projects. 4 
ther is he running in ſuch a monſtrous - hurry ? 
He is running, anſwered ASTAROTH,. to an 
auction juſt by, in order to buy cheap what he? 
will ſell afterwards at an exorbitant price.] 
Tb fellow would ſacrifice father and mother 
Intriguing to the laſt de-“ 
. gree, he knows how to make ſomewhat off 
every thing. As he is but a bad muſician, hep 
tries every means to make amends for his want 5 
of {kill in his calling. He is become a broker, 
. uſurer, a ſharping gameſter, and has a thou- 
ſand other different trades, aſſociated with a 
woman as crafty. as him df, both their aim: N 
He has found“ 


The 


are directed to the ſame end. 


the ſecret however to get. five hundred ducatÞ 
cut of this woman, who has made him give 

| her a bond for it, wich which ſhe keeps him 
Being thus obliged to treat her with 
 reſpeQ, he lavithly ſubmits to all ſhe require 
of him. 
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It is not long ago that the old hag 
having determined to arreſt a man who owed? 
| her money, made our muſician ſubmit to the 
mean employment of a fſctter, By her order! 
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he went to the man that was to be enſnared, 


and learned from him the preciſe time in which 


he intended to go abroad. He was not in the leaſt 
ſuſpected, and therefore executed his com- 
miſſion with eaſe and addreſs, ſecuring their 


prey to the bailiffs, who were in purſuit of 


him.- Such a man as this, ſaid I, without 
queſtion, is doomed for an inhabitant of one of 
the moſt gloomy regions in all Tartarus. Do 
not deceive yourſelf, Chevalier, replied As- 
TAROTH; but believe that the actions of 
mortals are weighed in our empire with the moſt 


ſcrupulous equity. Every one there is4fts..ted 


according to his deſerts, and ſuch a man as that, 
whoſe picture I have now given a ſketch of, 
will undoubtedly be employed to torment the 
ſouls of others. We hate him as much there, 
as you do here, and his fate will be to continue 
buſy and miſerable, without intermiſſion. 

Let us turn our eyes from ſuch an object. 


I ſee alittle deformed man, whoſe character 


I want to make you acquainted with. Do 
you not perceive {c.ne reſemblance between his 
perſon and mine? There is yet more affinity 
between our characters. He is a ſerpent in 
human form, whoſe venemous tongue ſpares 
no mortal, It is true indeed that he is grown 


” ſomewhat more diſcreet of late, ſince a certain 
| adventure that happened to him, and which 


he will never forget as long as he lives. He 
was on a journey, in purſuit of his own mer- 
cantile affair, when coming one day to an 
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inn, where the converſation of che company 
turned upon the genius of different nations, he 
took it in his head to ſpeak of the Swifs.in 
the moſt injurious terms. A Griſon officer, 
who ſat at the ſame table with him, had the 
patience to hear him for above two hours, with- 
out making a word of anſwer. It. was now 


late at night: the company ſeparated, and our 
little man, intirely ſatisfied with his own elo- 
quence, went to bed as well as the reſt. Far 


from thinking he had brought an enemy upon 
his back, he was ſleeping with great tranquility, 


when juſt at day-break, he was awaked by 


certain taps at the chamber doop. He got up, 


and opened it: but how great was his ſurpriſe, 


to ſee the officer ſanding without, who told 


him very politely, and in extreme good 


French, that he looked upon him to be a gen- 
tleman; and that he was come, as a member 
of the Swiſs's republick, to demand ſatisfac- 
tion for the extravagant words whick he had 


uttered the evening before, againſt the whole 


body of his nation? In vain did the merchant 


make uſe of all his PRE. to get himſelf 


nor tears, tho' vented on his FOE ® could 


© 5% £ 


abate the juſt anger of this military Patriot s ; 
who ſtill perſiſted in his firſt demand, till at laſt, 


any longer having no other room to "doubt that 
he had to deal with the moſt cowardly of man- 
kind, he ſaw he had no remedy but the chaſ- 
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tiſement of the cane, which he inflicted with the 


greateſt ſeverity. The vigorous application of 
this inſtrument of revenge, made the other 

out in a very pleaſant manner. All the 
gueſts that lodged that night in the ſame inn, 
wakened by the ſhrill ſound of his voice, came 
running to the place, and arrived time enough 
to be witneſſes of the diverting ſpecta- 


cle, the puniſhment which his laſt night's im- 


pertinence had brought on him. Pity at laſt 
relieved him out of the hands of the enemy, 
and he thought himſelf happy in getting ſo 
well off, without pretending to any retaliation. 
The ſhame of ſuch a cudgelling, prevented his 


doing any more buſineſs in this country, and 


he took the prudent ſtep to quit it without de- 
lay. He rode poſt home, perſuaded that the 


adventure could not have blown thither before 
his arrival, and that then he might conteſt the 


truth of it when it came to be reported. Full 
of this thought, ſcarce had he been an hour 
come to town, but he made his appearance 
at a coffee-houſe, the moſt frequented of any 


in this country. Without obſerving that every 


one was ſurpriſed at his entrance, and more 
ſo at his gay and tranquil air; What news 
have you, gentlemen? ſaid he; addreſſing him- 
ſelf to ſeveral perſons that he had juſt payed 
his reſpects to. Here is the Gazette, Sir, an- 
{wered one of the company; take it and read. 


In the article from Frankfort, you will find 


a piece of news that a little concerns yourſelf. 


In a word, the ſtory was there admirably well 
| M 2 told 
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told with all its circumſtances. There was 
nothing more wanting to ſtrike him with con- 
fuſion. He remained dumb and motionleſs: | 
and having, in this manner, ſuſtained the laugh* | = a 
ter of the whole company a fullquarterof an hour, | * V 
he retired with the utmoſt diſorder, and at | | 


the very brink of diſtraction. Since this time, = Aa 
tho? his real character be the , ſame, it is ob- | 0 
ſerved that he takes more care whom he ſpeaks fa 
before, as well as what he ſays. How many - 
men are there, who might receive great good | | tt 
from ſuch a wholeſome correction. te 

Look at that man who now ſalutes him: in 


you may call him the ſecond tome of the ſame | 1o 
book. As he had his education under a woman, 
his chief occupation is calumny, and he has | tl 


* e * 2 
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been uſed from his infancy to ſpeak ill of all f * Ve 
mankind, as well thoſe whom he knows, as = 1: 
thoſe he does not know. Some days ago, be- in 
ing at the play, he pointed out a young lady - | ci 
with his finger, and amuſed himſelf with a | | © 


friend who was very much like him, at her us 
expence. Unhappily he was over heard by a | CI 
gentleman who had a love for the lady, and | ce 
bad withall no taſte of raillery. He made our | | W 
laugher come to him between the ſeats of the 1 

theatre, under pretence of having ſomething 1 3 to 
of importance to whiſper in his ear. The | in 
compliment he made him was juſt the ſame | fh 


N 
02 
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as the Swiſs officer had made in Germany; and ty 

it was received in much the ſame manner, with | 4 th 
| very mean excuſes. But his enemy preſently | th 
loſt all patience, and attacked him fiercely with | to 

handy cuffs in the face till he laid him ſprawling 7 =5 
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at his feet, and ſo diverted the whole audience 
with a very tragi-comical ſcene, 

But what. faid I, became of the young man 
after ſuch an affront? Did he leave the city ; 
or was the honour of the other repaired by ſome 
ſatisfaction proportionable to the inſult? Neither 
one nur the other, Sir, replied ASTAROTH ; 
the matter paſſed off in filence with regard 
to him; only ſome perſons, who had no concern 
in the affair, made themſelves merry with it a 
long time after, at the expence of the poor 
ſufferer. It has been ſaid however ſince, that 
this correction was not ſufficient to ſuppreſs the 
venom of his tongue; for that having ſucked in 
flander with his milk, his malady was become 
incurable. If we had time to traverſe the whole 
city, and examine every individual, with whoſe 


character I could entertain you, it would find 


us a good deal of employment. Remark that 
chariot which is driven on a full trot, and 
comes along by the fide of us. The nymph 
within it is a good-natured beauty, who has 
given up her honour, with very little difcretion, 
to the gentleman who fits by her. He is go- 
ing into a country he is acquainted with, where 
ſhe will very foon be relieved from a periodical 
tympany, that begins to make ſome noiſe in 
the city. Six weeks abſence will make her a 
thorough virgin again, when ſhe will return 
to her lodging with as much innocent confidence 
as the moſt chaſte veſtal in the world could be 
miſtrefsof. Very fewperſons however will be de- 
ceived by this deportment: a jealous old maid has 

M 3 diſcovered 
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8 
diſcovered the ſecret, and deals it about to | 
all her neighbours: the affair will ſoon become +] 
public; but miſs who has a great deal of wit, 
will laugh it off, and go on in her old way. 1 

Let us ſtand on one ſide, and make room for 1 
that coach. The perſon it carries is an officer 
of diſtinction, who is haſtening to diſhonour F 
Himſelf for ever, by a proceeding that will be 
altogether as prejudicial to him as incoſiderate. 
Diſtraction at the infidelity of a very rich wiſe, 

whom he married only for her fortune, he gives 
himſelf up intirely to his paſſion, and 1s reſolved 
to expoſe his diſgrace to the eye of the public. 
Let us follow him with all ſpeed : and ſee! we 
are come to the end of our journey. The Ma- 
giſtrates are here within, and the lady ſtands 
accuſed of beſtowing part of her favours on one 
of her footmen. Now they enter her chamber, 
and have ſufficient evidence of the crime : but 
madam, you hear, brazens is out. Pleaſed that 
her raſcally lover has found means to eſcape 
ſhe knows that for her own part, a few months 
impriſonment is the worſt they can inflict on 
her. Thus all the diſhonour will fall on her 
| huſband, who will have time to repent at leiſure 
the imprudent ſtep he now takes in ſuch a 
hurry. ; 
ASTAROTH, ſaid IJ, you ſpeak of this af- 
fair in a mighty ludicrous manner. What, 
becauſe an honeſt man has the misfortune to 
marry a debauched woman, is he to be diſ- 
graced for the ili conduct of his wife? Does 
equity countenance ſuch a ſenſeleſs * 12 
1 this? 


* 

2 

8 
WM 
Rely 
580 
WY, 
"= 

199+ 
9 £2 
1 
3 
* 
<6 
4 
2 

IF 

A 
be 

7 

bw 

* 


The Devil Hermit. 259 


this? What can equity do? anſwered my quon- 


dam Hermit. It is an eftabliſhed rule in 
moſt couhtries of the world; and which neither 
R nor reaſon has force enough to aboliſh. 


here is only one way of avoiding a diſgrace 


of this nature, and that your country-men are 


the only people who know, or at leaſt who 
practice. They have eyes and ſee not, or pre- 
tend however not to ſee, and thus prevent the 
publication of their diſgrace by never complain- 
ing of their misfortune. 


Take a view of that rich burgher, who is 
now entering his houſe. He is a venerable 


member of an aſſembly that was inſtituted with 
the higheſt wiſdom; but, thanks to my diabo- 


ical brethren, he is now entirely fallen from all 
that once made him the object of reſpet. Not 


many years ago he got his bread by his hammer; 


ſince when, having found an opportunity to 


get into the mercantile way, fortune has fa- 


voured him in ſuch a manner, that he is become 


one of the richeſt men in the whole republic. 
His felicity, I muſt own, has not been uninter- 


Tupted, His wife, a coquet of the firſt rate, 


has made him ſwallow many a bitter pill; but 
he, like a prudent man, always took the moſt 
probable meaſures for hiding his misfortune 
from the eyes of the world. He had even ſuc- 


deeded, if his wife, more crafty than himſelf, 


had not feigned a dreadful cholick, juſt at the 


very moment when they were to ſet out on a 


long country journey. The fatal ſiſters, ſince 
that, have cut the thread of her debauche- 
Ties, and her wealthy widower lies perfectly 


M4 Mt 


worſhip to fortune. 
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at eaſe and reſpected by all thoſe who pay their 


But tell me, ſaid I, what is this body of 
people, of which I now make one myſelf ?— 
This, anſwered As TAROT EH, is called a very 
wiſe aſſembly, tho' moſt of the members of it 
have neither wit nor judgment, but are blinded 
by their paſſions, and act only with a view to 
their intereſt, or from caprice, or ſometimes a- 
greeably to the ſolicitation of their wives. He 
who preſides among them is uſually a very ve- 


nerable man, but one who is reſpected only in 
appearance, and no farther attended to than his 


opinions are conformable to thoſe of the igno- 
rant wretches he is obliged to propoſe them to, 
who even acted as if they vied with each other 
who ſhould thwart him the moſt : ſo much does 
pride predominate in this auguſt body. For the 
moſt part, indeed, it is compoſed of men who 
underſtand commerce, but whoſe knowledge 
leads them no farther. As they know the 
whole knot of them to be choſen only out of 


regard to their fortune, they think of nothing 


but aggrandizing themſelves, without taking 
any trouble to acquire thoſe qualities that are 
requiſite, in order to fill up with dignity the 
function of their high office, which requires 
great capacity and penetration. MS a 
My dear As r ARO TH, faid I, will you 
pleaſe to let me have a view of ſome of theſe 
aſſemblies. I ſhould take a delight in hearing 
ſome caſes of conſcience decided by men who 
know nothing more than the current value of 
foreign coin. Their ſentiments, I ne 
mu 
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muſt vary, like the public ſtocks among brokers, 
What you deſire, ſaid AS8TAROTH, is uw 
deed a very humourous piece of diverſion; but I. 
reſerve it for another opportunity. At preſent 
we have not a minute to loſe, becauſe it is high 
time we were at the moſt famous place of the 
whole country. I would have you preſent at 
the funeral ſolemnity of one of the moſt amia- 
ble ſubjects that has for a long time arrived in 
our empire. I made him no reply, but followed 
him with all expedition, and we made ſuch 
haſte as to be at our journey's end time enough 
to ſatisfy our curioſity. 05 

The firſt thing my Devil did, was to lead 
me into a houſe ſo infected, that the very ſmell 
{truck me down on the floor. Even As r A- 
ROTH, for his part, little delicate as he was, 
owned himſelf uuable to bear the ſtench. This 
houſe held the dead carcaſe of the perſon who 
had brought us hither. Whoever the ſubject 
be, cried I, I had much rather leave my cu- 
rioſity ungratified, than run the riſque of getting 
any contagious diſtemper. -— This infection 
anſwered ASTAROTH, proceeds only from 
their having, by direction from a Jew, opened the 
corpſe to embalm it. Fho' the wretch was rotting 
to pieces even before the departure of her foul, the 
perſon who now takes ſo much care of her fune- 
ral doated on her. Let us go to his houfe, which 


L is juſt by, and I will conduct you quite to 
his own apartment. Would you not think, 


by the grief you fee him in, that his loſs was 
irreparable? Yet all his lamentation is only 
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for a paultry actreſs, who play'd her part indeed 
effectually with him, abridged him of his do- 
meſticks at pleaſure, and ſold him her favours 
only for ready money. Now he is deprived of 
her, his riches ſeem to be a burthen to him, 
and his life, for the future, will be one con- 
tinued ſcene of uneaſineſs. All his enjoyments 
are utterly blaſted, and he permits nobody to 
ſee him but flatterers,who have the complaiſance 
to bewail his misfortunes, anddwell on the virtues 
of his laſcivious miſtreſs. See that old man that 
comes in this moment: he is the moſt cele- 
brated poet of your nation, and has been enticed 
hither by the bounties of our wealthy mourner. 
His buſineſs is to pay the compliment of condo- 


lance, which he accompanies with an elegy, that, 


tho' it be very languid and jejune, and much 
below his other writings, will be better paid 
for than his beſt pieces. He who follows him 
is a muſician no lefs famous, who comes to raiſe 
contribution on the Ifraelite, for the preſent 
of a Madrigal, that he has got writ for him, 
and to which he himſelf has compoſed an air. 
As this little piece is extremely ſuitable to the 
circumſtances the Jew is now in, he is not 
aſhamed to fet a price on it himfelf, and will 
really get the whole ſum he demands. 

- But who is he that comes in with fo gay anair, 
that one would be apt to think his only buſineſs 
was to inſult the affliction of the good-natured 
Ifraelite ? That, ſaid As r ARO TR, is another 
poet, a man of great reputation, but of ſo 
frank and open a deportment, that he cannot 
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diffemble. He could not ſubmit to make any 
advantage of this opportunity, and his natural 
politeneſs is the only motive of his coming hi- 
ther, where he will receive nothing but empty 
thanks for his candid compliment. Hab, re- 
plied I; I know that charming poet: he is the 
very flower of all our wits, and we want no- 
body now here but the hero of Parnaſſus, that 
univerſal genius, and mode of good taſte.— 
I eafily comprehend, ſaid my very good guide, 
whom you ſpeak of. He has juſt been to get 
himſelt puffed in the Gazette, and is this mo- 
ment, you ſhall ſee, coming into the city : 
let us go and meet him, But, adds my meta- 
morphoſed devil, as he came out of the Iſrae- 
lite's houſe, it were to be wiſhed, for his 
fake, that all perſons of underſtanding were of 
your opinion. They would not then leſſen 
his good qualities, by attributing to him certain 
bad ones, that are uſually found only in folks 
of my ſpecies, or in thoſe who are thought 
the moſt to reſemble us. What do you imagine 
he is coming here to do? His buſineſs is, with- 
out well concerting his ſcheme, to bite a book- 
ſeller more crafty than himſelf, to whom he 
has ſold a manuſcript that he wants to get out 
of his hands again. Obſerve how he proceeds. 
— I perceive already, ſaid I, that the bookſeller 
refuſes him.——His pretended defign, conti- 
nued ASTAROTH, is to make ſome correc- 
tions to the advantage of the work: yet the 
ſuſpicious ſhopkeeper is afraid to truſt him, and 
does it only on the condition that he ſhall woe 
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them on the ſpot, without taking the copy 
away. His petulant genius, which does not give 
him time to think, makes him accept the pro- 
poſition. See him at work there : but what do 
you think his is doing? He eraſes all the beſt 
parts of the book, and ſupplies them with a few 
puerilities that have neither ſenſenor connection. 
He has finiſhed his deſign, and obſerve how 
pleaſed he ſeems, Now he jokes with his 
bookfeller, and has the indifcretion to confeſs 
what he has done. Do but obferve thoſe two 
ironical faces? Who ever beheld ſuch a book- 
feller ? He returns his thanks to the impertinent 
author with as much complaiſance, as if he had 
writ the fineſt things in the world. He ſolemn- 
ly proteſts, that whatever he may be pleaſed 
to ſay, for his own part he is ſo very ſenfible of 
the excellencies of his alterations, that he will 


put the copy to preſs directly, and print it 


with them as ſoon as poſſible. The poet goes 
out: but ſee, he has not got ten yards before a 
ſudden reflection makes him ſtop. He perceives 
his own blunder, and confiders that what he 
has done 1s as contrary to his reputation, as to 
his honour. He turns back obſerve ; but it is 
Now too late. The fault is committed, and 
the mercileſs bookſeller will not liften to any 
accommodation. Several perſons of diſtinction 
ſhall for a long while uſe their intereſt in vain : 
the author will ſtoop to any thing to obtain 
his deſire; but all will end only in his own 
confuſion, and the triumph of his bookſeller. 

But 
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But whether is he now going? He ſeems, 
methinks, to meditate ſome ſecret journey. 
I have it now. He is to fet out incognito 
this evening for a neighbouring province, in 
order to engage the Gazette printer to inſert in 


his news a ſtanza of a piece that he is himſelf ex- 
tremely fond of, but which the criticks 


will univerſally condemn. Let us keep all 
the way at his heels; and fee, we are already 


at the printing-houſe, where our author addreſ- 


ſes himſelf in the moſt obliging terms, to his 


very god friend the gazetteer. He tells him, 


that he enjoys a ſenſible pleaſure in his correſ- 
pondence, that his letters are the moſt ſpirited 
he receives from any body, and that his paper 
is the beſt digeſted of any now in vogue : in a 


word, well knowing the man he has to deal 
with, he honours him at leaſt with the title of 


learned, though he does not even know what 
the belles-letters mean, and is ignorant of the 


very ſituation of thoſe places he is obliged to 


mention in his hebdomadal ſheet. Obſerve the 
fawning ſycophant ! Why does he not tell him, 
in the ſame breath, that he is a very handſome 
fellow, and quite genteel? But, ſuch a plain 
truth as that will give the gazetteer no extraor- 
dinary pleaſure. He loves flattery, eſpecially 


from a wit, and upon the ſubject of his own 


parts. Now he promiſes all that the author re- 
quires of him; and to-morrow he will adyer- 


tiſe, that this ſtanza is the laſt of many which 


have been ſent to the court of a young king, 


and moſt graciouſly received by the hopeful 


- monarch, 
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monarch. But what, ſays I. ſignifies a news- 
paper puff? Will the public, do you think, 
give credit to it? The public! anſwered my 
guide: a very pretty jeſt indeed! Do you not 
know the public to be a ſubtile old fox, that i is 
not ſo eaſily taken? the connoiffeurs will pene 
trate the whole ſecret, as well as if I had fore 
it myſelf : and no more will be gathered from 
it, than that the gazetter is the poet's friend ; 
but as to the goodneſs of the piece, that time 
muſt determine. You and I however may pro- 
nounce the mean while, that the printed ſtan- 
za is not worth a farthing, and that if the 
reſt of the ode be no better, it will appear that 
from an excellent poet, the ſieur ToLVAIRE 
is become a mere verſifier. 

Buy what I perceive, ſaid I to ASTAROTH 
the — = ſpeak of is not much in your 
favour, t happily for him, you lie under 
the imputation of having a very depraved taſte! 
Your judgment will never prevail againſt that 
of a monarch, who is celebrated all over Chri- 
ſtendom for an exquiſite judgment, and who, 
they ſay, has lately honoured our author with 
a letter under his own hand, full of the moſt 
obliging teſtimonies of eſteem ad good-will. 
Hare you read the epiſtle which the ſieur de 
TorvarkE has juſt now addreſſed to his 
majeſty i in return ? Can any one ſay with juſ- 
tice, that it degenerates from the beauty of his 
other poems? Let this was his laſt work; and 
* * petfotis woe" Uſordforo conclude 
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from it, that his muſe has not abandoned him, 
as his antagoniſts would fain make us believe. 
Where are our thoughts now, my dear 
Chevalier? replied ASTAROTH. The piece 
you talk of is the moſt bunglingly conceived 
that can poſſibly be imagined : the poet, when 
he compoſed it, muſt have been deſtitute of all 
common ſenſe. Who but he eyer undertook 
to praiſe a ſon at the expence of a father's re- 
putation whom he loved, and whoſe memor 
is yet dear in his eyes? What idea muſt ToL- 
VAIRE have of the prince whom he flatters in 
this manner? Does he think to enhance the 


' virtues of the new monarch by treating his fa- 


ther as varitious, unjuſt, and cruel ? It is not 
my private judgment, Chevalier, that can do 
any prejudice to the reputation of the poet you 
ſpeak of: but the opinion of all people of taſte 
muſt weigh ſomething, and they conſpire to 


regard this epiſtle as the very tomb of common 


ſenſe. It has accordingly been treated with 
the contempt it deſerves: his inconſiderate zeal 
has made him at once loſe all the monarch's eſ- 
teem. He now owns the blunder that has for 


ever precluded him from the preſence of this 


prince : but what grieves him the moſt, is to 


ſee himſelf fruſtrated of a very conſiderable gra- 


tuity, which he depended on receiving. His 


enemies triumph on this occaſion : I will ſhew 
you one little piece, writ by a poet, remarka- 


ble for his natural vein of humour, whom per- 
haps you will know by his ſtile. Read here, 


fir, 
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fir, ſaid he : at the ſame time giving me a paper, 5 
upon which the following verſes were writ- 


Why, faith, Tol vAlR k is a great man: || 
Roman or Greek, deny't who can 5 
For talents, none will find his equal, 

In times elaps'd, or in the ſequel. oo 
Inſpir'd he raves in lofty metre, * 
And ſeems all wild- fire and ſalt-petre: 1 
Nor epigram, nor epick ſtrain, 


Can tire his muſe, or give her pain. 1 
For hiſt' ry he was ne'er to ſeek: 1 

. He writes a tragedy per week. | 3 
With heaps of philoſophic letters. = 
Sent in all countries to his betters, . Bm 
All vaſtly learn'd and writ in verſe, 1 
He tricks up ſcience, trite and terſe 1 
Poet, hiſtorian, politician, 
Merchant, bookſeller, and phyſician, 1 
Comedian, uſurer, and wit, * 


What is there but TOLVAIRE can hit? 
In Netw ToN deep, he knows not why, 
He meaſures light, defines the eye : 
Of every thing the undertaker, 
Turns deiſt, empirick, and quaker. 3 
His new poetique we expect, I 
Clear, comprehenſive, and correct. 1 
Great judge of taſte, for public profit, 
He lately form'd a goddeſs of it, 
And clapp'd her in a ſhrine more odd 
Than ever held a heathen god. AE 
8 | Religion, 
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Religion, government, reſpect, 
He treats with ſcorn, and great neglect. 
Lock'd up for his poetic licence, 
The Regent could not bear his ſly ſenſe) 
uſtain'd, expos'd to footmen's laughter, 
A baſtinading theſis—after. | 
Puff'd up with theſe ſtrong cauſtic lawrels, 
For greater honours now he quarrels ; 
A new CAPENEvs, ere his time, 
Attacks a mortal god in rhyme. _ 
With ſuch a prince to make a rout, 
Whoſe elogy will live without, 
And wants no ſounding Hebrew name ! 
But I have quite worn out my theme, 
And muſt conclude, ſay all we can, 
That, faith, ToLyAIRE is a great man. 


Well, ſaid ASTAROTH, after having given 
me time to examine this piece of ſatire, what 
do you think of our panegyrick ? Who do you 


imagine to be the author of it ?— If it be not 


ASTAROTH himſelf, ſaid I, I am really in- 


capable of judging. Your panegyrick, as you call 


it, is a very maſter-piece of 1il|-nature, and 
could be dictated only from ſome very juſt oc- 
caſion of reſentment, or by a malignant turn 
of temper that would not be pardonable in a 
mortal. But, what, added I, is the meaning 
of your baſtinading theſis, that ToLvAIRE 
ſuſtained, [expoſed to the laughter of footmen ? 


It is only, ſaid he, an alluſlon to a trifling ad- 


venture, which is common enough among po- 
ets, whom the muſes never inſpire with pru- 
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dence, He was obliged to pay a ſmall penalty 
for a fine ſatirical ſtroke on the chevalier de 


- Roman; that was all. The chevalier had no 


taſte of raillery, and did not think it would be- 


come him to fight a duel with a poet, whom 


he had ſeen a page not many years before: ſo 
he contented himſelf with giving up To I. 
VAIRE to a good liberal drubbing, which his 


footmen inflicted, himſelf ſtanding by to ſee the 


operation. This hiſtorical anecdote, tho' of 
long ſtanding, could not, you ſee, eſcape the 
memory of an animated enemy. I am even 
ſurpriſed that he did not add to the qualities of 
mr de TolvAlRE the title of fmuggler ; for 
you cannot but know the accident that happe- 
ned t6 him a little while ago, with regard to 
ſome pictures that he was going to ſend out of 
one country into another without paying the 


duties. Certainly, ſaid J, that adventure is 
known to all the world: put it no otherwiſe 


concerns the public than juſt to expoſe the ava- 
rice of the poet. Obſerve him now riſing, 


and paying his reſpects to the company. What | 


is the meaning of that precipitation? Is any 
important affair coe into his head, which 

WY Chevalier, replied my inſtructor, one 
may eaſily perceive you are no poet, and that 
you do not ſo much as know what a poet is. 

A poet, fir, is a kind of heteroclite animal, 
a very odd machine, compoſed of enthuſiaſms, 
and which moves almoſt always by fits and 
farts. He comes and goes, is in a hurry, 
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or quite indolent, often without knowing fot 
what reaſon, or without thinking of what he 


is about. He before you, pleaſed with having 


obtained his defire, is impatient to be gone into 
another place. His bookſeller's trick {till runs 
in his head: for tho* he had been uſed himſelf 
to deceive others, the ſtratagem of this citizen 
ſurpaſſes his ſubtle imagination. He deſigns te 
pay him another viſit, and make uſe of freſh 
artifices: let him go by himſelf, We may 
find him again when we have a mind to it; 
that is, after I have made you acquainted with 
ſeveral other perſons that I perceive in this city. 

He who paſſes along before us, and whoſe 
white hair gives him a venerable aſpect, is & 
philofophical merchant, who gilds over all his 
actions with an affected ſanctity, which has ac- 
quired him much reputation among a certain 


ſpecies of men. To hear him talk, one would 


ſay that charity to his neighbour was the pri- 
mum mobile of all his actions: yet he never 
lends a halfpenny but upon good pledges, which 
be uſually keeps; and ſometimes his zeal carries 
him ſo far, that h. rites againſt the reputa- 
tion of perſons, whom he knows only upon the 
teſtimony of certain hypocrites, who impoſe on 


his pious credulity. Blinded by intereſt, his 


governing paſſion, he lately took it in his head 
to write a panegyrick on uſury. According 
to his ſentiments, grinding the face of the 
poor is become a holy work, meritorious in 
the man who does it, and what will the moſt 
infallibly conduct him to heaven, This ſyſtem 

| "i 
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of his has indeed drawn on bis back all the 
honeſt men that know him: but, too proud to 


acknowledge his fault, and too much under 


our direction even to ſee it, he obſtinately per- 
fiſts to maintain his enormous propoſition, and 
ſpends whole days and nights in collecting to- 
gether authorities to n. ſert in his writings, that 
may at leaſt render it probable. That ſhining 
countenance that now approaches him with re- 
ſpect, is a mere ſpendthi ift, who impoſes on cur 
uſurer, and all his ſect. Forced to fly hiscoun- 
try for having waſted the revenue of the prince 
who employed him, he had the good luck to 


take refuge in theſe provinces, where he found 


the ſecret of getting in with the heads of theſe 
dealersin money, and intereſting them in his 


misfortune. It is a pleaſure, Chevalier, to ſee 


with what addreſs he plucks them. I muſt 
own indeed, at the ſame time, that he is very 
ſerviceable to their whole cabal, as well by his 
intereſt in his own country, as by ſome ſecret 
correſpondencies, which enable him to intro- 
duce prohibited books into foreign parts. Of 
all diſguiſes, there is none more advantageous 
than the maſk of devotion. A cheat that makes 
a judicious uſe of it, may repreſent all ſorts of 
characters, and be ſure of as many dupes as he 
converſes with honeſt people. 

Look at that troop of humble prim phyſiog- 
nomies: it is a col[c&ion of monks and friars, 
of eccleſiaſticks and ſeculars, who all together 
compoſe a body of mountebanks, that formerly 
cut out work enough for their maſters, but 
cannot 


& 
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cannot at preſent tell what courſe to takes 


Would one not imagine from their affable aſ- 


pects, that they were a very docile ſort of 
people? Yet is there nothing more arrogant 


: than theſe cabaliſts. Oſtentation is the very 


rule they go by. Under the affected outſide of 
a matchleſs modeſty, they conceal a pride 
which perſuades them that they are infallible in 
their decifions, and much more able men than - 
their ſuperiors. Beyond theſe defamatory libels, 
are a ſet of malignant chapmen, who inveigh 


> againſt the moſt venerable perſons. Happy in 


being born with brilliant and ſubtile genius's, 
they had well nigh carried on their point a- 
gainſt their antagoniſts. theſe latter could fly 
only with one wing, when the death of a pious 
man, of the ſociety of mountebanks, made them 
commit ſuch extravagancies that have at laſt 
unmaſked them. = 

Look at that full-cheſted young man, and 
obſerve how pale, meagre, and disfigured he 
appears. Scarce has he ſtrength to ſet one foot 
before the other. But a few years ago he was 
one of the fineſt genius's in rede and the 


moſt familiarly acquainted with polite literature. 
= He was, in a word, the delight of all men of 


taſte : but being unhappily the ſon of an enthu- 
faſt, he has taken it in his head to follow his 
father's precepts of divinity. Faſts and other 


auſterities have ſo impaired his health, that he 


is little leſs than guilty of voluntary ſelf-mur- 


der. Yet, weak as he is, if you were to ſee 
him upon the Rage of our mountebanks, you 


would 
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would ha equally ſurpriſed at his agility and bis 
ſtrength. He will leap you fix foot high, and 
four of the ſtrengeſt men are not capable of 
holding him down. O wonder of wonders ! 

the utmoſt effort of his diabolical majeſty's ut- 
moſt art. How many fooliſh ſouls ſwallow the 
hook every day, and take for a divine work a 
mere tragical operation, a mere illuſion of the 
prince. of devils.! T bis is one of the ſubjects 
that I propoſe in time to let you thoroughly 
into, and concerning which I have many ſur- 
priſing particulars to, tell you. 

But how, ſaid I, ſhall we fix any agree- 
ment between faſts 1 auſterities, and tragi- 
cal operations? Will you be always thus ſim- 

le 2 replied AS TAROT H. Do you not 
that there muſt be a ſemblance of 
virtues to gain the populace, and ſecure the 
confidence of honeſt citizens? Beſides, fanaticiſm 
is a diſtemper that makes more rayage than 
the plague. Tho' there are a great many hy- 
pocxites among thoſe mountebanks, there may 
he alſo ſome found, who ſeduced by enthuſi- 
aſm, act with ſincerity, and from an involun- 
tary impulſe. That large lean fellow is one 
of this number. He has ſacrificed riches, ho- 
nours, friends, and even reaſon itſelf, for the 
glory of the ſet. But it is quite otherwiſe 
with that plump red-faced lad, with a demure 
countenance. This is our faithful and dear 
friend Le GILO TIN. Prompted too far by 
his turbulent ſpirit, he was obliged ſome years 


29 to laue F dance, in order to eſcape the pu- 
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niſhment due to his intrigues, which were 
more mercenary than cabaliſtic. He was then 
ol FB the very humble factor of the mountebanks, a 


s! calling the profits of which were not equi- 
t- valent to the hazards. . All that he acquired 
he therefore was poverty; and at his arrival in 
atis country. he looked like a very ſkeleton: 
- bis ragged robes declared his miſery. to be moſt 


2 deplorable ; he had not even ſhoes' to his feet: 
ly Þ 7 1n this plight he moves the compaſſion of ſome 
27 tender-hearted people. Certain devout ſouls, 
2 whogo to heaven for printing invectives againſt 
2 others, admitted him into the number of 
Si- | 7} their domeſticks; and his intriguing genius 

2 ſoon advanced him. He became the head ſervant 


not of the printing-houſe, and knew ſo well how to 
of make a good uſe of his poſt, that he printed 
the numbers of books for himſelf at his maſter's 
= expence. The maſk of hypocriſy for a long 


time protected him: but at laſt, the eyes of his 
w- | 7 ſuperiors were opened, the fraud was atteſted, 


na? and poor GILoTIN was turned out of doors, 

aſi- tho' with more indulgence than was due to his 

un- ungrateful crimes. Happily for him, he had 

one already got together a good ſum of money; and, | 
ho- little concerned at what the world ſay of him, 

the } he purſued at his own charge what he had be- 

viſe 2 gun at the charge of his maſters: ſet up a print- 

ure ing-houfe for himſelf, and gradually roſe upon 

lear PZ their ruin. His intriguing - genius carries him 


by 2 thro' every thing: he begins already to grow 

rich; and there is no doubt but in a little time 

pur de will be one of the firſt men of his pro- 
B 5 feſſiou 
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feffion. I have many things to tel] you con- | ; 


erning him: but a ſuperior power obliges me 
to leave you. I cannot ſtay a moment. Fare- 

ell! You ſhall ſee me again ſoon, when per- 
| haps you may find me more diverting than you 

have hitherto done. 
As he ſpoke theſe words, As T AROTH diſ- 
appeared, without giving me time to make 
him any anſwer, or letting me know how long 
it would be before he returned. 
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